List of Stations

Station 1 - Visitor Center* (Two students are required for this station.)

Student 1: Welcome to The Hermitage, home of President Andrew Jackson. Today, members of Ms./Mr. _____'s class at _____School will be your guides on the grounds.

Student 2: Your tour will begin at the ticket office (show direction). Thank you for coming today.

Enjoy your visit!
Station 2 - Portrait of Andrew Jackson

This portrait of Andrew Jackson was painted by Ralph E. W. Earl. Some watches, chains,fobs, and eyeglasses that belonged to the General can be seen in this case. Please continue down the hallway. Thank you.
Station 3 – 1837 Map

This map shows the twenty-six states of the Union when President Jackson left office in1837. Arkansas and Michigan were added during his presidency. In the hallway, you can read stories from the Hermitage slave community. Thank you.
Station 4 – Carriages and Mannequins (Limit one student only.)

These carriages were used by Andrew Jackson in Washington and at The Hermitage. The mannequins of Mr. and Mrs. Jackson reflect their actual sizes. Their clothes are similar to the ones worn by them to a ball celebrating the victory of the Battle of New Orleans. Please

be sure to visit the museum before you leave (show direction). When you are ready to go to

the mansion, exit here (show direction) and follow the path to the house. Thank you.
Station 5 - Museum (Limit one student only.)Welcome to the museum gallery! This is a model of the First Hermitage Farmhouse, home

of Andrew Jackson and his family from 1804 until 1821. After they moved to the mansion, enslaved families used the log farmhouse. Be sure to see this cabin when you are touring the grounds. Enjoy the museum!
Station 6 – Jackson’s Belongings

Hello! In these display cases you can see personal items that belonged to Andrew and Rachel Jackson. Mementos of hair were common gifts in the 1800s, and this case shows a gold and

onyx locket that holds a lock of Andrew Jackson’s hair. Please continue around the museum to see more artifacts. Thank you.
Station 7 - Fence Entrance

Welcome to The Hermitage! Andrew Jackson bought 425 acres of land here in 1804. At its peak in the 1830s, the farm had grown to over 1100 acres. As you approach the carriage driveway, you will see many new red cedar trees that were planted to replace the ones destroyed by a tornado in 1998. Please continue to follow the path. Thank you.
Station 8 - Carriage Driveway

Many dignified guests such as Sam Houston, James K. Polk, and Martin Van Buren visited The Hermitage. This is the carriage drive they used. The guitar shape of the driveway can be seen from the upstairs windows of the mansion. Please continue to follow the path. Thank

you.
Station 9 - Mansion Waiting Area * (Demonstrate toy while talking.)

Many children grew up at The Hermitage. Among them were the grandchildren of Andrew Jackson: Little Rachel, Andrew III, and Samuel. Most of their toys were simply made of

wood, metal, string, and paper. This toy is called "Jacob's Ladder," and it would have been popular during their time period. Would you like to try it?
Station 10 - Mansion Front *

Rachel Jackson chose this location for her home, but she never saw the mansion as it looks today. It was built in the Federal style between 1819 and 1821, and Mrs. Jackson died in 1828.

After a fire in 1834, the house was rebuilt in the present Greek Revival style. When President Jackson retired, he returned to this home and lived here eight more years until his death in 1845. I hope you enjoy your tour of the mansion.
Station 11 – Mansion Kitchen

Because of the heat from cooking and the risk of fire, the kitchen was separated from the rest of the house. The cooks had to start working at dawn to have the main meal ready later in

the day. Betty, an enslaved person, served as the head cook for over fifty years. Food was cooked in the fireplace, and fruits and vegetables were stored in the root cellar under the

table. Thank you.
Station 12 - Smokehouse

There were no refrigerators at The Hermitage, so meat had to be preserved by salting, pickling, and smoking. All of the meat for the Jacksons and the enslaved families was cured in the smokehouse. About 25,000 pounds of pork were preserved each year, and every part of the hog was used except the "squeal!" Thank you.
Station 13 - Back Steps

This boot scraper was placed here to help keep the floors clean inside the mansion. Gentlemen would wipe the mud off their boots before entering the house. (Demonstrate.)

