



CONSTITUTION
DAY
Plans

and

Sequential Lessons
	Constitution Day, Sept. 17th

	 
	Kinder.
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th

	Children Books - If it doesn't have a barcode, they are Mrs. Gwinn's you can check out
	Here's To You, America - Charlie Brown
	We the Kids - T 11873
	A More Perfect Union - T 9471
	Top of Form

The Creation of the Constitution - T 21416 

Bottom of Form
	The Constitution -  T 6425
	Constitution Translated for Kids 

	
	 
	 
	If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution
	Top of Form

The US Constitution - T 11680 

Bottom of Form
	Shh- We're Writing the Constitution - T 10880
	The Constitution -  T 75047

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	The US Constitution - T 11680

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Video - VHS, DVD, United Streaming (US)
	VHS - The Birth of the Constitution - Charlie Brown (24 minutes)
	DVD - We the Kids (9 minutes)
	VHS - A More Perfect Union (16 minutes)
	US - Forming a More Perfect Union - (24 minutes) 
	US - Shh!  We're Writing the Constitution -  (31 min.)
	US - The Constitution Step-by-Step -  (22 min.) 

	
	 
	US - Creating a Classroom Constitution -(24 min.)
	VHS - American History for Children - United States Constitution - (25 min.)
	US - Creating a Government - (15 min.)
	 
	 

	Activities from Celebrating Constitution Day notebook in my office (reproducible activities)
	specializes on national symbols and being a classroom citizen
	specializes on democracy in the classroom, the pledge, and songs for America
	specializes on two famous Americans, living in a democracy, and how we make laws
	specializes on the new government, checks and balances, and the Bill of Rights, US symbols, signers of the Constitution, Primary sources, and a Constitution Day party 
	specializes on the Constitutional painting presentation, Bill of Rights Superheros, States' rights, and pictures through time
	specializes on the Bill of Rights skits, Amendment Jeopardy, the Star-Spangled banner, and the Constitution of Mars

Really cool idea from the National Archives (I’ll come talk to you)  http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-workshop/index.html

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Websites - Links are on my Book Nook through Moodle
	Constitution for Kids (K-3)
	Constitution for Kids (K-3)
	Constitution for Kids (K-3)
	Constitution for Kids (K-3)
	Constitution for Kids (4-5)
	Constitution for Kids (4-5)

	
	Enchanted Learning's Constitution
	Enchanted Learning's Constitution
	Interactive Constitution
	Interactive Constitution
	Interactive Constitution
	Interactive Constitution

	
	Preamble Song
	Preamble Song
	Enchanted Learning's Constitution
	Ben's Guide to the Constitution
	Ben's Guide to the Constitution
	Ben's Guide to the Constitution

	
	We the People Poster
	We the People Poster
	Pictures of the Signers
	Pictures of the Signers
	Pictures of the Signers
	Pictures of the Signers

	
	 
	 
	Preamble Song
	 
	Constitutional Covention Play
	Constitution Scavenger Hunt

	
	 
	 
	We the People Poster
	 
	 
	Constitutional Covention Play

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Articles of Confed. vs. Constitution

	Other - Teacher Materials
	National Constitution Webpage
	National Constitution Webpage
	National Constitution Webpage
	National Constitution Webpage
	National Constitution Webpage
	National Constitution Webpage

	
	VHS - America Rock - Schoolhouse Rock 
	We the People-The Citizen and the Constitution 
	We the People-The Citizen and the Constitution 
	We the People-The Citizen and the Constitution 

	
	 
	 
	 
	We the People - Your Constitution in Action 
	We the People - Your Constitution in Action 
	Understanding the Constitution

	
	 
	 
	 
	The American Patriot's Handbook
	The American Patriot's Handbook
	We the People - Your Constitution in Action 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	America History Math book
	America History Math book


Children’s Books

A More Perfect Union - ALA notable book - Describes how the Constitution was drafted and ratified. 

