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Study Questions, The Narrative of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave
1.  Frederick Douglass’s narrative is noteworthy particularly in the way it analyzes the slave system as a whole—focusing on the impact of slavery upon both blacks and whites.  According to Douglass, what are the effects of slavery on both the slave and the slaveholder?

2.  The entire ideology and reality of American slavery was built upon the belief that the African slave was no better than an animal, lacking the intellectual, emotional, and moral faculties of the white race.  How does Douglass, both in the events he chooses to focus on (and not focus on!) and in the ways he portrays his own development, work to counteract this philosophy throughout his narrative?

3.  Douglass’s relationship to religion is a complex one.  What role does he see God playing in his life and what attitude does he hold toward Christianity as it is practiced in America?  In addition, why, given the nature of the abolition movement, might Douglass have felt it necessary to attach an appendix to his narrative directly addressing this issue?
