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Personal Essay Assignment
Your task is to write a 2 page personal essay in which you describe a moment in your young adult life that you would classify as a moment when you learned something new about yourself, or rediscovered something about yourself that you may have forgotten:  maybe you finally succeeded at something you had failed at when younger; maybe you faced a difficult truth or had to come to terms with a difficult loss and thus encountered as-yet-untapped sources of strength or wisdom; maybe you learned something you wouldn’t have been able to handle when younger.

Remember, that while, structurally, a personal essay is primarily a narrative, it ultimately must conclude with a discussion of the meaning of your experience.  Also, keep in mind that it is your job to transport the reader, to make him/her feel that he/she has lived through what you lived through.  This is accomplished through a well-organized narrative and concrete, vivid details.  Without this, the reader will be unable to understand why you learned what you did and your efforts at communication and education will have failed.  Finally, a good personal essay should begin with a hook—a vivid moment or turn of phrase--that draws the reader immediately into your piece and your experience.
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