March 5, 2009

Dear Parents,


The fifth grade is planning an overnight field trip in May on the Star of India - Voyage of Hope experience through the San Diego Maritime Museum historical programs.  This is a wonderful opportunity for all students to participate in a simulation as an immigrant coming to America in the 1800s.  Students in room 10 are scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2009.  The field trip costs $64.00 per child and $30.00 per parent chaperone (max. 7).  Student permission slips will be coming home in early April, and parents who wish to chaperone can indicate so on the permission slip.  I will draw chaperone names from a hat in the classroom to select volunteers.
Because the field trip is so expensive, and we want each student to participate, the fifth grade is organizing a BINGO Night on Friday, April 24 (time TBA) in the Hearst auditorium to raise money.  We need parent volunteers for BINGO Night and donated prizes for the evening.  Please let me know if you’re available to help.

March Classroom News:

· Students are writing Research Reports on a self-selected topic of interest.  Due date for written reports is Friday, March 20.  

· We continue to study decimal division and percent in Math.

· The Life Science unit in Science begins next week.  Students will learn about plant and animal transport systems such as the circulatory system and the digestive system.

· In Social Studies, we just completed our study of exploration (test will be returned March 6th) and are beginning a unit on the early colonization of North America.  
· The upper-grades will also be participating in an “anti-bullying” program called Don’t Laugh at Me! provided by the district’s Race, Human Relations Department.  

This school year is speeding by and we still have so much more to learn!  Keep working hard and challenge yourself each day.   Thank you for all of your support.

Sincerely,

Ms. Sullivan
