Theme 1-6 Vocabulary Terms & Definitions
1. debris- the remains of something broken or destroyed.

2. devastation- destruction or ruin.

3. fault- a break in a rock mass caused by a shifting of the earth’s crust.

4. impact- the striking of one body against another.

5. jolt- a sudden jerk or bump.
6. undulating- moving in waves or with a smooth, wavy motion.
7. isolated- separated from others.

8. frantic- very much excited, as from fear or worry.

9. ominous- threatening.
10.  severe- serious or extreme in nature.

11.  fortunate- lucky.

12.  advancing- moving forward.

13.  weathered- changed because of being exposed to the weather.

14.  composite- made up of different substances or parts.

15.  collapsed- fallen inward suddenly.

16.  amateur- someone who engages in an athletic activity for fun rather than for pay.
17.  elements- the parts of which something is made up.
18.  elite- top level; the most carefully selected part of a group.
19.  revolutions- 360-degree turns.
20.  gnarled- knobby, twisted.
21.  eligible- qualified.
22.  overwhelmed- overpowered.
23.  debut- first public performance.
24.  maneuvered- moved carefully around obstacles and into place.
25.  cautious- careful.
26.  dismayed- troubled, distressed.
27.  immobile- unable to move.
28.  futile- hopeless.
29.  gully- a deep ditch cut into the earth by running water.  
30.  ascending- going upward.
31.  enclose- to surround.
32.  grudges- deep feelings of resentment.
33.  receding- moving away from.
34.  eroded- worn away.
35.  boundaries- edges, borders.
36.  momentum- the force or speed that an object has when it moves.
37.  refugees- people who flee in search of protection or shelter.  
38.  launches- puts into action by force.
39.  demanding- requiring  a lot of effort.
40.  intensely- in a way that involves extreme effort.  
41.  cargo- the freight carried by a vehicle.
42.  express- fast, direct, and often nonstop.
43.  oppose- to act against something or someone.
44.  militia- an army of citizens who are not professional soldiers.  
45.  dispatched- sent off to a specific destination.
46.  overtake- to catch up with.
47.  succession- a sequence.
48.  arming- providing with weapons.
49.  fierce- ferocious.
50.  just- honorable and fair.
51.  kin- people related by blood or marriage.
52.  peered- looked at with concentration.
53.  skirmish- a small, short fight between enemies.
54.  skittish- nervous and jumpy.
55.  apprentice- someone who works for another person in order to learn a trade.
56.  captives- prisoners.
57.  conflict- a struggle or a war.
58.  influential- having he power to affect events or sway opinions.
59.  descent- the fact of coming from particular ancestors. 
60.  dexterity- skill in using the hands.
61.  provisions- stocks of food and other supplies.
62.  languished- suffered miserably.
63.  tentative- uncertain or hesitant. 
64.  traitors- people who betray their country.
65.  detain- to delay or to hold back.
66.  reluctant- unwilling or slow to take a necessary action.
67.  spectators- people who watch an event or performance. 
68.  suspects- imagines that something secret or wrong is going on.  
69.  stifle- to interrupt or cutoff.  
70.  attachment- a feeling of fond connection between two beings.  
71.  instinct- a natural feeling that guides one to act in a certain way.  
72.  mature- full-grown.
73.  obstacles- things that get in one’s way.  
74.  cinch- something easy.
75.  veered- swerved.
76.  routes- roads or courses for traveling from one place to another.  
77.  optic- relating to the eye or vision.  
78.  atrophy- the wasting away or deterioration of the body or any of its  organs.  
79.  heritage- all the practices and beliefs passed down from earlier generations.  
80.  rhythmic- having a strong beat with a pattern to it.  
81.  tradition- the passing down of culture from one generation to the next.  
82.  lame- weak and ineffectual or unsatisfactory.  
83.  unison- at the same time.
84.  solemnly- in a serious manner.
85.  gristle- tough tissue or cartilage, especially when found on meat.  
86.  scheme- a secret plan.
87.  prose- ordinary spoken  or written language as opposed to verse or poetry.  
88.  rejected- turned down or did not accept.  
89.  submitted- offered one’s work to someone who might publish it.  
90.  customs- usual way followed by people of a particular group.  
91.  determination- the quality of being firm in carrying out one’s plans.  
92.  inherited- received something from an ancestor.  
93.  reputation- what others think about the character and behavior of someone.  
94.  immigrants- people who leave their native country to settle in another country.  
95.  sod- a chunk of grassy soil held together by matted roots.  
96.  memoir- an account of the personal experiences of its author.  
97.  propaganda- an effort to make people believe a certain opinion or act a certain way.  
98.  bluff- a high cliff or bank.
99.  ravine- a narrow, deep valley, usually worn away by water.  
100. remorse- the unhappiness that comes with wishing that one had not done something.  
101. skittered- moved lightly and quickly.  
102 . condolences- expressions of sympathy for a death.  
103. notorious- well known for having a bad reputation.  
104. urgently- in a manner that calls for immediate action.  
105.  wounds- injuries in which the skin is broken.  
106.  grief- intense sorrow caused by loss.  
107.  seized- took possession of by force.  
108.  rebel- having to do with people who resist authority.  
109.  abundant- more than enough or plentiful.  
110.  aggressive- bold or ready and quick to fight.  
111.  dominance- the condition of having the most control.  
112.  subservience- the state of being willing to yield to others’ power.  
113.  tolerant- able to allow the presence of something unusual without resistance.  
114.  selective- choosy.  
115.  engrossed- completely occupied.  
116.  humility- the quality of being meek or modest.  
117.  instinctive- in a way that is inborn or naturally present at birth. 
118.  wariness- the state of being on one’s guard.  
119.  canopy- the high, sheltering branches of rain forest trees.  
120.  dilemma- a situation in which one is given difficult choices to make.  
121.  diversity- variety.
122.  forage- to search for food.
123.  simulate- imitate.  
124.  potential- capable of being.  
125.  extract- to pull out.  
126.  hesitant- reluctant.  
127.  fashion- to make into a particular form.
128.  blazed- marked or cut, as when making a trail.  
129.  ferocity- the condition of being extremely savage or fierce.   
130. lingering- delaying departure.  
131. lure- a bunch of feathers attached to a long cord, used in falconry to bring the hawk 
       back.  
132.  ventilate- to let fresh air into a place.  
133.  tethered- bound with a rope or chain to limit how far one can move.  
