Research and Question Sheet

Students should answer the following questions, using the resources cited, as well as any other available Internet and print resources. They should use their answers as a basis for a final ECR defending or attacking the NATO mission in Kosovo. Students should work in pairs. 
1. What was the situation in Kosovo before the bombing? Resources: 
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/1998/10/kosovo/ - select Roots of Conflict under the Conflict for a brief background on the conflict in Kosovo. 
http://cgi.pathfinder.com/time/daily/special/kosovo/primer.html - a Kosovo primer from Time.com http://www.newsworld.cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/view.cgi?/news/1999/03/29/ko_qfax990328 - Kosovo Quickfacts from Newsworld online 
2. What are the stated objectives of NATO's mission? Resources:
http://www.nato.int/docu/pr/1999/p99-040e.htm - statement of NATO's objectives
3. Do the U.S. and NATO have the right to decide to bomb Kosovo, as per international and national law? Resources: 
http://www.un.org/Overview/Charter/contents.html - read the United Nations charter, especially the information on disputes. 
http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.html - U.S. Constitution. See Article 1, Section 10, Clause 3, and Article 1, Section 8, Clause 11 - gives Congress the right to declare war 
4. What has the effect been of the bombing on the ethnic Albanians and Serbians in the Kosovo region? Take special note of any changes in tone and perspective in articles written before the bombing began and those being currently written, contrasting predictions of what would happen if Kosovo were bombed with what has actually happened. Most of the news sites do archive old articles for this purpose. Resources:
ABC News - http://www.abcnews.go.com/index.html
CNN Site - http://www.cnn.com/ 
Yahoo - http://dailynews.yahoo.com/headlines/ts/ 
Old Yahoo news - see how the earlier stories compare with today's - http://dailynews.yahoo.com/headlines/ts/story.html?s=v/nm/19990406/ts/yugoslavia_clark_2.html 
Time.com - http://cgi.pathfinder.com/time/daily/special/kosovo/ask.html 
http://www.fas.org/man/dod-101/ops/kosovo.htm - Great site with numerous links about the Kosovo crisis 
5. Has the mission achieved its objectives? Resources: 
Our moral interest in Kosovo by Andrew Coyne - http://www.nationalpost.com/commentary.asp?f=990405/2446128 
Z Magazine has an incredible wealth of essays addressing the Kosovo crisis - http://www.zmag.org/ZMag/kosovo.htm 
http://www.commondreams.org/kosovo/moreviews.htm - more essays from all over
http://www.msnbc.com/news/253384.asp - Making the case for Kosovo
6. Was it a good idea to bomb Kosovo?
