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“Our Core Business is Student Learning”

Principal’s Message

Dear Parents and Students,

I am so excited to welcome you to Veterans Memorial Middle School.  We are proud of the accomplishments of our students in our school’s inaugural year.  Our students have set a high standard for others to follow. We have a group of talented teachers and staff who have been working all summer to make sure that you have a great school year.  We are thankful that you are an important member of our outstanding middle school community.

At Veterans Memorial, we share a vision where all students are excited about coming to school! Our students will develop relationships with the faculty and be challenged by relevant, engaging work.  Our vision is not to teach a child how to get a job, but to teach a child how to create a job in our ever-changing global economy.  We will create thinkers, doers, and problem-solvers. Our vision is to produce responsible, reliable young adults.  We want our students to enjoy new “freedoms” and at the same time understand that with “freedom” comes great responsibility.  We want our students to understand that character is defined by what one does when no one else is looking, and that great reward accompanies great character.  We have a vision where all of our students learn social responsibility and represent themselves, their family and their school community with dignity and pride.

In order for our vision to become a reality, we will need support from our students, parents, and community members.  Ways that you can help are:

· Come to school on time and be prepared both physically and mentally.

· Cooperate with faculty and staff.

· Commit to joining clubs and activities to get involved.

· Volunteer your time to learn, teach, and help make our school the best!

· Respect all school rules so that “freedoms” may be enjoyed.

· Engage in the WORK all day in every class!

· Take responsibility for your actions (both positive and negative) - Parents please allow your child to accept the responsibility/consequences for their actions.  This is how we learn.

· Develop positive relationships with ALL students.

· When you need help, ask someone.  We are here to help. At our school “Snitches are Heroes!”

Veterans Memorial Middle School has developed a reputation for excellence, and we challenge our students, parents, and community to do their best to support this reputation.  We look forward to working together with all of our stakeholders to make every year the best possible at Veterans Middle School.

Sincerely,

Melanie Knight

Melanie Knight,

Principal

Veterans Memorial Middle School Professional School Counselors

Mission Statement  
The mission of the Veterans Memorial Middle School Counseling Program is to advocate for students in personal, educational, and career choices.  Our goal is to communicate and connect with students by offering services that encourage, enhance, and foster positive experiences through the adolescent transition into lifelong learners. Veterans Memorial Middle School Counseling Program strives to build strong relationships with parents and staff to facilitate a support system where students develop to their highest academic and personal potential.
Vision
We envision a school in which: 
· Each student has direct contact with VMMS counselors in one or all areas of personal, educational, and career counseling.
· There is a sense of community where positive relationships between teachers, parents, and students are a priority.
· Each student has one caring adult within the school who will advocate through an advisory program.
Goals     
· To increase parent participation, collaboration, and communication that will assist in higher achievement of student performance.
· To assist all new students, to include military, during the adjustment to a new school environment, and to become a welcoming community.
· To work with at-risk students in achieving academic success and test preparation.
· To assist all students with the transition from elementary school to high school, so that graduation rates will improve.
·  To educate students and staff on the effects and consequences of bullying.  
· To ensure that our school is a safe environment that encourages growth and learning.

Professional School Counselors:

· Coordinate ongoing activities to help you establish personal goals and develop future plans.

· Develop prevention and/or intervention activities that may be for your immediate and/or future needs.

Professional School Counselors can also assist by offering:

· individual or group counseling

· consultation with parents, teachers, and other educators

· referrals to other school support services or community resources

· peer helper programs

· information

If you wish to see the counselor, please do one of the following:

· Stop by one of the counselor’s office and set up an appointment.

· Ask your teacher for permission to see the counselor sometime during class.  Do not select a period when your teacher has scheduled a test, quiz or any other special school activity.

Veterans Memorial Middle School
Statement of Philosophy

We believe....

· A successful middle school meets the intellectual, emotional, physical, and social needs of students.

· Education is the shared responsibility of the student, school, home, and community.

· An effective school has high expectations for all of its students.

· An exemplary school models enthusiasm, respect, cooperation, and a love for learning.

· An effective school provides a safe environment conducive to teaching and learning.

· A quality school produces involved citizens who assume a positive role in an ever-changing technological world.

