SEPTA MEETING MINUTES– September 12, 2011 – Welcome Back!
Call to Order: 7:05pm b y Suzanne Lerner, President

Introduction of New Board for 2011-2012

President – Suzanne Lerner

1st VP  – Denise McMahon

2nd VP (Membership)– Mary Herle

3rd VP – (Teacher Rep) - Mary Sicardi, St. James El

Treasurer – Mary Rose Rafferty

Recording Secretary – Nicole Heller

Corresponding Secretary – Dotti Heil

Council Delegate – Mary Rose Rafferty

Legislative Representative – Denise McMahon

Programming – Mary Herle

Please sign in on sign in sheet

Treasurer’s Report: – given by Mary Rose Rafferty
June Audit - $8,362.00 ending balance – Audit approved – Adoption of budget being worked on
July ending balance - $5,963.91
CD balance July - $2,840.28

No bank statements for August yet.
Correspondence: – Book passed around 

Membership:   Mary Herle – Membership now open, forms available tonight and online, please support SEPTA and become a member

Council: – Mary Rose Rafferty –Pilot program pier mentoring program in place at High School East to be considered at High School West for incoming 9th graders…currently for regular ed students, perhaps to be considered for special ed students

Legislation:  Denise McMahon – no meeting yet
Board of Ed: –  Nothing to report – no meetings yet

Vocational Training:  Katherine Rehn –(382-2081)  Have a great school year and welcome back

President’s Report: – Suzanne Lerner – 

1. Septa Reps needed – volunteers obtained as follows:

Nesconset El – Nicole Heller

Nessaquake – Elyse Jarvis

St. James El – Mary Herle

Acompsett El – Alesia Simco

Dogwood – Jennifer Trabulsi

Accompsett Middle & HSW – Anita Goldman

HSE – Martha Hannan

Great Hollos MS – Jeannette Kattou

We need Septa reps still for Mt. Pleasant El, Tackan, Smithtown El and Mills Poind please.

2. Idea presented to perhaps sell notepads and membership in bundles through our Septa reps

3. Printing error on septa meeting dates – April’s meeting is on the 2nd at 7pm not the 9th, we are redoing our cards

4. Two children received Septa scholarships in June, discussion of the need for the child’s family to be septa members for child to be eligible for scholarship, we send out letters to this effect also mentioning those students declassified for 2 years being eligible as well

5. Upcoming CS/CSE parent members mailing…we always need parent members 

6. November Septa meeting will have two distinguished educators from Apple (one who works for the NYS Dept. of Education – Leslie Schecht and Meg Wilson) to discuss Ipads and the future of Ipads for our school children, will be first come , first serve basis, open to smithtown district parents first, in Auditorium with ½ hour Q&A, Mary Lou Heinz volunteered to handle RSVPs, flyer will be sent out, limited seating approx 220, donation will be taken and optional and proceeds will go toward septa scholarship or perhaps Ipads (checking into this)

7. Mary Herle is working on speakers for the year’s septa meetings

Eric Harris is now Chapter Coordinator for Suffolk Chapter of CHADD– meetings are first Wednesday of the month…upcoming meeting 10/5 Dr. Brian Lebowitz who is Assistant Director of Neurology at Stony Brook will be speaker, see CHADD website for info (CHADD .org)

 Administrator’s Report: – Dr. Brenda Clark – 

1. Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year

2. Meetings with secondary teachers took place, starting meetings with elementary teachers

3. We should secure a back up venue for November Apple presentation

4. We have special education children in each of our 14 buildings in this district and have children with 11 or the 13 disability categories, some buildings have more specialty i.e. St. James for Autism, all staffing is in place

5. Now using new statewide IEP landscape format which you have received and is more user friendly and contains areas for parents concerns at annual meetings, goals are more streamlined

6. Will check into 3 minute rule for special ed transportation

7. Some reorganization in NY Ave Building, New Assistant Superintendent who has some background in special ed,also the pre school is now moved downstairs from 2nd floor, more accessible for parents with strollers, etc., also Dr. Clark’s office closer to the big Special Ed office

8. Issues possible being looked into i.e. whether mandate needed or not for school psychologist at parent meetings, currently have 16 psychologists in the district full time, none were cut; also whether parent members should be an opt in or opt out, currently opt out i.e. you can opt out of having a parent member at your meeting, not the other way around

9. Housing Committee meeting on 9/22, Ms. Heimerle and Ms. Herle on committee, almost ready to make recommendations to the Board

10. RCTs reinstated – Regents Competency Tests for January

New Business – Mary Herle would like to thank all that work in the office for their awesome hard work

Meeting Adjourned
Next meeting will be Monday, October 3, 2011 at 7pm in NY Ave Auditorium

Visit our website at www.smithtownsepta.com

 (minutes by Eva Kehoe)
