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Study Questions: A Guideline


For each novel we will be reading this semester, you will be asked to answer a series of study questions.  The purpose of these is three-fold:

a. To give you plenty of opportunities to practice writing about literature without the pressure of a full-scale paper

b. To help you prepare for in-class discussions:  At least once a week, we will take a break from the play we are currently dealing with to talk about the outside reading; obviously, our discussions will be much more fruitful if you have given the novel some thought beforehand.

c. To help you prepare for the larger writing assignments: You will find the papers much easier to deal with when you have already thought and written about the subject at hand.  Frankly, one of your goals should be to do so well on the study questions that you already have one or two good body paragraphs that you can build the rest of a paper around.

Your performance on these questions will make up a substantial portion of your writing grade, and I will be grading them quite rigorously.  All answers should be typed, no answer should be less than ¾ of a page in length, and all answers should make use of both specific details and quotes from the text (It is, of course, assumed that by this point in your education you understand that you never write about a piece of literature in a substantial way without quoting from it).  As such, you must quote at least once from the text in each question.
Please keep in mind that these questions will interpretation-based, not simply who did what to whom. I will want you to demonstrate independent, critical thinking as you write about themes, characters, plot structure, symbols, etc..  The success of your answers will depend on your ability to both articulate and back up your ideas.