· An exemplary curriculum enhances basic skills, introduces abstract concepts, and emphasizes critical thinking.

· Education is a continuous life-long process.

Veterans Memorial Middle School
Mission Statement


MISSION 

Veterans Memorial Middle School is committed to providing educational experiences that will enable each student to become a lifelong learner, enter the work force with necessary skills and achieve academic and personal potential. 

VISION 

We envision a school in which:
· Each student is given multiple opportunities to excel in his/ her academic, social, emotional, and physical development in a safe, nurturing environment. 

· Well-prepared, responsible, and caring employees are committed to excellence in education.

· Parents, community members, staff and students, are full partners in the education of children. 

MUSCOGEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

DIVISION OF ACADEMICS

COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CLIP)

DISTRICT GOALS

NCLB Performance Goal 1: By 2013-2014, all students will reach high standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in reading/language arts and mathematics.

NCLB Performance Goal 2: All limited English proficient students will become proficient in English and reach high academic standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in reading/language arts and mathematics.

NCLB Performance Goal 3: All students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.

NCLB Performance Goal 4: All students will be educated in learning environments that are safe, drug free, and conducive to learning.

NCLB Performance Goal 5: All students will graduate from high school.

IDEA Performance Goal 1: Improve post-school outcomes for students with disabilities.

IDEA Performance Goal 2: Improve services for young children (ages 3 – 5) with disabilities.

IDEA Performance Goal 3: Improve the provision of a free and appropriate public education to students with disabilities.

IDEA Performance Goal 4: Improve compliance with state and federal laws and regulations.

MCSD Goal 1: All employees will be prepared to satisfactorily perform the duties and responsibilities of assigned positions.

Board Approved Traditional Calendar for 

Elementary/Middle/High Schools 

2009-10 
	DATE 
	EVENT 

	Monday, August 3
	Teachers Report 

	Monday - Friday – August 3-5 
	Pre-Planning 

	Tuesday, August 4
	Students Report to Verify Assignments 

	Thursday, August 6
	School Begins; 1stSemester Begins 

	Tuesday, September 1 
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Monday, September 7 
	Labor Day: No School

	Tuesday, September 8 
	Progress Reports 

	Tuesday, October 6 
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Thursday, October 8 
	1st Nine Weeks Ends (45 days) 

	Friday, October 9 
	2nd Nine Weeks Begins

	Tuesday, October 13 
	Report Cards 

	Friday, October 23 
	In-service Day: No School for Students 

	Tuesday, November 3 
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Wednesday, November 11
	Veterans Day: No School

	Thursday, November 12 
	Progress Reports 

	Monday – Friday, Nov. 23 – 27 
	Thanksgiving Break: No School 

	Tuesday, December 8
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Friday, December 18 
	1st Semester Ends; 2nd Nine Weeks Ends (44 days) 

	Monday - Friday, Dec. 21 – January 1 
	Christmas Break 

	Monday, January 4
	In-service Day: No School for Students 

	Tuesday, January 5 
	Classes Resume; 2nd Semester Begins 

	Wednesday, January 6 
	Report Cards 

	Tuesday, January 12 
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Monday, January 18 
	Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday: No School

	Tuesday, February 2
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Wednesday, February 3 
	Progress Reports 

	Thursday, February 11
	In-Service Day: No School for Students

	Friday, February 12 
	Winter Break: No School

	Monday, February 15
	President’s Day: No School

	Tuesday, March 2 
	Elementary Early Release Day  

	Friday, March 12
	3rd Nine Weeks Ends (45 days) 

	Monday, March 15
	In-service Day: No School for Students 

	Tuesday, March 16
	4th Nine Weeks Begins

	Tuesday, March 16
	Report Cards 

	Monday – Friday, April 5 – 9
	Spring Break 

	Tuesday, April 13
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Wednesday, April 14
	Progress Reports 

	Friday, April 30
	In-Service Day/Weather Make Up Day, If Needed

	Tuesday, May 4
	Elementary Early Release Day 

	Wednesday, May 26
	2nd Semester Ends; 4th Nine Weeks Ends (46 days) Last Day of School for Students 

