College Preparatory United States History 
Movers and Shakers / Roast or Toast Speech
Mid-Nineteenth Century American Historical Figures
	As we celebrate the accomplishments and influence of many of the great figures of the 19th century, students will prepare a two minute speech as a roast or toast of one of the historical figures listed.  Students should include his/her major contributions (that which got them into the history books) and biographical information (not when or where they were born or when or where they died) that allows the audience to get to know the person involved.  Students should cite evidence supporting their decision to either toast (celebrate the accomplishments) or roast (poke fun at the person and their life) their chosen figure.  Students should also address how the individual fits into any of the themes covered in this unit – nationalism, reform, religious awakening, sectionalism, the creation of an “American” culture, and expansion of the American economy and technology.
Visuals are required and may include photographs, slides, computer presentations, etc., that will help the class identify your historical figure.  The visuals must be large enough to be seen clearly across the classroom; anything else is unacceptable.  You may also choose to dress the part.
Any computer visuals must be tested out in advance on your computer in the classroom with Ms. Noonan or they cannot be used; the deadline for testing is by the end of the day, Friday, November 14, 2008.
You will turn in a typed, double-spaced speech with a three source bibliography; the textbook or encyclopedias will not count.  Use of biographies is considered a plus in compiling your information.  Though they should not be used extensively, Internet sources are allowed.  Make sure you are using reputable sources and that your information is not an encyclopedic “rehash” of the individual.  

In your presentation, be aware of eye contact, pauses, pacing, and voice expression.  You may read your speech, but it should be obvious that you have rehearsed it thoroughly and that it will fit into a two minute period.  If you are going to have someone control your computer component, please include a copy for them that displays where transitions should be made.
This is a TEST GRADE; please use the rubric, predicated on content and presentation, as a guide.


