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Your objectives for this handout are to:
Understand the very few bottom line rules for classroom behavior
Describe the procedures we will use in the class
)
Rules of the Road
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The Rules
1. Respect everyone. You will be working in groups for much of the time. You need to respect and value everyone’s opinion and experience. 
2. In your seat, working on the Do Now, at the bell, NO EXCUSES. 
3. When Dr. F is talking you are not. I will be saying relatively little, but when I am saying something it will be to convey information you need to hear. 
4. Science first! You may only talk about the assignment at hand until your group is finished and everyone in the group has completed their assignment. After that you are free to chat quietly until we are ready to move on.
5. Absolutely NO eating or drinking. This room is a working chemistry lab.  Poisonous chemicals and biological materials may be on desk surfaces. Water bottles may be left on the cabinets in the entry way.
6. Absolutely NO iPods or cell-phones. Cell phones and iPods will be confiscated the FIRST time they are seen or heard.
Grading
Grades will be calculated based on accumulated points. The following are guidelines.


Tests:			75-200 pts
Pop Quizzes:		10-50 pts
Projects:		100-200 pts
Labs:			75-200 pts
Homework/Webassigns:	10-50 pts
Worksheets:			10-50 pts
Notebook/Binder Checks:	10-50 pts

Since this is an elective course you can expect that a larger portion of your grade will be based on projects, labs and homework rather than tests and quizzes. 

The final is non-traditional. You will be assigned to a small group to investigate a crime over 6 class periods. You will be given a short initial scenario and you must ask for various tests to be run on the evidence. You will then be provided with raw data from the tests. You must draw conclusions from the data and develop a theory of the crime as a group. These will be presented to the rest of the class as if you were expert witnesses testifying at trial. Your grade will be based on a combination of group performance in correctly solving the crime, an individual essay on the evidence you were assigned to analyze by the group and an evaluation of your contribution to the group effort by your other team members. 
Materials


You are expected to have the following with you in class EVERY DAY:
1. 
2. Loose leaf binder for handouts, class notes and do nows
3. Lined loose leaf paper for notes
4. Pens
5. Pencils
6. Eraser
7. Calculator


Procedures
Arriving in Class
1. Pick up new handouts for the day. They are numbered in the upper right corner. 
2. Drop off any assignments that are due to the in-box. I will date stamp these at the end of the day.
3. Pick up your graded work from your class’ out-box.
4. Copy the homework assignment (if any) from the white board. These will also be posted on Dr. F’s website. It is YOUR responsibility to know when assignments are due.
5. Read the Do Now instructions and begin working. 
Arriving Late
1. Don’t disrupt the class!
2. Sign in on the late sheet and clip your pass if you have one to the clipboard. If you do not sign in and I have already taken attendance, I will assume you have cut and will ROM you.
3. Follow the regular arrival procedures SILENTLY. 
End of Class
1. You don’t start packing up until Dr. F tells you to.
2. Hand in any activity sheets you were supposed to complete during the period to the course in-box.
3. NO ONE leaves until Dr. F is satisfied that the room is put back in satisfactory order and all materials are stored. 
Using the Bathroom
1. The 15-15 Rule will be enforced. 
2. Sign out on the sheet at the front of the room and take and return the pass. You must also indicate the time you returned to class.
3. Only one person out at a time.
4. If the pass goes missing, no one goes until it is returned.
5. Using the rest room should be a RARE occurrence in my class.
Absence
1. If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, you must hand it in on the day you return or late penalties will be added.
2. If you are absent due to illness or family emergency on the day work is assigned, you will have one extra day for each day out to make up the work. You can find the assignments and printable files of the class worksheets on http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/GFisanick/ 
3. If you have been absent write ABSENT and the dates on the top of your paper so you will not accumulate late penalties. It is YOUR responsibility to do this.
4. All lab make-ups will be scheduled for after school on ONE specific day (usually Tuesday) of the week. It is YOUR responsibility to e-mail Dr. F at least one day in advance to let her know to expect you. Labs not made up within 2 weeks of the absence will get a zero. Late penalties will not accrue until you do the lab.
Laptops and Lab Equipment
1. Lab fines will be assessed. If you break or damage a non-expendable item, you will pay for it. 
2. Missing materials will be charged to the entire class.
3. You will be assigned a specific laptop. If you notice any problem or damage, or if your laptop was not set up to charge, report it IMMEDIATELY to Dr. F at the beginning of the period.
4. If a laptop is found to be damaged (such as having keys removed) the last person using it before the damage is reported will be ROMed.
5. If a laptop is not put back in the proper slop and plugged in to recharge, you will get a 10% deduction on your activity. Your poor citizenship will be making it harder for a student in the next class to work effectively.
Home Computer
1. Many of our assignments will be computer based and will require internet access. 
2. If you do not have a reliable home computer you will need to do your work in school during study halls, lunch, or in the library. You may also make arrangements to use computers either before or after school by talking to Dr. F. 
Textbooks
1. Textbooks should be left at home and will be used for homework assignments only.
Late Work
1. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get work into the class in-box by the due date. I will date stamp material in the in-box each day so there will be no ambiguity as to whether work is handed in late or not.
2. Late work gets a 10% penalty for each calendar day late up to 10 days late and a zero thereafter. 
3. Unavoidable conflicts do happen. To give you some flexibility you will get two late passes each marking period that can be used to 
a. Remove all late penalties on a homework or in-class assignment OR 
b. Get a one day extension  on a unit assessment or project
4. Late passes CANNOT be carried over from one marking period to the next.
Plagiarism/Copying
1. Your work has to be in your OWN words. This will be strictly enforced even on lab activities where you work in groups. If I see duplication, EVERYONE gets a zero. Yes, I expect you to discuss what is happening in the group, but each person must describe what is happening for his/herself in his/her report.
2. Many homework assignments will be on webassign which allows me to use randomized numbers in each student’s assignment, to take random questions from a pool, and to randomize order of questions and answers. 
3. We will be using Turnitin for essay questions. Turnitin automatically searches the web for identical wording and will check your essays against others in the class. A Turnitin report that shows that you copied from the web, texts, or another student will earn you and everyone else with substantially the same answer a 0.

Forensic Chemistry Student Course Contract

I have read over the “Rules of the Road” and understand the course expectations and consequences for failure to meet those expectations. In particular I recognize that penalties will be assessed on late work, and that I have easy access to assignments and other class resources on Dr. Fisanick’s website.


Student Name (printed): __________________________________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________________________

Period:____________

Student e-mail:_________________________________________________________

□ I have e-mailed Dr. Fisanick at gfisanick@whrhs.org

I have read over the “Rules of the Road” and discussed them with my son/daughter. I recognize that penalties will be assessed on late work, and that my student has easy access to assignments and other class resources on Dr. Fisanick’s website.

Parent Name (printed):_____________________________________________________

Parent Signature:__________________________________________________________

Parent e-mail:_____________________________________________________________

Parent Daytime Phone:_____________________________________________________

□ I have e-mailed Dr. Fisanick at gfisanick@whrhs.org