	TBA
	Graduations

	Wednesday, May 26
	Report Cards for Elementary 

	Thursday – Friday, May 27 - 28 
	Post-Planning 

	Monday, May 28
	Report Cards for Secondary 


Veterans Memorial Middle School
Honor Code


In accordance with the MCSD mission and behavior code, Veterans Memorial Rangers will not participate in lying, cheating, stealing, or harassing. The VMMS Rangers’ motto is “Rangers lead the way!” The administration and faculty at Veterans Memorial Middle School believe that the purpose of discipline is to foster responsibility, independence, self-discipline and positive behavior. We believe it is important for students to realize that logical and natural consequences occur from the choices they make. It is our belief that a discipline philosophy, when applied consistently by all teachers and staff, will result in a wholesome atmosphere for teaching and learning.

Lying
Rangers lead the way in telling the truth at all times. It is honorable to face mistakes and accept the consequences by telling the truth.
Cheating
Rangers lead the way in engaging in honest scholarship. Honest scholarship means that student’s work comes from the student’s own mind and effort, not from friends, parents, or other well-meaning individuals. Your parents should review and discuss your work, but they should not do it for you. Students who give or receive help with the intent of providing or gaining an unfair academic advantage are not living up to the Honor Code. 

Stealing
Rangers lead the way in respecting one another’s property. They take special care their textbooks, computers, lockers, classrooms, and school grounds. They never destroy, hide, or damage another student or teacher’s belongings. 

The Guidelines for Acceptable Internet Use and Statement of Student Responsibility signed by all students elaborates on these guidelines.     

Harassing

Rangers lead the way in treating everyone with respect and dignity. Rangers, both students and teachers, are a community of caring individuals who want EVERY student to feel valued and welcomed from the first moment they enter VMMS.
GENERAL INFORMATION

People You Will Want to Get to Know

Principal
Melanie Knight
Assistant Principal 
Brenda Thomas
ISS Coordinator
Heather Jay
Director of Counseling  
Tracy Fox
Graduation Coach  
Tammi Clarke
Media Center Staff  
Gary Baxter
                     
Beth Anderson
Attendance Clerks/Receptionists  
Brenda Simonton/

                                                       
Chris Lewis
School Secretary
Rae Ann Parker
Guide for Students

IF YOU NEED…





GO TO…

Admittance Slip
Front Office Personnel

Announcements
Office Personnel

Attendance Information
Administration/Counselors

Basic Supplies
Media Center

Lockers
Homeroom Teacher

Bus Pass or Information
ISS Teacher
Lost and Found
Custodian/ Front Office
Personal Guidance ------------------------------------------------- Counselors

To Report theft or Vandalism ------------------------------------Teachers or Administrators

To Be Listened To -------------------------------------------------Teachers, Counselors, & 
                           ----------------------------------------------------Administrators
Attendance_________________________________________
Regular school attendance is essential for a quality education. The time missed from class results in loss of many educational experiences. To be successful in school, students must be on time to school, must remain in school until the end of the day, and must be at school every day possible. We encourage you to make every effort to schedule dental and doctor appointments after regular school hours. Students arriving after 8:15 a.m. are counted tardy. You should plan on having your child here by 8:00. In order to be counted present, a student must attend at least half of the school day (8:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.). 

It is the policy of Muscogee County School District that a middle school student is allowed to accumulate only 15 absences, excused and/or unexcused, during the school year. Students who accumulate 16 or more days absent in any individual or all classes due to checking out early, arriving late, or full day absences from school will be referred to the System Attendance Officer for violation of the Georgia Compulsory Attendance Law. After 5 unexcused days of absence, parents can be subject to the following measures:

1. Fine of not less than $25 and not greater than $100

2. Imprisonment not to exceed 30 days

3. Community service

4. Any combination of the above penalties

Tardy
When a student arrives late to school (after 8:15 a.m.), he/she must sign-in in the office. It is not necessary for parents to accompany students to the office; however, the school must have a note indicating why he/she is late. The note should be given to the front office receptionists who will pass it on to the homeroom teacher. The student will be given a hall pass to class after signing in. Excessive unexcused tardies will result in an administrative referral for consequences (6th  tardy and each subsequent tardy will result in ISS with 10 points deducted from the conduct grade for each ISS assignment).
If a student is to be dismissed early, parents must come to the office and ask the school front office receptionists to call for the student. The parent must sign the student out before the student can leave the building. Proper identification is required. Calling a student out of class disrupts the academic  learning of other students. Please pickups during your child’s connection classes.
Note: If it is necessary for an older brother, sister, or friend to pick up a middle school student, the middle school student must bring a note to the office stating this by 8:30 am. The school secretary will call the parent to verify the note. All special request notes (including bus request) must be brought to the office at the beginning of the school day in order to be verified by office personnel.

