The Core Rules of Netiquette

Adapted and Abridged for Elementary School Students
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Remember, the Holly Hall Core Values apply to the Internet, too.

Be Respectful

Be Responsible
Be Safe

· Rule 1
Remember the Human
Remember, it will be a person – a human being – who will be reading what you post on the internet, so:

· Remember the Golden Rule

· Do not hurt other people’s feelings

· Would you say that to the person’s face?

· Don’t be rude – don’t use all capital letters – that’s online yelling 

· It can come back to bite you


· Rule 2
Behave online the same way you would in real life
Not being able to see the other person does not permit you to behave badly.

· Follow the rules

· Would you behave that way in front of your parents or teachers?


· Rule 3
Know where you are 

· What might be acceptable language when emailing a friend may not be acceptable for a school Wiki discussion or Message Board

· Online work for school should be the type of work you would turn in in the class


· Rule 4
Respect other people’s time
People are interested in reading what you write, but write only what you need to to answer a question or post a message.

· Stick to the topic

· Don’t tell everything you know

· Remember your reader may have a lot of other messages to read, too


· Rule 5
Make yourself look good online
People will be creating an opinion of you by how you communicate online

· Be polite

· Use good grammar and check your spelling

· Make sense in what you are writing

· Be clear and organized

· Don’t use crazy or distracting fonts and emoticons (Smilies)


· Rule 6
Share what you know
Everybody can add something to the discussion.  Don’t think nobody is interested in what you have to say.


· Rule 7
Keep “Flame Wars” under control
“Flaming” is expressing a very strong opinion on a topic.  Just as you can share a strong opinion in class, you can share one online.  However, remember to follow the other netiquette rules when you do.


· Rule 8
Respect other people’s privacy
Being respectful is especially important online.  You would want someone sharing your secrets with the whole world, so don’t share theirs.

· Don’t post things told to you in private

· Don’t post things that others have asked you not to

· Don’t post things about others without their permission 

· Don’t spread rumors


· Rule 9
Don’t abuse your power
Just because you know how doesn’t mean you should do something, like

· Go to a site that is not appropriate

· Get in to another person’s account

· Change another person’s work

· Use other people’s work without citing the source


· Rule 10
Be forgiving of other people’s mistakes
Everyone has different abilities, even on the internet, so

· Unless it is to be helpful, do not point out someone else’s mistake like misspelling a word

· If you feel that it is helpful to point out a mistake do it politely and kindly

· Don’t make fun of someone because they don’t have the same internet skills you do – you were a newbie once, too

