Chapter 1 Converging Cultures
Section 1 The Migration to America

Asian Immigration to America

· Ice Age – 100,000 yrs ago 

· People - 15,000-30,000 yrs ago from Asia

· 1st people came to America across Bering strait

· 1st people were nomads

Early Civilizations in America

· Agricultural Revolution – 9,000-10,000 yrs ago

· Change from nomads to farmers brings more complex governments and trade (civilizations)

Mesoamerica

· Olmec – 1500 – 300 B.C. in southern Mexico

· Mayan – A.D. 200 – 900 in the Yucatan Peninsula

· Aztec – A.D. 1325 in Tenochtitlan 

The American Southwest

· Hohokam – A.D. 300 in south-central Arizona

· Anasazi – A.D. 700 in northwest Mexico

Mound Builders

· Hopewell – 200 B.C. in North American eastern woodlands

· Mississippi River valley people – A.D. 700 in Cahokia (near St. Louis)

Native American Cultural Diversity

· The Far North –hunted seals, walruses, whales, and polar bears

· The Pacific –fishermen

· The Southwest –farmers

· The Great Plains - nomadic hunters

· The Eastern Woodlands – hunters, fishermen, and farmers

Section 2 Europe and Africa

European Society

· Middle Ages – A.D. 500-1400

· Feudalism – king gives estates to nobles in exchange for military support

· Manorialism – peasants work for nobles

· Serfs – people who were bound to the manor and the lord’s will

Expanding Horizons

· Roman Catholic – in Europe

· Islam – Middle East and Africa

· Crusades – holy wars 

· End of feudalism

· Begin trade between Europe, Asia, and Africa

New States, New Technology

· 4 strong states – Portugal, England, Spain, and France

· Renaissance – intellectual revolution and artistic rebirth

· Astrolabe – navigational instrument

· Caravel – ship that could sail against the wind

· Explorers:

· Bartolomeu Dias  - Cape of Good Hope (southern tip of Africa

· Vasco da Gama – sailed from Portugal to India

West African Civilization

· 3 great empires:  Ghana, Mali, and Songhai

· Sahara – desert region

· Gold – West Africa prospers due to gold trade

· Ghana – earliest African empire, A.D. 400;  Soninke people

· Mali – Malinke people

· Songhai – Sorko people

· Benin – in Savannah

Slavery and Sugar

· African slaves were war captives who eventually absorbed into captor’s culture

· Sugar growers from Spain and Portugal seek African slaves

· During 1400s European enslavement of Africans is modest

Section 3  Europe Encounters America

The Vikings Arrive in America

· Vikings – people who came from Scandinavia

· 1000 A.D. Leif Ericcson and 35 Vikings explore coast of Labrador

· Came before Christopher Columbus

Columbus’s Plan and Exploration

· Funded by Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain to make voyage to Asia

· 4 expeditions to America

· 1st voyage – made it to the Bahamas and returned with gold, spices, and Native Americans

· Treaty of Tordesillas – divides all non-Christian lands between Spain and Portugal

· Later voyages – claims new lands for Spain

Continuing Expeditions

· Naming America – Amerigo Vespucci

· Spanish Explorations:


-  Juan Ponce de Leon – fountain of youth, florida


-  Vasco de Balboa – 1st to see Pacific 
Ocean from American continent


-  Ferdinand Magellan – 1st to 
circumnavigate the globe

Columbian Exchange

· Exchange of goods and interactions between Europe and America

· From America to Europe – potato, corn, canoes, ponchos, and snowshoes

· From Europe to America – chickens, cattle, horses, new technology, and diseases

Section 4  Spain and France Build Empires
The Conquest of Mexico

· Hernan Cortes lead the Spanish march into the Aztec empire

· Cortes defeats Montezuma and the Aztec’s after smallpox plagued Mexico
New Spain Expands

· Conquistadors sent by Cortes to conquer the rest of Central America

· Francisco Pizarro conquers the Inca in Peru

· Conquistadors search for City of Gold, Seven Golden Cities in American Southwest

· The territory North of New Spain became New Mexico

· Spanish built presidios and missions throughout the region to protect settlers and spread Christian faith

Spanish American Society
· Mining of silver, Ranching, and Encomienda system in Southwest
· Class-based Society

· Peninsulares – people born in Spain

· Criollos – born in colonies to Spanish parents

· Mestizos – people of Spanish and Native American descent 
· Audiencia – judges, administrators, and lawmakers appointed by 
king to watch over colonies
The French Empire in America

· Gionni da Verrazano - came to America in search of Northwest Passage

· Jacques Cartier – made 3 voyages to North America, mapping the St. Lawrence River

· New France is founded by Samuel de Champlain in Quebec in 1602

· France’s Empire expands in 1663 when King Louis XIV made incentives to settle in colonies

· Mississippi is found by Louis Joliet and Jacques Marquette

· Louisiana is founded by Rene-Robert Cavalier de La Salle

· French had difficulty settling Louisiana due to swamps and inadequate conditions

· France and Spain are rivals for domination of North America
