Rehearsal Schedules and Expectations
First off I would like to say thank you for all your hard work so far this year.  You all have improved so much and I’m so proud of all of you!  We have a pretty busy rest of the year ahead of us as far as performances.   The following is a tentative schedule for the rest of the year… Attendance at these events is MANDATORY.
February 14th, 2012: 3:30-5:00pm  
February 21st,  2012: 3:30-5:00pm
February 28th, 2012: 3:30-5:00pm
March 6th 2012: 3:30-5:00pm  
March 13th:  Pulaski County High School:


We will perform at Pulaski County High School as a “dry run through” prior to Concert Assessment (The big day ( ) for critique and suggestions on our performing techniques.  We will also listen and perform with the High School Bands and Percussion Ensembles.  The concert is tentatively scheduled for 6:30 or 7:00 pm.

March 14th or 15th 2012:  **VBODA Concert Assessment 2012**

So far this is scheduled for Bristol, VA at the Southwestern VA Community College, but may be moved to Virginia Middle School which is also in Bristol, VA.  This is much like SOLs for band.  The group will go and perform for top judges that currently teach or reside in the southern part of the country.  Judges are veteran band directors from middle school, high school, or colleges.  There are 44 high schools and Middle Schools participating in this event and we are looking forward to the opportunity.  Performance participation is mandatory and more information will follow on logistics as the date gets closer.  Please encourage your student to practice as every child’s individual work affects the whole ensemble sound!
May 29th:  Spring Concert @ 7:00pm

The students are looking forward to showing you what they will have learned this year and we will bring you more information as the date approaches.


**I will need PARENT Chaperones for the HS concert and VA Concert Festival.  Any help you may be able to offer is greatly appreciated.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your phone calls and interest in your student this year; and look forward to finishing out the year musically strong.**
----------please detach and sign as a commitment and understanding in these events----------
I _____________________ understand that my child will be participating in an adjudicated performance and is responsible for his/her parts in their entirety.  My child _______________________ and I both understand the commitment required for these events.
Highest Regards,

Janet Longerbeam (540) 643-0860
Rehearsal Expectations
As you can probably tell, I am a strong advocate of participation and performances.  I believe it helps shape students’ attitude and school pride.  I also believe that band, while seen as an elective, provide the student with self-discipline, self-confidence, a sense of teamwork and accountability, and also is proven to help your student succeed scholastically.  It is because of all this, therefore, that holding the student accountable for all rehearsals is key in achieving these life-long assets. 

Any after school or performance missed will greatly affect the student’s grade.  Performance and performance rehearsals are counted in a test grade.  If, a rehearsal has to be missed I need 2 weeks notice and excuse will not be granted for recreation leagues.  The only excused absences include:  Family illness or death, student illness, or a non-refundable trip.  No instrument, “I forgot,” and “I need a ride,” are not excused.  Students are encouraged to carpool if necessary or finger parts if necessary.  I would rather have them here practicing with the group than not at all.  If your student has pertinent SOL preparations please let me know in advance so we can best prepare your student for any rehearsals missed.  

Please call me with any questions.  

Sincerely, 




Janet Longerbeam: 540.643.0860

----------------------------------------please sign and return-----------------------------------

I have read and agree to the rehearsal expectations _________________________









(parent signature)







           ____________________________









(student signature)