The Constitution - T 6425 – Explains how and why the United States Constitution came to be written, and describes the system of government set up by the document's writers.
The Constitution - T 75047 – This book describes the signing of the Constitution of the United States, a document that spells out the laws and principles by which the United States government must operate.

Constitution Translated for Kids - Pages are in two columns - first one is written true to the word // second column translates it to "kid terms".
The Creation of the Constitution  - In graphic novel format, tells the story of the debates, disagreements, and compromises that led to the formation of the U.S. Constitution during 1787. 

Here’s to You, America - Travel back in time with Peanuts! It's 1787, and Charlie Brown, Snoopy, and friends are in colonial Pennsylvania for the founding of the United States. Along with George Washington and John Hancock, they witness the birth of the Constitution and the creation of the government that makes our country unique. As they see history in the making, the Peanuts gang discovers lots of reasons why they're proud to be Americans. 

If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution  - 

Levy presents the basic facts of the framing of the Constitution in a series of questions and answers. Background is provided in a very cursory explanation of the American Revolution, the Articles of Confederation, and Shay's Rebellion.
Shh!  We're Writing the Constitution - Describes how the Constitution came to be written and ratified. Also includes the full text of the document produced by the Constitutional Convention of 1787.
The US Constitution – T 11680 - Discusses the development and ratification of the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights and their influence around the world. 

We the Kids  - by David Catrow - An illustrated preamble to the Constitution of the United States.
We the People-The Citizen and the Constitution - a 235 page book that each third-fifth grade class can have - It has 24 lessons with reading comprehension, questions, etc.  It is written like a student-consumable book.
Children’s Videos
America Rock - Schoolhouse Rock - VHS  -30 minutes 

-a 30-minute program that will stir patriotism and teach kids a bit of history – Songs include: No More Kings (The founding of America)// Fireworks (The Declaration of Independence)  // The Shot Heard 'Round the World (The start of the Revolution) // The Preamble (The Constitution)  // Elbow Room (The pioneers opening the West) // The Great American Melting Pot (The ethnic diversity of America) // Mother Necessity (Great American inventors)  // Sufferin' till Suffrage (Women's right to vote)  // I'm Just a Bill (How a bill becomes a law) // Three-Ring Government (The judicial, legislative, and executive branches)  Lyrics can be found at:  http://www.schoolhouserock.tv/.

American History for Children - United States Constitution - VHS - 25 minutes long

Irene Bedard, the voice of Disney's Pocahontas, narrates this unprecedented American history series created especially for young children. This teaches important aspects of America's history through the use of large, brightly colored graphics and animations, charming live-action portrayals of historic figures, and engaging stories told from a child's point of view. Sing-along songs with on-screen lyrics and up-beat music add to the excitement of these programs. Copyright 1996.

The Birth of the Constitution - Charlie Brown – VHS - (24 minutes)

Charlie Brown and Snoopy find out about the history of the United States Constitution.

The Constitution Step-by-Step - Gr. 3-8 – United Streaming (22 minutes) 
The narrator discusses the seven articles of the United States Constitution, briefly describing the content of each.

Creating a Classroom Constitution -Gr. K-4 – United Streaming - (24 minutes) 

Visit an elementary class as the students create their own classroom constitution and see how the U.S. Constitution emphasizes liberty, equality, and justice for all.
Creating a Government - Gr. 3-5 – United Streaming - (15 minutes) 
America’s founders created the Constitution to provide the country with a system of rules and organization.
Forming a More Perfect Union - Gr. 3-8 – United Streaming - (24 minutes)  
In each generation, Americans have joined forces in social and political action to demand greater liberty and protection for all under the law.
 

A More Perfect Union – VHS – (16 minutes)

A simple, illustrated account of the history of the Constitution, covering the decision to hold the Constitutional Convention, the adoption of the Bill of Rights, the people in attendance, and other topics.
Shh!  We're Writing the Constitution - Gr. 3-5 – United Streaming -  (31 minutes) 

This title from the Jean Fritz Collection of historic books for young people is illustrated by Tomie dePaola. Jean Fritz introduces elementary and middle school students to the delegates at the 1787 summer convention in Philadelphia. Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, James Madison, and many others traveled there to draft a plan that would unify their states while preserving their sovereignty. Part of the Weston Woods Series.

