Arab Culture Activity 
Purpose: To identify, explain, and evaluate aspects of Arab culture. 
Directions: Visit the website, 

http://www.fas.org/irp/agency/army/arabculture.pdf
Answer the following questions.  Disclaimer: The information in the handbook is a generalization of the culture, not all aspects apply to every Arab person.  
1. Where is the Arab world located? 

2. Which two countries in the Middle East are not considered Arab? 

3. Describe the term Arab.  What does it mean to be “Arab”? 

4. List one stereotype about Arab people.  Is this a stereotype you have previously heard?  Is it one that you believed to be true? 

5. What kinds of governments are there in Arab countries? 

6. Look at the elements of Disunity among Arabs.  Which element do you think has caused the MOST disunity? 

7. Describe typical Arab dress for men.  What do the different head dress colors mean? 

8. Describe typical Arab dress for women.  Where do these customs come from? 

9. Which two things MUST an American know about Arab women when in an Arab nation? 

10. Describe Arab family structure.  

11. Arab population is growing.  What are some possible problems associated with this? 

12. Compare Arab and Western views on TIME, SHAME, and AGE. 

13. What is the Arab custom related to PERSONAL SPACE?
14. Create a list of important points for dining with an Arab Family. How do these rules compare to your own culture? 

15. Describe an average Arab home.  Does geography play a part in the development of the home? 

16. Body language is very important in Arab culture.  What are some gestures that non-Arabs should be familiar with when meeting with an Arab? 

17. What is the Arab concept of revenge?  How does this compare to your own culture? 

18. Define the following words:


Shahahdah- 


Saleh (Salat)- 


Zakah – 


Sawm – 


Hajj – 

19. If you had to describe Arab culture to anther person, what would you tell them?  Describe it below in 50 – 100 words. (That is a solid 1-2 paragraphs.) 
