Calculating Percent (%) Difference
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Many of you know how to calculate PERCENT CHANGE. However, PERCENT DIFFERENCE is not calculated the same way as percent change! When calculating percent change, one value is old and one value is the newer value. However, if one value is not obviously the "old" value (for example, if we are comparing the heights of two people), then we should divide by the average of the two values:
	|Value1 - Value2| 
	× 100%

	
	

	(Value1 + Value2)/2
	


Example: The store called "Best Shoes" gets 200 customers, while the store called "Cheap Shoes" gets 240 customers. What is the percent DIFFERENCE?

	  |240 - 200|  
	× 100% = (40/220) × 100% = 18.18...%

	
	

	(240+200)/2
	



The Percentage Difference between the two stores is about 18%

An interesting thing about this formula is that it doesn't matter which is "Value1" or "Value2". Put the values the other way around:
	  |200 - 240|  
	× 100% = (40/220) × 100% = 18.18...%

	
	

	(200+240)/2
	



You still get the same answer, because we take the absolute value of |200-240| = 40