We the Kids - DVD -  (9 minutes) 
Presents insights into the meaning of the preamble to the Constitution of the United States through a humorously illustrated edition of the actual test.
 

 

Websites
Mrs. Gwinn’s Website:  You can get to my Book Nook off of my teacher Moodle page:  http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/KGwinn/index.cfm?subpage=184219
All the sites on the spreadsheet can be accessed through the above website.

Teacher Books
American History Math book – 50 Problem-Solving Activities That Link Math to Key Events in U.S. History - American History topics such as Colonial America, the Pilgrims, Paul Revere's ride, are the springboards for math problems including, estimation, measurement activities, and more!
The American Patriot's Handbook - 10 copies

Celebrating Constitution Day Grades K-3 – a notebook of classroom ideas and activities
K - specializes on national symbols and being a classroom citizen (has reproducible lessons and plans)
1 - specializes on democracy in the classroom, the pledge, and songs for America (has reproducible lessons and plans)
2-  specializes on two famous Americans, living in a democracy, and how we make laws (has reproducible lessons and plans)
3- specializes on the new government, checks and balances, and the Bill of Rights (has reproducible lessons and plans)
 

Celebrating Constitution Day - Grades 3-5- a notebook of classroom ideas and activities
 3-Specializes on US symbols, signers of the Constitution, Primary sources, and a Constitution Day party (has reproducible lessons and plans)
4- specializes on the Constitutional painting presentation, Bill of Rights Superheros, States' rights, and pictures through time (has reproducible lessons and plans)
5- specializes on the Bill of Rights skits, Amendment Jeopardy, the Star-Spangled banner, and the Constitution of Mars (has reproducible lessons and plans)
 

Understanding the Constitution teacher booklet - Grade 5 - has reproducible workbook-type pages.

We the People-The Citizen and the Constitution - a 235 page book that each third-fifth grade class can have - It has 24 lessons with reading comprehension, questions, etc.  It is written like a student-consumable book.
We the People - Your Constitution in Action book - has reproducible workbook-type pages.

Fifth Grade Primary Sources Activity
From the National Archives

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-workshop/index.html
Teaching With Documents:
U.S. Constitution Workshop

Introduction

What does the light bulb have to do with the U. S. Constitution? Or the board game “Monopoly”? How about the letter you wrote to the president when you were in elementary school? The answer to all three questions is: plenty—if you know your Constitution. The education team of the National Archives and Records Administration is pleased to present, for the first time, a self-service online version of our popular U. S. Constitution Workshop! This activity is:

· Suitable for grades 4 through 12 

· Fully self-contained, requiring little advance prep time 

· Correlated to the National History Standards and the National Standards for Civics and Government. 

We hope that you and your students will enjoy this unique opportunity to learn, through analysis of primary source documents, about the content, impact, and perpetual relevance of the U. S. Constitution to the daily lives of American citizens. 

Time Required
· Prep time: 1 hour (making copies + in-class review of the Federal period) 

· Activity time: 1 hour (or more, depending on documents selected) 

Instructions
The Constitution Workshop is a two-part group activity: Part one requires students to analyze primary source documents, and part two asks them to establish each document’s constitutional relevance. The success of your workshop will depend, in large part, upon your pre-activity preparation. 

Prior to conducting this activity with your students, introduce them to the Constitution, and display the four facsimile pages of the Constitution in your classroom for students to examine in advance of the workshop. Review the vocabulary list that is provided. 

Divide the class into 4 groups (corresponding to the four pages of the Constitution), and distribute the following to each group:

· 1 of the four facsimile pages of the U. S. Constitution 

· 1 of the corresponding transcribed pages of the four pages of the Constitution 

· Corresponding documents and Document Analysis Worksheets (the number of documents you distribute to each group is up to you. When deciding, consider how much class time you have as well as your students’ reading abilities.) 

