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Heritage Project
Due:  Friday, February 24

WHY? OH, WHY are you making us do this?
In Social Studies, we’ve begun looking further into our heritage, our past  and countries of our ancestors.  As we read about other people’s heritage, I feel it is important to find out about our own personal heritage.  When asked, the kids don’t understand that their ancestors came from other countries.  For instance, one student said that their parents came from the country of Ohio.  So, we’ve got a lot of learning to do.   I want you to know that my plan is to get the kids to do a LOT of the country research during our computer lab time and bring it home to put it all   together.  

What do I have to do?
TASK #1
Your job is to pick ONE country of your heritage and find out about it.  (By Wednesday, I need to know the country that you would like to research!)  For instance, Mrs. Lunsford is both Irish and Swedish.  She could pick Ireland or Sweden to research for her project.  There are two parts to this project.  One part is to find out about the culture of the country of your heritage.  We will do a lot of this research in class during our computer and writing time.  Be sure to have the country that you will be researching picked out by Wednesday!!
The following things are MANDATORY to include.  (You must have them!) These questions will researched during CLASS time.
· Draw a picture of the flag from the country. 
· What language do people speak in the country? (Can you share a word or two from that language?)  
· Where is it on the map? (you have to be able to point it out on the classroom map)  
· What are some of the traditions of the culture?  
· Is there a popular food from there? (You’re going to need one!) 
· Tell us 2 interesting facts about the country.  
Now, PICK TWO of the following questions to research:  (ALSO DONE DURING CLASS TIME)
· What do people wear?

· What is the weather like?

· Do they celebrate a holiday that is different than one we have in the United States?

· How are the schools alike or different to our schools here in the US?

· What does the country produce or make?  In other words, what special things make this country famous?
TASK #2  The second part of the project is to find out about YOUR family history.  This part of the project is done AT HOME.  You must interview a family member about your family history – a grandparent might be helpful, or someone who knows when your family came to the United States.  A helpful questionnaire is attached to this project.  This questionnaire is mandatory and should be displayed on your board.  If no one in your family knows the answer to the question, please just write “no one knows” on the line.  
TASK #3
Everyone is going to be asked to share a small sample BITE (not an entire meal) of a food that is important in that culture.  For example, because Ireland grows so many potatoes, I might bring in a dish where potatoes are the main ingredient (even some type of potato chips would work!).  

How do I present this?
TASK #4  To present the information, everyone will be asked to make a poster.  A sample of the project will be hanging in our window.  Please use the poster that is provided – that way, we can TRY to display them all.  Students should be prepared to tell all about their family (using the ancestor questionnaire as their guide) and the country of their heritage (using the questions we researched during our class time) without help from adults.  It’s best to practice at home in front of someone before you present.  Please keep presentations to less than 15 minutes … that way we can hear all of them!  Projects will be presented during the last week of February and first few days of March.  Students will be randomly selected to present on one of the presentation days.  Attached is the presentation schedule.
I’m getting graded on this?


A copy of the grading sheet is attached, so that you know exactly how much each part of the project is worth.  Please do a careful job!  If you have ANY questions, please ask me!!!
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Good Luck!!!
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Ancestor Questionnaire

1. Who did you interview?______________________________

2. Which side of the family is this person from? ____________

_________________________________________________

3. What country or countries did our family come from? _________________________________________________
4. How long ago did our family come to the United States? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Is there a story that you can share with me about the trip to the United States? __________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What jobs did our ancestors have? _____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Do you know any other interesting facts about our family history? __________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.
Is there a picture I can see of our family from long ago? 
Presentation Schedule

Monday, February 27th
at 8:00

· Margaret
· Katya
· Marisa
· Cole
Tuesday, February 28th
at 8:00

· Landon
· Vincent
· Ariana
· Keira
· Devin
Wednesday, February 29th
at 8:00

· Callie
· Braven
· Kristine
· Tanner
Thursday, March 1st at 8:00

· Simone
· Natalie
· Zack
· Adrian
Friday, March 2nd at 8:00

· Carlos
· Zayd

· Jennifer
· Jeffrey
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