GOVERNMENT RESEARCH PROJECT

OUTCOME:  The students will use clear research questions, identify resources and 



conduct research to present evidence from primary and secondary 



sources using library, electronic, and/or human resources.

In this project you will write a research paper on a social issue.  This must be your original  project; any items found to be plagiarized in any way will be given a zero.  

This project will be worth 5 summative grades.
STEPS FOR COMPLETING THE PROJECT:
1.  Select a topic to research. 


DUE DATE Friday October 12
2.  Develop a thesis statement/question. (What will you be proving in your paper?)


DUE DATE Monday October 22
3.  Conduct research (in and out of class).  You will need a minimum of 30 notecards 


for this assignment.  You must have a minimum of 4 sources.  


RESEARCH DATES October 15-18 ONLY!

4.  Take notes based on your research on note cards.  Be sure to complete source card for each source you use.  Remeber this must be your original work.  You must use the format provided to recieve full credit. 


DUE DATE Friday October 26 

5.  Prepare a rough draft.  Your rough draft must include a bibliography typed in the proper format.  You must turn in a rough draft to get credit for your final draft.


DUE DATE Friday November 2 
6. Prepare a final draft.  The final must be typed, double-space, in 12 point font, and 

3-5 pages long.  Do not forget to include the bibliography.  Remember without a rough draft, you will not receive credit for your final draft.

DUE DATE Wednesday November 7
                                 Research Topics
Abortion




Affirmative action
Alternative education


Alternative energy sources
Animal experimentation


Birth control
Capital punishment



Censorship
Cheating (education)


Child abuse
Child labor



Church and state
Cloning




Copyright infringement
Death penalty



Doping in sports
Drug abuse



Drug testing
Endangered species


Ethnic relations
Evolution (Biology)



Euthanasia
Freedom of religion


Freedom of speech
Freedom of the press


Gay rights
Genetic engineering


Global warming
Gun control



Hate crimes
Health care reform


Human cloning
Human rights



Human trafficking
Identity theft



Immigration
Juvenile delinquency


Marijuana legalization
Nuclear energy



Nuclear weapons
Outsourcing



Overpopulation
Plastic surgery



Pollution
Privacy, Right of



Property rights
Racial profiling



Racism
Same-sex marriage



School prayer
School uniforms



School violence
Sex education



Smoking
Stem cells



Substance abuse
Teenage pregnancy



Teenagers, Alcohol use
Terrorism



Treatment of prisoners
Violence in mass media


Welfare
Questions You Must Answer in Your Research Paper
1. What is my topic? (provide background info.)
2. Why is it important? Explain.

3. Which principle of government relates to my topic? Explain.

4. What are the two contrasting opinions on my topic? Explain.
5. What is my personal opinion of my topic? Explain.
Notecard Format

Source Card


Sample Note card

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



                             Research Paper Rubric

	Criteria
	points possible
	points earned
	comments

	Topic Selection
	5
	
	

	Thesis Statement
	5
	
	

	Note cards
	10
	
	

	Rough Draft
	10
	
	

	Introduction
	10
	
	

	Background Information
	10
	
	

	Support of Thesis
	15
	
	

	Opinion
	15
	
	

	Conclusion
	10
	
	

	Length
	5
	
	

	Organization and Neatness
	5
	
	

	Total Points
	100
	
	

	Bibliography 

(Bonus Points)
	5
	
	

	Final Grade
	
	
	











Author (last name, first name). Title. Publication location: Publisher, Date of Publication.





Example:  Smith, John.  Hate Crimes in America. New York:  Simon and Schuster, 2007.





HINT:  Complete a source card as you use the source, so you don’t have to hunt for the information later.





Definition of Hate Crime			Smith, pg 27








Targets an individual or group on the basis of real or perceived differences


Differences can include race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, gender, or national origin








HINT:  Each note card must contain 2-3 facts.








