STUDENT SERVICE VALIDATION

SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

In an effort to assist students in completing their service learning graduation requirement and are having difficulty coming up with a “project,” we have provided a project alternative. This alternative is for students who have failed a previous project, have transferred into our school system from outside of the county, or students in the STEM Academy. This requires students to volunteer at least 20 hours of their time in the community. Their 20 hours are to be for a single organization with a single adult site supervisor who is not a relative. The students are also required to complete the following documentation to the satisfaction of the Student Service Coordinator and Supervisor.

Please Print or Type
Student Name:  


School:  


Organization you volunteered for:  


Dates:  Start ______ / ______ / ______
Finish ______ / ______ / ______

Adult Site Supervisor:  


Phone Number of Site Supervisor:  


Hours of Service Performed:  
  

Student Service is comprised of three elements:

Preparation is a four-stage process:

a. identify and analyze problems

b. select a service project

c. learn skills needed to be of service

d. plan the service activities

Actions:  Direct Service, Indirect Service, and Advocacy.  Direct Service activities put students face-to-face helping someone.  Indirect service activities are performed “behind the scenes” such as food and clothing drives.  Advocacy projects require students to lend their voices and talents, and are the work of citizenship.

Reflection:  Reflection enables students to learn from their service experience and is most effective when regularly scheduled during the course of the service project.  Reflection can take many forms from essays to small group discussions.

Student Signature  


Parent/Guardian Signature  


Adult Site Supervisor Signature  


Student Service Coordinator Signature  


To accept this as a Service Learning Project alternative, the following areas must be covered:  Preparation, Action, and Reflection.  Please use the following statements and questions in each of the three areas to help you write a service learning report.  Your report should be at least one page in length and should communicate to the reader how you prepared for your service, what you did, and how you felt.  Please make sure that your writing is legible.

The following questions are only thought guides.  You do not need to answer every single one in order.  You simply need to communicate what you did, where you did it, when you did it, how you did it, and how you felt about it.

PREPARATION:

Describe how you prepared or received training for this type of service.

What caused you to choose to volunteer in this particular service?

What kind of preparations do you have to do for this service on a daily basis?  Weekly?  Monthly?

What community need did you see prior to starting your volunteering?

What do you believe are the benefits of volunteerism?

ACTION:

Did you perform a direct, indirect, or advocacy service?

What did you do during your volunteering service?

Where did you volunteer?

REFLECTION:

What did you do to evaluate the effectiveness of your service?

How did you and your community benefit from your service?

Would you recommend this to anyone else?  Who?  Why?

How do you feel you met the community’s needs?

How did your service affect and impact your life?

How do you think you could connect this service with the school system?

(minimum of 20 hours – they will be used to substitute a service learning project, but will not be counted as meritorious hours)








