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Response Paper:  Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself”
For this paper, you may explore any aspect of your “Whitman-esque” reading experience that you like.  If you wish to concentrate more on the style than the themes you may do so; if you prefer the reverse, that is also acceptable (although the ideal scenario might be to begin to see if you can offer up some thoughts as to how the poem’s style and themes fit together).  Try not to do too much, though; in such a small number of pages, it is probably best to make some headway with one or two ideas rather than to cast a wide but diffuse net.  Also, while you are not required to quote from the text, you may find it useful to occasionally ground your argument in the specifics of Whitman’s text.  

In terms of my approach for grading these, I will be looking for two things:

(a) displayed facility with the text—it should be clear to me that you have read this poem well and have given over some of your time and effort in terms of thinking about its various levels of meaning

(b) creative analysis—one of the fun things about writing a response paper is that it is not expected that you will be fleshing out an argument and all its implications thoroughly; thus, feel free to take risks, to really push at the text and offer up thoughts that, if required to, would force you to write truly imaginative reading of this text
Length: 2-2 ½ pages

Due:  December 13
