First In Math News & Notes

Competition to be "First In Math" Heats Up in Florida;

Has Positive Impact On Students

WESTON, FL—Two Broward County schools continue to vie for the top spot in the First In Math® Online Program in the state of Florida. Manatee Bay Elementary School's Team “kenosha9FL” is currently ranked #1 among all teams in Florida, followed closely by Oakridge Elementary School.

As part of a 2006/2007 pilot program in the state, nearly 70 First In Math® Online teams were made available free-of-charge to Florida schools who wanted to explore this unique addition to their math curriculum. "I heard about First in Math via an email sent through my district, and I am always looking for new and innovative ways to challenge my gifted 5th graders," explains Manatee Bay's Lisa Weingartner. "FIM has definitely had a positive impact on my class. Students' speed and accuracy in computation and mental math has increased greatly, and they are better able to "hold" numbers in their head while doing multi-step problems."
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Manatee Bay Elementary's Team "kenosha9FL" also ranks 4th nationally among 5th grade teams. (photo © Manatee Bay ES)

"The students love the positive, academic competition and they are always eager to find out how they are doing compared to their classmates and other schools around the state and country," says Weingartner. What is impressive, according to FIM National DIrector Mark Losey, is the fact that this relatively new team is ranked #4 nationally among 5th grade teams, and #8 nationally among ALL grades. "It has been nothing short of inspiring to watch their steady progress," says Losey, who will travel to Florida to congratulate both teams in March. According to the team's top-scorer Janae, "This competition has taught me not to give up. I set goals for myself every week, and I continue to push myself until I reach that goal."

Hollywood's Oakridge Elementary boasts the #2 team in Florida, Team “skier58FL," trailing the Manatee Bay team by less than 700 points. "Our team is also ranked #2 nationally among 4th grade teams," beams Team Leader Pauline Watson, who says the online program has been an excellent way to reach students. "I've had students literally beg me to stay after school so they could use the program during the after-care hours." Watson invited fellow teacher, Kimberly Johnson, to use some of the student passwords for her team. "Ms. Johnson and I were both thrilled to see how quickly the students learned how to navigate through the different levels, and they have continued exploring the higher Skill Sets®, teaching themselves about decimals, fractions, integers, and even algebraic equations!"
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Oakridge Elementary's “skier58FL" 4th grade team poses for a group shot with Team Leader Pauline Watson. (photo © Oakridge ES)

"Students who need help with everything from the mathematical strands all the way to specific number facts can get what they need educationally from this program," says Johnson, who teaches gifted classes in grades 4 and 5. "I have been using the 24® game for about eight years, and my students always look forward to it. Now, with First in Math, they can play the game they enjoy with the added benefit of the technology component. Having a web-based version allows them to play at home or any time they are able, and also allows the parents to see the mathematical value of the program."

Even more important, according to Johnson, is the effect of the program on her students' view of mathematics. "I simply cannot explain in words how much my students love using First in Math! The spirit, enthusiasm and cooperation I have witnessed in my children is phenomenal! When one student passes a GYM or completes a Skill Set®, the entire class cheers and claps as their peer gets a certificate from me. I am so totally sold on the program that if my school and/or district does not purchase the program, I will use my personal funds to be sure my students have this next year, and hopefully many years to come."

