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1.  What does it mean that Okonkwo’s transgression against the clan is a “feminine” one?  Even if it is “feminine,” why is it necessary that Okonkwo be exiled?  Why is it difficult for Okonkwo to deal with the judgment of the clan?

2.  What strategies do the British employ to gain a foothold in and ultimately begin to control the society of the Ibo people?  (You’ll want to consider not only general policies of the colonizers, but the specific actions of Mr. Brown, Mr. Smith, and the District Commander as well.)  What values do the colonizers emphasize that are beginning to supplant traditional tribal values? 

3.  Why is Okonkwo so ill-equipped to deal with the challenge the British pose to his way of life?  What do you believe was his rational for his final action?

