First In Math News & Notes

Team Leaders Get in on the Excitement

And Challenge of First In Math

EASTON, PA—Two dedicated First In Math® Team Leaders, Kevin Tomasic and Kimberly Johnson, are currently ranked #1 and #2 nationally among Team Leaders who are playing under their own User ID. More than 600 Team Leaders have signed on to experience the site as a "Student" since the end of September.

"Our Math Coach emailed me and said that Team Leaders could now play the games and earn stickers, but I didn’t even know until recently that the Team Leaders were ranked," says Tomasic, a 4th grade math Teacher at Park Elementary in Munhall, PA. "My students told me one day that I was ranked #7 in the nation. Once I knew that we were ranked, I set my goal on 10,000 stickers. Just ask my wife about it—she complains because I am on the computer constantly," laughs Tomasic, who also has to contend with his sons for computer time. "My son Brandon is in 5th grade and is currently 5th in the school and my other son, Nathan is currently 3rd. They love the website," says Tomasic, who has already passed the 10,000-sticker threshold.

Johnson is right behind him, with nearly 10,000 stickers. "I usually check the 'News' on the Team Leader page every day, and that is where I first noticed that we could keep a sticker count of our own" says Johnson, who teaches gifted classes in grades 4 and 5 at Hollywood Florida's Oakridge Elementary. "It has been an amazing experience to play exactly like the kids do. I really did not understand a lot about each game before, nor did I understand the "plateaus" that one reaches after all the quick and easy things are done. When I reached the same point myself this year, my students couldn't wait to say 'Now you know how we feel!' They are right—I do know now."
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Left: Park Elementary's Kevin Tomasic and his son Brandon. Right: Kimberly Johnson shows off her team's FIM trophy.

Johnson, a National Board Certified Teacher, thinks it is important for teachers to sample the site through their students' eyes. "It has given me a whole new appreciation for the process. I am better able to help the children when they have trouble. Last year I would occasionally have one child help another child because I was not familiar with the game they were playing. Now I know exactly what they are experiencing, and I can guide them through the solution."

"An added benefit I didn't expect is that my students are now spurred on by my sticker-count," explains Johnson, who's FIM team is currently ranked #1 in the nation, all grades. "The top kids don't want me to beat them. They check my ranking all the time and harass me like I do them. We have a lot of fun with it."

Speaking of fun, Johnson's class recently held a "First in Math Sleep Over," which was covered by the Miami Herald (read story). "The kids had a great time and played until about midnight, with three breaks: one for dinner; one late in the evening for ice cream and one exercise break," says Johnson. "They fell asleep while watching a movie and we finally got everyone asleep about 1:30, but they were up by about six a.m. and running to the computers to play more before breakfast!" Principal Alan Gatzke provided food and beverages for the party.

