ELEMENTS OF DESIGN

Line: 
Line can be defined as a mark that connects two points.  The properties that define the characteristics of that “connecting mark” are dimension, quality, and character.

Dimension:
Dimension refers to the length and width of a line.

Quality:
The quality of a line refers to several intrinsic characteristics: its shape, its value, and its contrast with surrounding objects.  Lines can be straight, curvilinear, angled, jagged, serpentine, or any combination of these characteristics. 

Character:
The character of a line refers to its emotionally evocative characteristics.


*We notice lines because of their dimension and quality.  We attach meaning to their character.  Lines attract attention as their complexity increases.  Long straight lines are more noticeable than short straight ones.  Lines that contrast strongly with their surroundings or backgrounds draw more attention than those that don’t.  Curved lines are more distinctive than straight lines of the same length.  

Shape:
Any line that encloses a space creates a shape.
Mass:
Mass is the three-dimensional manifestation of shape.  It creates an awareness of depth and spatial arrangements. Mass creates a feeling of depth in sketches of scenic elements such as platforms, walls and furniture.

Measure:
Largely an intuitive skill, and closely related to proportion, measure refers to the ability to judge the size of objects and the relative distance between them without the aid of measuring devices.
Position: 
This refers to the relative location of adjacent shapes or masses.  This definition encompasses both the distance between objects and their placement relative to forms around them.

Color:
Color is one of the most important and complex of the design elements.  It generates complex responses in the viewer based on psychological and cultural reactions.  
Texture:
This refers to the visual or tactile surface characteristics or appearance of an object.
