Name ______________________________


What is Swine Flu?
Just in time to make our study of bacteria and viruses interesting, nature gives us SWINE FLU!  So what is it and why should we care?  Use the World Health Organization (WHO) website http://www.who.int/topics/influenza/en/, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention http://www.cdc.gov/ and any other reliable (no Wikipedia) resources to answer the following questions.  Underlined terms are important vocabulary words that you will have to learn.
1. What is today’s date?  (This is a rapidly changing situation!)

2. What is flu (influenza)?  Include a description of its symptoms.

3. Who usually is at greatest risk for contracting flu?

4. Can flu kill people?  If so, about how many people die from flu in an average year in this country?


5. What type of pathogen causes flu?

6. Can antibiotics control a viral infection?  If not, what kinds of drugs may help?

7. What is the specific pathogen that causes swine flu?

8. What is immunity?


9. Why are we humans worried about swine flu?  (This would suggest that you should know what swine are.)


10. How virulent does swine flu seem to be? 

11. Who seems to be most at risk for contracting the current strain of swine flu?
12. In what country did this swine flu apparently originate?  How many people has it affected there?  Any deaths there?

13. To date, how many cases of swine flu have been reported in the US?              Worldwide?                 How many people have been confirmed to have died from it?

14. What is a vaccine and what does it do?  Is there currently a vaccine against this swine flu?

15. What is an epidemic?

16. What is a pandemic?

17. What is the current World Health Organization (WHO) assessment of the pandemic risk for swine flu?    

18. What measures are being recommended for dealing with the outbreak of swine flu (travel restrictions?  Hygiene measures? Vaccine?





List all of the sources you consulted – remember that Google is not a source, it’s a search engine!!!