Excused Absences

In the case of a necessary absence from school, a student must bring a written excuse from parent/guardian stating the reason for the absence. This excuse must be given to the homeroom teacher on the day the student returns to school.

State law recognizes the following reasons as legal absences:

1. Personal illness

2. Death in immediate family

3. Recognized religious holidays observed by your faith

4. Absences mandated by governmental agencies

5. Instances where attendance would be hazardous

In case of an extended illness, parents should contact the counselors to determine if the services of a teacher are required. A hospital/homebound teacher can be assigned to a student who will be absent ten or more consecutive days due to illness or injury.

*Note: Students, who are absent the day of an extracurricular activity (dance, sporting event,) are not allowed to attend the extracurricular activity.

Prearranged Absences

As educators, we feel that daily classroom attendance is an important component of student achievement. The state of Georgia recognizes certain reasons for student absences that are excused. However, family trips are deemed unexcused and must be recorded as such. The faculty of Veterans Memorial Middle School acknowledges that often, such excursions are of educational value. Moreover, it is our position that neither the student nor the teacher should be penalized for absences over which they have no control. It is the opinion of the faculty that make-up work is not as meaningful and effective as classroom attendance, therefore unnecessary absences are strongly discouraged.

For work missed during absences due to prearranged unexcused trips, the student is responsible for the following:

1. Staying current with his/her classes and completing assignments

2. Taking tests over material covered during his/her absence if the teacher so desires

Note: If an assignment sheet is given prior to absence, it is expected to be turned in the day the student returns.

Additionally, the student may be asked to present to the teacher a neatly written report detailing the geographic or historic importance of the area visited. This will be assigned at the discretion of the teacher either in lieu of a missed assignment or for extra credit.

In order for the teachers to be of assistance to the student, the school must be notified in advance of the dates of the trip so that assignments can be made available to the student. Parents should realize that these assignments are tentative since situations arise daily which may require teachers to alter their lesson plans. A letter from the parent should be presented to the school principal before the planned absence.

Unexcused Absences

If a student fails to bring a parental note or doctor’s excuse, then the student is issued an unexcused absence. 
Unexcused absences include but are not limited to the following:

· Babysitting

· Car Trouble
· Family Vacations

· Missing the Bus

· Oversleeping

Book Bags__________________________________________
Book bags must be placed in hall lockers before the morning tardy bell and left there throughout the day.  Book bags are not permitted in the classrooms at any time or in hallways during class changes.  Book bags are not to be carried to the lunchroom or gym area. Students may receive a conduct slip which will result in loss conduct points or possible referral to ISS.
Bringing Money or Valuables to School_________________
Students are not to bring valuables or large sums of money to school. For students who bring valuables and/or money to school, the student and his/her parents assume the risk. This is to include cell phones, iPods, and other electronics. If these items are misplaced, lost, or stolen, the school will not be held liable their loss. School personnel will not be responsible for searching for loss items.
Business Partnership_________________________________
Honey Baked Hams

1701 Rollins Way

Columbus, GA  31902

Bradley Park Car Wash (not GooGoo any more)

1655 Whittlesey Rd.

Columbus, GA 31909

American & International Moving and Storage

2429 Victory Dr.

Columbus, GA 31901

Play N Trade Video Game Store

5555 Whittlesey Blvd. L4

Columbus, GA 31909

Bus Riders__________________________________________
Riding a school bus is a privilege. Improper conduct on the bus will result in that privilege being denied. Students riding a bus will be expected to ride their designated bus. 
· A request to ride another bus may be approved provided a written request is submitted to the principal's office by 8:30 a.m. This privilege will only be extended if there is space on the desired bus. 
· Bus changes are approved for a one-day period of time – NO EXCEPTIONS. The Muscogee County School District Transportation Office may approve long-term bus change requests. 
· Each bus driver has complete charge of pupils riding the school bus.  
· The Student Conduct Behavior Code rules apply. Pupils who refuse to obey the bus rules will be disciplined and may forfeit their right to ride the bus.

