Slang: Are You Sure We're All Speaking English?

Connections to the National Geography Standards:

Standard 4: "The physical and human characteristics of places" 
Standard 6: "How culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions" 
Standard 9: "The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human population on Earth's surface" 
Standard 10: "The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics" 

Objectives:

Students will 

· define slang 

· discuss the value and place of slang in a society 

· list examples of slang from the United States and countries around the world 

RAP:

Write the following statements into your notebook:  "That ossified cake-eater over there with the cheaters on thinks his applesauce will land him a date." "But that's baloney! He may think he's a big cheese, but he's just a goofy, plastered jerk." Write down your interpretation of the sentences.
Go to the National Geographic News article Chicago: The True Murders That Inspired the Movie and scroll down to the box on the right that says, "1920s Lingo." Translate what the sentences in the opening of this lesson actually mean.  
Notes:  Get into groups of 3-4, and research one of the following topics: 
1920s slang 
1950s slang 
1960s slang 
1980s slang 
Australian slang

British slang 
Irish slang

CTS:  Each group must choose a different topic to prepare and deliver a short presentation for the class, based on the activities above, including sample sentences and a glossary of relevant slang. You cannot simply print a list of terms, be selective!  Choose slang that you would use if you were a teen during the time period or living in the country.  I have provided a link of websites only as a starting point.  You will need to go beyond the websites.  As other groups are presenting, each student in the class needs to write two questions. 