The cellar was used as a cool place to store foods (show direction). Every year before Christmas, it was cleaned out so the annual shipment of goods from New Orleans could be stored there. Thank you.
Station 14 - Back Yard

When Andrew Jackson lived here, the back yard was a work area with lots of buildings that are no longer standing. Chores such as washing clothes and making soap and candles would have been done here. You would have seen pigs and chickens roaming freely in this area. You may even see a few chickens today! Thank you.
Station 15 – Magnolia Tree

The Southern Magnolia tree keeps its beautiful green leaves throughout the year. In late spring, it has large, white, sweet-smelling flowers. Andrew Jackson planted a magnolia tree from The Hermitage on the White House grounds in memory of his wife, and it’s still there today. There are several buildings for you to see in this area including Alfred’s Cabin, The Springhouse, and the First Hermitage cabins. Enjoy your tour!
Station 16 - Garden Gate

This is the original site of the garden. Andrew Jackson hired William Frost, an English gardener, to design a formal garden for Rachel when the mansion was being built. The bricks that line the paths were made on the Hermitage property. They were longer than ordinary bricks so they could be placed deeper in the ground to keep rodents out of the garden beds. Please enjoy the garden.
Station 17 - Center Garden

The Hermitage garden covers an acre of land. Mrs. Jackson loved the garden, and her favorite flowers were roses and violets. To my left, you'll see a row of herbs and spices which were grown to make home remedies, season food, and scent bath water. Vegetables were also grown in the garden. Thank you.
Station 18 - Rachel and Andrew Jackson's Tomb

Rachel Jackson died suddenly on December 22, 1828, at the age of 61. Three years after her death, this tomb was completed in her memory. It is made of Tennessee limestone. When

Andrew Jackson died in 1845, he was buried next to his beloved wife. Thank you.

Station 19 - Alfred's Grave

Alfred, a former enslaved person, served as the first tour guide when the mansion opened as a museum in 1889. He was born at The Hermitage and lived here all of his life. Alfred was about 98 years old when he died. Thank you.
Station 20 - Alfred's Cabin*

This was the home of Alfred Jackson in the late 1800s. In 1867, Alfred bought some of the President’s furnishings, including one of his beds. He had to cut off the legs to get it in the cabin! Alfred’s Cabin is now being restored to fix the airflow under the cabin as part of a million dollar renovation to Alfred’s Cabin, and the Mansion.
Station 21 - Springhouse

In the early days, people bought land where there was a good supply of water. This spring furnished all the water for cooking, cleaning, bathing, and drinking. The house built over the cool spring was used to keep milk, cheese, and butter fresh. Please feel free to look through the doorway. Thank you.
Station 22 - First Hermitage Site

Welcome to the First Hermitage! This is where Andrew Jackson and his family lived for 17 years after he bought the property in 1804. These cabins have recently been opened to the public after being closed for over 50 years. Today you can step inside and see a glimpse of the past. Thank you.
Station 23- Jackson Farmhouse

When Andrew Jackson lived in this cabin, it was a two-story farmhouse with French wallpaper and nice furnishings. After the Jacksons moved to the new brick mansion in 1821, this house was converted to a one-story slave dwelling. When you step inside, you’ll see the rooms that used to be the second story of the Jackson home. Thank you.
Station 24 – First Hermitage Kitchen

This cabin was built soon after Andrew Jackson moved to The Hermitage. The north room with its six-feet wide fireplace served as a kitchen for the Jacksons, and the other room housed the cook and her family. You can read more about the people who lived here and see some of their personal items on display in the cabin. Thank you.
Station 25 - Triplex

The foundation you see was once a triplex slave cabin that housed three families. As many as ten to twelve people lived in each room. Artifacts found in this area suggest that the "house seamstress" lived in the center room. Lots of pins, buttons, needles, and sewing items have been excavated here. Thank you.
Station 26 - War Road *

This alley of trees was created in 1914 by The Ladies Hermitage Association to line an entryway for automobiles (show direction). It was called the "War Road" because the trees came from battlefields associated with Andrew Jackson. Although most of the trees are

original, some have been replaced over the years. This path will lead you back to the Visitor Center. Thank you for coming to The Hermitage today. I hope you enjoyed your visit!