Student behavior on school buses is considered an extension of classroom behavior. Students who fail to respond to the directions of the bus driver shall be reported to the school principal, or other school designee, who may deny the student bus transportation.

*Fighting on the bus may result in permanent suspension from the bus regardless of the number of offenses.
Muscogee County School District Bus Transportation Discipline 
If student is 'written up' by bus driver for any rule infraction:

1st offence will result in a parent conference and suspension from the bus for one day.

2nd offence will result in a parent conference and suspension from the bus for one week (5 school days).

3rd offence will result in a parent conference and suspension from the bus for the remainder of the school year.

If problems arise, parents are not to confront the bus driver at the bus stop. They should make an appointment with the Transportation Department to discuss the matter.

Car Riders__________________________________________
Due to heavy traffic flow in the morning, we encourage parents to have their child to school by 8:00. Cars arriving after 8:10 will not allow your students sufficient time to be in homeroom by 8:15. These students will be counted as unexcused tardy (See Attendance). Students arriving early can go to the cafeteria before school begins. At 7:50 a.m. student may enter the gym. School personnel are stationed outside the school in the car drop-off area for supervision. We want to insure a safe unloading place for students. Information on drop-off procedures will be given at the beginning of school. 
Parents are requested to not park or wait in the unloading/loading areas before the starting and dismissal times of school. Students should report to designated waiting area when arriving at school in the morning and upon dismissal in afternoon. 

Cell Phones_________________________________________
Cell phones should not be used on the buses or in school between 7:30 AM and 3:30 P.M. without permission of school personnel. Along with cell phone ownership, comes responsibility.

· School district policy states that cell phones must be off and not set so as to disturb learning or the running of the school. It is best to keep these devices in lockers. 
· They may be used outside after school (3:30). 
· Violation of school policy concerning cell phones will result in them being confiscated and turned over to parents and ISS.
· The school will not be held liable for misplaced, lost or stolen cell phones or other electronic devices. School personnel will not be responsible for searching for  loss items.
Conferences_________________________________________
In middle school, conferences with teachers are held on request. The conferences should be scheduled via a note or email to the teacher (706) 749-3204. Parent initiated conferences will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Because a middle school student has several teachers, it is necessary that the request for a conference date be made several days in advance to allow the various teachers to adjust their schedules and clear their calendars for a meeting date and time.

Dress Code_________________________________________
We must dress to accommodate safety and decency measures. 

Students who fail to follow school dress code guidelines are referred to the office and held in ISS until parents bring acceptable clothing. If parents cannot bring suitable clothes, the student will be assigned to ISS and loss of conduct points will occur. Students will be held accountable for making up missed work. Any clothing that the Police Department/School System deems to be gang related will not be allowed in school.
Shirts
No over-sized shirts are allowed
All t-shirts must be tucked in for boys and girls
No plain white undershirts (t-shirts) may be worn

No midriffs should be exposed
No see-through shirts/blouses
No tank tops, spaghetti straps, tube tops
Nothing that advocates drugs, sex, alcohol, violence, gangs, hate, or profanity

Shoes
No shower shoes or bedroom shoes

Pants
Pants cannot have holes (garments or patches under the holes are NOT accepted as an excuse for holes) 
Pants are to be worn on or above the waist NO EXCEPTION
No see-through pants
No over-sized pants should be worn without a belt

No athletic pants, sweat pants, and wind pants are not to be worn unless they are part of the   

      athletic uniform
Pants with writing on the buttocks are not permitted
Pants and clothing with graffiti are not permitted
No pajama pants

Dresses and Skirts
Dresses and skirts may be worn with the length to be no higher than three (3) inches above the top of the knee cap. Short dresses worn with leggings will not be acceptable.

