TASK
The Middle East conflict between the Arabs and the Israelis has been going on for many years. Each side feels it has a right to claim the area as its own, particularly from a religious perspective. The Arabs feel they were the indigenous majority before the Jews came along and therefore have the right to the land in order to create an independent Arab state. The Israelis feel they have a right to the area because they legitimately immigrated to the area when it was sparsely populated and bought land and settled it and made it prosperous. Your task is to:

1. Independently, using the resources provided, research the history of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

2. In your group you will design a plan for peace that you can all agree upon. 

THE PROCESS
	I.
	Research Questions - here you become an expert on the conflict 


	
	

	
	


	
	
	1.
	Explanation of how the conflict began.

	
	
	2.
	Descriptions of the major political leaders, historically and today, and what contributions they made toward a peaceful resolution.

	
	
	3.
	Describe what the main issues are that are causes for the dispute from the 

	
	
	
	perspectives of  the Arabs and the Israelis.

	
	
	4.
	Explain the major military conflicts that have occurred between the Arabs and 

	
	
	
	the Jews and how they were resolved.

	
	
	5.
	Describe the history of the presence of the Jews in Palestine, and the social, 

	
	
	
	cultural, economic and political impacts of their presence.

	
	
	6.
	Describe the efforts made by each side to reach a peaceful resolution to the 

	
	
	
	conflict, including the outcomes.

	
	
	7.
	Evaluate the efforts made by each side to reach a peaceful resolution - do you 

	
	
	
	feel they have both made efforts to compromise?  Explain your point of view.

	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	II.  Synthesize your individual expertise and creating something new!  Each

	
	group will design its own plan for peace and present it to the class as a group.


	
	A.
	Listed below are some of the questions you should consider while designing your 

	
	
	plan for peace - be sure to include the who, what, when, where, why & how:


	
	
	1.
	What compromises are essential for both sides to commit to in order to make peace a reality?

	
	
	2.
	What steps should be taken on both sides to assure the other side that once a peace treaty is signed they are safe from further aggression from

	
	
	
	each other?

	
	
	3.
	What kinds of safeguards should be considered to minimize any further violence?  How should further violence, after a peace treaty has been

	
	
	
	signed, be handled so that the peace can continue?

	
	
	4.
	What changes need to be made socially, economically, politically or geographically so that peace has a chance to succeed?

	
	
	5.
	How should the region be divided up between the two, if at all?

	
	
	6.
	Who should act as arbitrator to facilitate the peace process?  What role should the U.S. play?



	
	
	
	CONCLUSION
The Arab-Israeli conflict is a crisis that impacts the international community and is multifaceted.  It involves violence, prejudice, human tragedy, destruction, and sadly, the loss of life.  Your journey through this research was designed to help you learn the facts from both sides and allow you to evaluate these facts in order to form your own conclusions and ultimately design a plan for peace.  Experts have yet to come up with a plan for lasting peace - could it be there is no solution?  I hope that you have applied your expertise to the creation of original and creative ideas for how peace can be achieved.  As future leaders, the art of making peace is invaluable in a world continually confronted with conflicts.