Provide student groups with approximately 20 minutes to read their page of the Constitution and analyze their primary source documents (using the aid of their document analysis worksheets). Ask group members to discuss with one another how their document relates to particular article(s) and section(s) of their page of the Constitution. During this activity, circulate among your students, encouraging them to question their documents thoroughly, and provide assistance in interpreting the Constitution, where needed. 

Next, invite one or two representatives from each group to describe their documents to the rest of the class, and then quote from the particular articles and sections of their page of the Constitution that relate to the documents.

For example, group one might be given page 1 of the Constitution and a census schedule. After describing the types of information the schedule records, they should conclude that the census schedule relates to Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution because it is a method for obtaining an “actual enumeration” of the population. 

*A Note for U. S. Constitution Videoconference Participants

This workshop is available as an hour-long videoconference conducted by a NARA Education Specialist. For details, please visit Videoconferences. Be advised that the one-hour time limit on our sessions requires you and your students to be prepared for this activity when we go live. A basic review of the principles of U. S. Government will suffice (the branches of government and their responsibilities; the system of checks and balances; the chronology of major events of the Federal period, i. e., drafting of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the adoption of the Bill of Rights).

Please note in the instructions above that during the videoconference each group works with ONLY ONE (1) transcribed page of the U. S. Constitution and ONE (1) facsimile. We cannot debrief properly in the one hour allotted otherwise.

Vocabulary List

Legislative Branch, Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, Enumeration, Subsequent, Patent, Ratify, Amendment, Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, Bill of Rights, Balance of Powers.

Transcriptions and Documents




· Printable PDF version 

· Hi-Resolution Download 

· Larger Version 

Constitution of the United States (Page 1)
Signed Copy of the Constitution of the United States; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention; Record Group 360; National Archives.
Transcript of Page 1
Constitution Page 1
Page 1 Facsimile (.jpg) | PDF Facsimile 
Page 1 Transcript (PDF) | MS Word Transcript 
Article I, Sections 1-6::
Legislative Branch: Congress, the House of Representatives, The Senate, Congressional Elections and Meetings, Organization and Rules, Privileges and Restrictions

Corresponding Documents:
· Credentials of Hiram Revels, 1869 [Article I, Section 3] 



· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Credentials of Hiram Rhodes Revels, 1869
[ARC #: 595424]; Records of the U.S. Senate; Record Group 46; National Archives.




· Larger Version 

Credentials of Hiram Rhodes Revels, 1869 (P. 2)
[ARC #: 595424]; Records of the U.S. Senate; Record Group 46; National Archives.

· Population Schedule for the 1930 census [Article I, Section 2] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Population Schedule for the 1930 census
[ARC #: 598218]; Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, National Archives

· John F. Kennedy’s... election to Congress, 1946 [Article I, Section 2] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

John F. Kennedy’s Notification on his Election to Congress December 23, 1946
[ARC #: 192762]; John F. Kennedy Personal Papers; John F. Kennedy Library; national Archives and Records Administration



 




· Printable PDF version 

· Hi-Resolution Download 

· Larger Version 

Constitution of the United States (Page 2)
Signed Copy of the Constitution of the United States; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention; Record Group 360; National Archives.
Transcript of Page 2
Constitution Page 2
Page 2 Facsimile (.jpg) | PDF Facsimile 
Page 2 Transcript (PDF) | MS Word Transcript 
Article I, Sections 7-10, & Article II, Section 1 ::
Legislative Branch: Method of Passing Laws, Powers Granted to Congress, Powers Denied to the Federal Government, Powers Denied to the States; 
Executive Branch: President and Vice President, cont’d…

Corresponding Documents:
· Patent Drawing: Game Board, 1904 [Article I, Section 8] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Drawing for a Game Board, 01/05/1904 
[ARC #: 595519]; Records of the Patent and Trademark Office; Record Group 241; National Archives

· Albert Einstein’s naturalization application, 1940 [Article I, Section 8] 



· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Declaration of Intention for Albert Einstein, 10/01/1940 
[ARC #: 596270]; Records of District Courts of the United States; Record Group 21; National Archives



