Democratic and Authoritarian Government

Directions: As a group, complete the following chart comparing a democratic form of government to an authoritarian form of government.
Democratic Gov’t 

Authoritarian Gov’t

Ultimate authority:

Political parties:

Citizen participation:

Rule of law:

Individual freedoms:

Means of changing gov’t:

Role of public opinion:

Political equality:

Communism began to collapse in 1989 when Poland held its first democratic elections for president.  The dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR/Soviet Union) in 1991 created 20 Newly Independent States (NIS).  All NIS have attempted to create a democratic government.  Some have been more successful than others.
Your assignment (w/ a partner) is to research a NIS and prepare a PowerPoint detailing the country’s experience under Soviet control and the country’s experience with attempting to establish a democratic government.  Identify the challenges of the nation under both Communist and democratic control.  Also, explain the reasons for the success or failure of establishing a democratic government in the nation (Think about the features we discussed at the beginning of the lesson).  You will be presenting this project to the class.  This will be two summative grades.
Less successful countries: 


More successful countries:
Romania




Poland

Yugoslavia




Slovenia

Albania





Lithuania

Bosnia





Estonia

Ukraine




Hungary

Russia





Latvia

Kyrgyzstan




Slovakia

Azerbaijan




Czech Republic

Tajikistan




Bulgaria

Kazakhstan




Croatia
