Opening:

What first comes to mind when you think of the Middle East region?

Are there specific countries that you know more about than others? 
Where do your ideas come from? 

Development:

Look at the maps on National Geographic's Hot Spot: Iraq Web site and answer the following questions:  

1. How many countries make up the Middle East?

2. When did conflict begin in the Middle East?

3. What new Arab states emerged after WWI?

4. What began the Arab-Israeli conflict?

5. What is the predominant religion of the Middle East?

6. Identify 5 sites of Jewish migration to Israel?

7. How much of the world’s known petroleum is below the Middle East region?

8. What is the most critical resource in the Middle East? 
9. Write down anything you learned from the maps that surprised you?. 

Read the following series of articles by BBC journalist Kim Ghattas, documenting daily life in Iraq: 

Business as Usual in Iraq 
Iraq's Middle Class Wiped Out 
Iraqis Seek Refuge in Religion 
Baghdad's "Flourishing" Art Scene 
Surfing the Net in Iraq 
Iraqi Refugees Hope for US Strike 

Write down 5 new things you learned by reading each article.

 The following sites provide a starting point for more information about daily life in Iraq and the Middle East: 

Washington Post: The Faces of Iraq 
Arab Media on the Internet (look for publications that say "written in English") 
BBC: Iraq in Pictures 
Frontline: Iraq—Truth and Lies in Baghdad 
Washington Post: Iraq Eyewitness (photo galleries) 

What is most of the coverage about? 
Can you find any information about daily life in Iraq? 
Are there any human interest stories that are not about war or conflict? 
Compare American and European press coverage with coverage from the Arab world. 

How do students think Western coverage influences the way Iraq and the Middle East are viewed by the world? 

Closing:
Working with a partner, choose one aspect about daily life in Iraq or the Middle East (e.g., religion, education, sports, the arts, food, music, entertainment, etc.). Find out more about their subject, using online sources (starting with the ones above). 
Put together a brief presentation for the rest of the class about your topic. Be creative; Your presentation could be a simple talk, but it could also include something creative, such as a photo essay, music samples, food samples, etc.  (Yes, you are actually going to present these( ) 