 




· Printable PDF version 

· Hi-Resolution Download 

· Larger Version 

Constitution of the United States (Page 3)
Signed Copy of the Constitution of the United States; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention; Record Group 360; National Archives.
Transcript of Page 3
Constitution Page 3
Page 3 Facsimile (.jpg) | PDF Facsimile 
Page 3 Transcript (PDF) | MS Word Transcript 
Article II, Sections 2-4, & Article III, Sections 1-2 ::
Executive Branch: Powers of the President, Duties of the President, Impeachment; 
Judicial Branch: The Federal Courts, Federal Court Jurisdiction, cont’d…

Corresponding Documents:
· John Marshall’s Supreme Court nomination, 1801 [Article II, Section 2] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Message of President John Adams nominating John Marshall to be Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 01/20/1801 
[ARC #: 306290]; Records of the U.S. Senate; Record Group 46; National Archives

· Electoral College tally sheet, 1824 [Article II, Section 1] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Tally of the 1824 Electoral College Vote, 02/09/1825 
[ARC #: 306207]; Records of the U.S. Senate; Record Group 46; National Archives

· Telegram from Lincoln to Grant, 1864 [Article II, Section 2] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Telegram from Abraham Lincoln to Lt. Gen. Ulysses Grant at City Point, Virginia, 08/17/1864 
[ARC #: 301640]; Records of the Office of the Secretary of War; Record Group 107; National Archives

· Johnson Oath Photo, 1963 [Article II, Section 1 (2 places)] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

"Lyndon Baines Johnson takes Presidential Oath of Office....11/22/1963"
Cecil Stoughton, Photographer; [ARC #: 194235]; White House Photographs; John F. Kennedy Libary; National Archives and Records Administration

· Child’s Letter on Nixon Pardon, 1974 [Article II, Section 2] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Letter to President Gerald Ford from Anthony Ferreira a Third Grader at Henry B. Milnes School 
[ARC #: 595452]; White House Central Files Subject Files (Ford Administration); Gerald R. Ford Library; National Archives

· Photograph of Supreme Court Building [Article III, Section 1] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Photograph of Supreme Court Building 
[ARC #: 594954]; Records of the National Archives and Records Administration; Record Group 64; National Archives



 




· Printable PDF version 

· Hi-Resolution Download 

· Larger Version 

Constitution of the United States (Page 4)
Signed Copy of the Constitution of the United States; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention; Record Group 360; National Archives.
Transcript of Page 4
Constitution Page 4
Page 4 Facsimile (.jpg) | PDF Facsimile 
Page 4 Transcript (PDF) | MS Word Transcript 
Article 3, Section 3, Article IV, Sections 1-4, & Articles V-VII ::
Judicial Branch: Treason; 
The States and The Federal Government: State Records, Rights of Citizens, New States and Territories, Federal Duties to the States; 
Amending The Constitution; 
Supremacy of National Law; 
Ratification of The Constitution

Corresponding Documents:
· Proclamation to New Orleans, 1803 [Article IV, Section 3] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Proclamation to the People of New Orleans, 12/20/1803 
[ARC #: 593571]; Records of the U.S. House of Representatives; Record Group 233; National Archives

· Map of the Louisiana Purchase Territory, 1803 [Article IV, Sections 3 & 4] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Map of the Louisiana Purchase Territory, 1803
[ARC #: 594889]; Records of the Bureau of Land Management, 1685 - 2006; Record Group 49; National Archives

· 19th Amendment to the Constitution, 1919 [Article V] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Nineteenth Amendment, 06/04/1919 
[ARC #: 596314]; General Records of the United States Government; Record Group 11; National Archives

· Child’s letter on New Flag, 1958 [Article IV, Section 3] 




· Printable PDF version 

· Larger Version 

Letter from Sheryl Byland to President Dwight D. Eisenhower Regarding American Flag Design Suggestion, 10/1958
[ARC #: 594335]; White House Central Files (Eisenhower Administration); Dwight D. Eisenhower Library; National Archives

