Chapter 3 The American Revolution

Section 1 – The Colonies Fight for Their Rights

French and Indian War – 1754-1763

· British and the American colonists against the French and their Indian allies

· Fought for control over eastern North America

· France had better relations with Native Americans

· a.k.a.  Seven Years War (started 2 years later in Europe)

Albany Plan of Union

· Proposed by Ben Franklin to unite colonies and have president to oversee

· Adopted by delegates but not colonists

· Provided a model for the later government

Early British Defeats

· July 9, 1755 French and Native Americans attack British soldiers and colonial militia

· British and colonists had trained to fight in straight lines and out in open

· Guerilla Warfare – hide behind trees and rocks

British Win the War

· Prime Minister William Pitt convinces Parliament to borrow lots of money

· Troops are better-prepared and better-led and begin attacking French forts and settlements

· July 1758 British seize Louisbourg, an important French fortress on Gulf of St. Lawrence

· Nov. 1758 British capture Duquesne in PA

· French retreat into Canada

· 1759 British begin to invade Canada and capture Quebec

· General James Wolfe – British commander

· Marquis de Montcalm – French commander

· Quebec surrenders after heavy losses

· British conquer rest of Canada, including Montreal, and posts along the Great Lakes

Treaty of Paris 1763

· Signed in Paris, France

· Ended French and Indian War

· French turn Canada and lands east of Mississippi River over to Britain, except New Orleans

· British return Cuba to Spain in exchange for Florida

Weakened Loyalty to Britain

· Colonists disappointed with British war tactics and lack of support

· Colonists feel lack of respect from Britain

· Colonists feel they should prosper on their own
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Changing British Policy

· George II, son of George I, is now king of England

· George II replaces William Pitt as Prime Minister with John Stewart

· British, as farmers, pose a threat to Native American lands and resources in Great Lakes region

· British General Jeffrey Amherst despised Indians and ended flow of trade goods

· Pontiac’s Rebellion – Ottawa, Huron, Potawatomi, and other Indians strike back 

· Native Americans capture all but 2 forts and kill over 2,000 colonists

· Proclamation of 1763 – closed off all areas west of Appalachian Mountains to colonist settlement

Britain’s Financial Problems 

· England most highly taxed people in the world

· Large debt from war

· George Grenville, new finance minister, proposes new taxes on colonies to raise money

Sugar Act – 1764 cut the duty on foreign molasses in half

· hoped to eliminate smuggling

· British navy patrol American coast

· smuggling cases would be held in British courts by a judge

· Judge received 5% commission on all smuggle cases found guilty

Quartering Act – 1765 required colonies to provide housing and supplies for the British troops who remained in America after the War

Stamp Act – 1765 placed a tax on newspapers, pamphlets, legal documents, and most other printed material

· required govt. stamp to be printed to prove tax was paid

· first act passed strictly to raise money for Britain

Stamp Act Congress – group of delegates to discuss Stamp Act

· James Otis argues “no taxation without representation”

· Believed colonists should have same rights as British 

Sons of Liberty – one of the groups that organize to boycott and resist British policies

· attacked houses of people distributing stamps

· Stamp Act is repealed by Parliament after Grenville is forced from office

Rising Tensions in the Colonies

· Declaratory Act – stated Parliament had the authority to make laws that applied to the colonists in all cases whatsoever

· Townshend Acts – placed duties on certain goods, including glass and tea

· named after Charles Townshend, chief financial officer

· boycott is renewed

Boston Massacre – British troops open fire on crowd of unruly colonists and kill an African American named Crispus Attucks and 4 other colonists

  - 7 soldiers found not guilty, 2 had thumbs branded

· Parliament cancels Townshend Acts, except for Tea

· Colonists continue boycott on tea and form Committed of Correspondence to organize resistance

Boston Tea Party

Tea Act – gave British East India Company right to sell its tea without paying normal taxes

· drives colonial merchants out of business

· colonists, dress as Indians, board 3 ships in Boston and dump tea into harbor

Intolerable Acts – (a.k.a. Coercive Acts) series of punitive acts to punish for Boston Tea Party

· extended southern Boundary of Canada to Ohio River, stripping Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Virginia of their western land claims

First Continental Congress – 56 delegates meet in Philadelphia to plan a united response to Intolerable Acts

· important delegates:  George Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Samuel Adams

· renewed boycott

· called on colonies to form militias

· made a direct appeal to the king of England

· George II declares colonies in a state of rebellion

Fighting at Lexington and Concord

· Patriots – a.k.a. King George’s “rebels”

· Massachusetts Patriots formed militia 

· British troops ordered to seize supplies in Concord, supposed to be secret

· Paul Revere, William Dawes, and Dr. Samuel Prescott go out to warn Patriots

· British forces reach Lexington (about 5 miles from Concord)

· Difficult victory for the British
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· 1/3 Patriots, 1/3 Loyalists or Tories, 1/3 neutral

British Strengths

· Well-equipped, disciplined, and trained army

· Finest Navy in the world

· 50,000 Loyalists  help fight with army

· Slaves helped because British had promised their freedom

· Native Americans help

· 30,000 mercenaries

British Weaknesses

· War not popular in Great Britain

· British citizens resent paying taxes for war and sympathize with Americans

· Had to fight in hostile territory

· Commanders resist adapting their tactics to conditions in America

American Strengths

· Fighting on own territory

· Familiar with Guerrilla warfare tactics

· George Washington, exceptional commander

American Weaknesses

· Lack of well-supplied, stable, and effective fighting force

· Never knew how many troops they would have

Fighting in the North

· Battle of Trenton -  Washington’s army fight on Christmas and destroy British at Trenton New Jersey and a few days later at Princeton

