THE FOUNTAINHEAD - Entry Deadline: April 25, 2008

FIRST PRIZE: $10,000 5 SECOND PRIZES: $2,000 10 THIRD PRIZES: $1,000 45 FINALISTS: $100 175 SEMIFINALISTS: $50
THE FOUNTAINHEAD--TOPICS Select ONE of the following three topics: 
1) In dynamiting Cortlandt Homes, Roark breaks the law.  What is the moral and philosophical argument for the rectitude of his action? 

2) Ellsworth Toohey and Gail Wynand both spent much of their lives consciously seeking power over others. But was their quest for power the same? How did each man’s goals and motivations contrast to Roark’s?

3) In a single, unified essay, explain each of the following quotation’s meaning in The Fountainhead and its wider significance.

a. HELLER: “You know, there’s a thing that stumps me.  You’re the coldest man I know.  And I can’t understand why—knowing that you’re actually a fiend in your own quiet sort of way—why I always feel, when I see you, that you’re the most life-giving person I’ve ever met.”  (Part 1, Chapter 13)

b. LANSING: “I want a good hotel, and I have certain standards of what is good, and they’re my own, and you’re the one who can give me what I want. And when I fight for you, I’m doing—on my side of it—just what you’re doing when you design a building.”  (Part 2, Chapter 10)

c. KEATING: “How do you always manage to decide?”  ROARK: “How can you let others decide for you?”  (Part 1, Chapter 2)

THE FOUNTAINHEAD--JUDGING Essays will be judged on both style and content. Judges will look for writing that is clear, articulate and logically organized. Winning essays must demonstrate an outstanding grasp of the philosophic and psychological meaning of The Fountainhead.
Essay submissions are evaluated in a fair and unbiased four-round judging process.  Judges are individually selected by the Ayn Rand Institute based on a demonstrated knowledge and understanding of Ayn Rand’s works.  To ensure the anonymity of our participants, essay cover sheets are removed after the first round.  Winners’ names are unknown to judges until after essays have been ranked and the contest results finalized.

THE FOUNTAINHEAD--RULES Contest is open to students worldwide.  Entrant must be in the eleventh or twelfth grade.

To avoid disqualification, a stapled cover sheet MUST include: your name and address; your e-mail address (if available); the name and address of your high school; topic selected (#1, 2 or 3 from list above); your current grade level and (optional) the name of the teacher who assigned the essay, if you are completing it for classroom credit.

Essay must be no fewer than 800 and no more than 1,600 words in length, and must be typewritten and double-spaced. One entry per student, please.

Essay must be solely the work of the entrant.
