Six Trait Writing Guide

	Ideas & Content
	Organization
	Voice
	Word Choice
	Sentence Fluency
	Conventions
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	· Clear, focused and interesting

· Insightful

· Relevant details

· Balance: main points stand out

· Writer in control

· Writer shapes ideas and makes connections

· Uses proper direct quotations when necessary
	· Compelling

· Moves the reader through the text

· Lead-in and conclusions are strong

· Pacing well-controlled

· Transitions smooth

· Reader hardly has to think about the organization

· Sequencing logical and effective
	· Writer speaks directly to the reader

· Expressive, engaging

· Honest:  written from the heart

· Can sense the person behind the words

· Language is natural

· Tone/voice seem appropriate
	· Interesting, precise and natural

· Words are specific, accurate; just right

· Imagery is strong

· Powerful verbs

· Language is natural

· Expression is fresh and appealing
	· Easy flow and rhythm when read aloud

· Sentences well built

· Strong and carried structure

· Fragments used for effect; dialogue sounds natural

· Sentences display an effective combination of power and grace

· Fragments and dialogue work well
	· Good grasp of standard conventions

· Paragraphing is sound

· Punctuation is smooth

· Spelling generally correct (difficult words)

· Requires only light editing to polish for publication

· Writer may manipulate for effect
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	· Clear and focused

· Development limited

· Some trouble moving from general observations to specifics

· More information is needed to “fill in the blanks”

· Main points lack originality

· Uses proper direct quotations but not always appropriately
	· The order or structure moves the reader without undue confusion

· Lead-in not strong; conclusion not satisfying

· Connections are fuzzy

· Sequencing is logical

· Pacing is fairly well controlled

· Organization does not seriously get in the way
	· Writer not genuinely engaged or involved

· Moments of amusement or surprise

· Writing hides as much of the writer as it reveals

· Writer weighs words for distance or to avoid risk
	· Language is functional

· Lacks punch; does get the message across

· Words are correct and adequate, but not precise

· Writer avoids experimentation

· Writer uses redundancy or cliché, but does not rely on them
	· Lacks rhythm and grace

· More businesslike or mechanical

· Not literary

· Good control over simple sentence structure

· Favors a particular sentence pattern

· Reader has to hunt for clues to link sentences
	· Reasonable control over limited conventions

· Spelling usually correct (easy words)

· Terminal punctuation almost always correct

· Paragraphing attempted

· Errors somewhat distracting
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	· No clear sense of purpose or central theme

· Information is very limited or unclear

· Text is repetitious; reads like a collection of random thoughts

· Writer has yet to define the topic or sense of direction to guide development

· Direct quotations needed but not used
	· Lacks clear sense of direction

· No identifiable sense of structure

· Sequencing, if it exists, needs work

· No real lead in or conclusion

· Transitions not clearly defined

· Hard to understand main point
	· Writer seems indifferent, distant

· Monotone

· Writing is flat, lifeless or mechanical

· Functional; no attempt to move or to involve the reader

· Writer does not connect with audience
	· Limited vocabulary

· Language vague/abstract

· Persistent redundancy

· Uses clichés as a crutch

· Words used incorrectly in more than one or two cases

· Writer does not select words to help reader
	· Difficult to follow or read aloud

· Choppy, incomplete, rambling, awkward

· Sentences do not sound natural

· Sentence structure obscures meaning

· Little or no real variety in sentence length or structure
	· Errors in spelling, punctuation, usage and grammar repeatedly distract the reader

· Requires extensive editing to polish for publication

· Paragraphing is missing or incorrect

· Reader must first decode, then read for meaning


