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Study Questions, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Part 1



1.  While Tom Sawyer figures only briefly in the first half of Huckleberry Finn, Huck speaks of him often and Twain is clearly using Tom as a parallel figure for Huck.  In what ways are Huck and Tom similar and how do they diverge?  Keep in mind that Huck himself may not be entirely aware of how he is different from Tom in significant ways.

2.  Twain spends much of the first half of the novel drawing a portrait of two worlds:  the civilized world of Widow Douglas, Miss Watson, Judge Thatcher, the Shepersdons, the Grangerfords, etc., and the world of Huck, Jim, and Pap.  How do these two worlds differ?  Make sure to pay attention to not only more obvious qualities—physical landscape, behavior of the characters—but also to issue like the moral/ethical/religious values emphasized and/or practiced in each sphere.  Also, in some ways, is the distinction that Twain making a false one?

3.  Much of what has made Huckleberry Finn a controversial text is the character of Jim.  (a) Describe Jim, paying attention to his beliefs, actions, manner of speaking, relationship with Huck, etc.  (b)  What is your response to Twain’s depiction of Jim?  Do you find Twain’s portrait of the character to be insulting?; ennobling?; somewhere in between?  Do you understand why many African-Americans and others would be critical of the novel?