· Boosted Patriot morale and convinced more Americans to support Patriot cause

Victory at Saratoga

· Series of American victories at Saratoga New, York

· Marks turning point of the war

Help from Abroad

· Americans sign an alliance agreement with France

· Spain joins war as France’s ally

· Continued support from France, Spain, Netherlands, and Germany
American Hardships

· Valley Forge – soldiers suffer through winter with little supplies

· Continental Congress had little real power to finance war

· British navy blockade the Atlantic Coast

· Increase in price:  bushel of corn  - (1777 = $1,  1779 = $80)

Victories in the West and South

· Loyalists do most of fighting for the British

· British victories:  Battle of Kings Mountain, Camden, Battle of Cowpens, Battle of Guilford Court House

· Patriots and French under Marquis de Lafayette fight back and defeat British at Battle of Yorktown

· Cornwallis surrenders to Washington

Treaty of Paris (1783)

1. Great Britain recognizes independence of the U.S.

2. northern border between U.S. and Canada was set from New England to the Mississippi river, along the Great Lakes

3. Mississippi River is set as new boundary between the U.S. and Spanish territory to the West.  Navigation on river is open to British and American citizens

4. Florida, returned to Spain

5. Great Britain agrees to withdraw remaining troops

6. Congress pledges to recommend to the states the rights and property of American Loyalists be restored and no action taken against them

Impact of Revolution

· Promoted anti-slavery in the North, with limited rights
· Made slavery more restrictive in the South

· Disaster for Native Americans; destroyed the Iroquois League

· Spread idea of liberty, at home and abroad

Section 4
Articles of Confederation – set of laws to govern the nation

· 1777 Continental Congress

· Established limited national government

· One branch: legislature

Today: 

Legislative – Congress, make laws

Executive – headed by president, executes laws

Judicial – courts and judges, interprets laws

Under Articles of Confederation

· Legislative – takes on power of executive and legislative

· No judicial, states maintain own court system

· No power to tax

· Each state could send as many representatives as they want to, but only one vote

· 9 or 13 to pass any measure

· 13 of 13 in order to change articles

State Constitution –more powerful than articles

Democracy – government by the people

Republic – government run by the people through elected officials

Opposition to the Articles

Economic problems

· Some feared gave too much power to ordinary (less-educated) citizens

· War Debt – causes economic chaos and money problems

Concerns about weak government

· Nationalists – wanted to strengthen national government  (George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin)

· Weak government would be considered weak by other nations

· no power to tax, control issues in states

Shays’s Rebellion

· People start to demand their money back from war loans

· Massachusetts passes tax to be paid in specie

· Hurts farmers who usually traded; Courts seize their land

· Farmers such as Daniel Shays rebel and riot

· Congress had no power to tax or to raise an army

· Signifies need for strong national government
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Constitutional Convention

· 55 delegates from 12 states

· James Madison – “the father of the Constitution”, attended every meeting

· George Washington elected president by delegates

Divisions at the Convention

Virginia Plan – submitted by Edmund Randolph

· Creation of bicameral, or 2 house legislature

· # of representatives based on population

· New legislature would have power to tax, regulate foreign and interstate trade, power to veto any state legislature

New Jersey Plan – proposed by William Paterson

· Unicameral legislature

· Each state has equal number of representatives

· New legislature would have power to tax, regulate foreign and interstate trade

Reaching Agreements

Great Compromise

· Creation of bicameral legislature

· Senate – each state has equal representation

· House of Representatives – based on population

Three-fifths Compromise – when calculating population – “would slaves be included?”

· 3/5 of each slave state’s population would be counted

Federal and State Powers

· Reserved powers – reserved for the states

· Delegated powers – delegated to the federal government

· Concurrent powers – held by state and federal at same time

· Separation of Powers – to control power within the national government

· Checks and balances – gave each branch the power to “check” or stop the others in certain ways

· Congress – Senate and House of Representatives combined most powerful legislative body in nation.  (power to coin money, declare war, provide navy, regulate commerce)

· President – four year term (today, 2 term limit)

· Electoral college – determines president

· House of Representatives – final decision maker if Electoral College can not decide

· Federal Courts – members chosen by President

· Supreme court and lesser courts

· Details of court system left vague

· 9 of 13 states must ratify or approve it

· Special conventions called in each state to vote

Federalists – supporters of the constitution (George Washington, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton)

· Wrote a series of 85 essays called The Federalist to answer any fears of a strong federal govt.

Anti-federalists – opposed the constitution (Patrick Henry)

· Fear of strong federal govt.

· Opposed presidency and federal court system

Why the Federalists won

1. Articles of Confederation had many flaws

2. United around specific plan – the constitution

3. well-organized national group

4. had George Washington on their side

Bill of Rights – 1st ten amendments to the constitution

· Against – no need to spell out rights, all rights not defined or designated to govt are guaranteed to people

· For – to protect guarantee of certain rights

· President George Washington – elected in 1789 by Electoral College

