Chapter 6  The Crisis Of Union

Chapter 6.1  Sectional Conflict Intensifies 

· Wilmot Proviso – suggests all territory acquired from Mexico would prohibit slavery

· Proviso is defeated but reveals growing gap between the North and the South

· Free Soilers – new political party that opposed slavery in the territories

Gold Rush in California

· John Sutter discovers gold at Sutter’s Mill

· California Gold Rush – attracted many settlers to the West

· Brought commercial prosperity to cities on Coast, San Francisco

The Mining Frontier

· Boom Towns – cities built up almost overnight

· Ghost towns – abandoned cities after mines stopped producing

Union – unified nation  - OR – separate

· Slavery is key issue in cause of Civil War

· Many people are against slavery but are prejudice do not believe in equality

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin – book about slavery

· Helped encourage anti-slavery movement

Southern Views on Slavery

· Insulted by Beecher’s novel

· Believed plantation homes were like large happy families

· Attacked the evils they saw in the north i.e. industries

Differences Between North and South

· North has more wealth

· North is more industrial and urban, and more diverse because of Irish and German immigrants

· North had more newer technology

· Railroad has major impact in the North – 70% of RR are in the North

· Telegraph – wired along RR tracks; improved communication

Compromise of 1850 – proposed by Clay, Calhoun, and Webster

1. California enters as free

2. New Mexico and Utah would decide for themselves whether to be free or slave

3. Congress would abolish sale of enslaved people in Washington D.C.

4. Slavery itself would remain legal in Washington D.C.

5. A Fugitive Slave Act – order all citizens of the U.S. to assist in the return of enslaved people who had escaped from their owners.  Deny a jury to escaped slaves.

Changes in Political Parties
· Decline of the Whigs – lost support because of support for compromise; old issues are now resolved

· Know-Nothing Party – a.k.a. American Party; began with idea of nativism and trying to Americanize Americans, closely associated with the Order of the Star-Spangled Banner

Kansas-Nebraska Act

· Senator Stephen Douglas of Illinois – wants to become President and wants to benefit from development of the West

· Kansas-Nebraska Act – supported practice of popular sovereignty; lets the states decide whether to be slave or free

· Repeals Missouri Compromise
· Douglas loses support of Northern Democrats, who saw Douglas as a sellout to the South

Violence Begins

· Emigrant Aid societies sent 1200 New Englanders to Kansas to help oppose slavery, known as free soilers

· Pro-slavery settlers in Missouri send secret societies to oppose the free soilers

· Antislavery capital – Topeka

· Proslavery capital - Lecompton

· “Bleeding Kansas” – John Brown led raid against proslavery men; sparked a summer of murderous raids

· “Bleeding Sumner” – Senator Charles Sumner makes fiery speech against slavery and Senator Butler of South Carolina

- Butler’s nephew, congressman Preston Brooks beats Sumner with a cane
Section 2  The Crisis Deepens
Creation of Republican Party

· Dedicated to stopping “Slave Power” or the South

· Gained support from anti-slavery Democrats, Whigs, and Free Soilers in the North

Dred Scott Decision

· Dred Scott, an enslaved man sues his owner saying because he had once lived in free territory that he should be free

· Supreme Court rules against Scott

1. Slaves are not citizens and cannot sue

2. Scott was not free because he lived in free territory at one time

3. Found Missouri Compromise Unconstitutional

- Congress has no power to ban slaver anywhere

The Lecompton Constitution

· Proposed by proslavery Kansans

· Many refused to even vote

· Buchanan endorsed this thinking it would end the problem of slavery in Kansas

· Democratic leader Stephen Douglas criticized Buchanan for his disregard for popular sovereignty

· Congress returned constitution to Kansas for another vote and it is defeated

The  Lincoln- Douglas Debates

· Senator Stephen Douglas – short, stout

· Abraham Lincoln – tall, thin

· Focused on 2 important principles:  majority rule and minority rights

John Brown’s Raid

· After Raids in Kansas, Brown and his men attack federal arsenal in Virginia

· U.S. troops under Robert E. Lee respond and kill many of Brown’s men

· Brown is executed

Section 3  The Union Dissolves

Election of 1860

· Southern Democrats – John Breckinridge

· Constitutional Union Party – John Bell

· Northern Democrats – Stephen Douglas

· Republican Party – Abraham Lincoln

· Lincoln wins with zero electoral votes from the south and 39% of popular votes

Lower South Secedes

· South upset that President could be elected with no electoral votes from the South

· South believes because they voluntarily joined the union, they could choose to leave it

· Seven states form the Confederate States of America

· Elect Jefferson Davis as president

Last-minute Compromises Fail

· Senator John Crittenden proposes a plan that would recognize slavery in territories south of 36’30 parallel

· Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, proposes plan that would allow states to go in peace

· Lincoln does not agree with secession

Fort Sumter

· Federal fort in South Carolina

· Federal soldiers forced to leave after Confederate forces fire against them

· Lincoln does not want to attack and sends supplies to fort

· Davis demands surrender but Lincoln denies

· Confederates fire upon federal forces

· Civil War begins

· Upper South secedes