Shorts
Shorts may be worn with the length to be no higher than three (3) inches above the top of the knee cap.
No athletic or mesh shorts

Coats
Hooded garments may be worn to school as long as the hoods are not worn indoors. 
Oversized hoodies/ jackets that come below the waist should not be worn to school
Large coats and jackets must be kept in lockers
Light jackets must be unzipped

Hats
No head coverings i.e., bandanas, do rags, sweat bands, caps

Jewelry
No jewelry with reference to gangs, drugs, hate, violence, or sex is allowed. 
Grading____________________________________________
Veterans Memorial operates on a nine weeks academic grading period system. At the midterm of a nine weeks period, each student will receive a midterm progress report. Report cards are issued to students at the end of each nine weeks period. Students are to return the signed report card to their homeroom teacher. The grading scale approved by the Muscogee County School District is as follows:

A = 100-90 
(excellent progress)

B = 80-89
(above average progress)

C = 70-79
(average progress)

F = 69-0
(unsatisfactory progress/failure)

Homework Policy____________________________________
At Veterans Memorial Middle School, we believe that homework is a valuable learning experience.  Homework provides an opportunity for your child to establish good work habits and to become an independent and self-directed leader. Homework is a part of the school’s curriculum by extending learning that occurred in school that day. It reinforces the days learning by providing practice opportunities for reviewing, drilling, and rereading material that was covered in class.  Many studies showing the value of homework link home study with success in school. If you want your child to make top grades, support the concept of homework and the need to do it carefully on a daily basis. Student achievement rises significantly when teachers regularly assign homework and students conscientiously do it. Homework boosts achievement because the total time spent studying influences how much is learned.
Smart Study Strategies:
· Set aside a quiet area for homework.

· Designate hours for study 

· Establish study routine

· Organize notebooks
· Maintain the notebook agenda planner on a daily basis
· Keep your distance. Be available, but remember that the child must learn for himself/ herself.
Through homework, students have the opportunity for enrichment, extension and or remediation of instructional goals and the opportunity for practice.  Homework becomes more valuable when there is a strong partnership between home and school.  Through a strong home-school partnership, homework has the potential to increase learning time, to accomplish academic goals and to advance academic skills and achievement. The use of the assigned notebook agenda planner is required by every student. 
Make-Up Work

When absent, it is the student’s responsibility to ask for assignments missed. The student must also return the work to each teacher within the time limit decided upon by the teacher.

It is the student’s responsibility to turn in make-up work without teachers having to give reminders.

Honor Roll_________________________________________
An Honor Roll is posted each nine weeks to recognize all students who have earned all B’s or better on their report cards. Students with straight A’s are given separate recognition provided by the principal.

Immunization Requirements__________________________
(See MCSD website for the latest information)

Georgia’s immunization requirements for children attending childcare and school facilities have been amended to include new immunizations for specific age groups of already enrolled students and for students entering Georgia schools for the first time. A new Certificate of Immunization (form 3231 revised) will be required for registration if the student requires any of the new immunizations. 
Students will not be allowed to register without proper immunization records.

SUMMARY OF RULE CHANGES
New Vaccines Required: 

· Pnuemococcal Conjugate Vaccine is required for all children less than five years of age who are attending child-care facilities, Head Start, or Pre-K programs. 

· Hepatitis A Vaccine or proof of serologic immunity is required for all children born after January 1, 2006, and who are attending child care facilities, programs, or schools. 

Additional Doses Required:
Addition of doses of existing vaccine requirements for children entering kindergarten or sixth grade or any new student entering any grade (K-12)
· Mumps second dose required or proof of serologic immunity by laboratory 
(Second dose of measles vaccine and one dose of rubella is already required.) 

· Varicella (chicken pox) second dose required or healthcare provider documentation of disease history or proof of serologic immunity by a laboratory 

Also, all new students must provide a completed Vision, Hearing, and Dental Certificate (DHR Form 3300) from the health department or healthcare provider in order to register for school. 

See the MCSD website for more detailed information.

http://www.mcsdga.net/inside/student/services/immunization07.html
All 6th graders will participate in Scoliosis screening unless parents notify the school prior to the screening.
Individual Money Making Projects_____________________
Students are not allowed to sell or trade items at school. If a student is found selling or trading items, they will be assigned ISS or OSS.
Lost and Found______________________________________
We have a lost and found box in the custodians’ office. To claim lost articles, students notify an administrator who will allow them access to the lost and found items.
Note:
Because of limited storage space and the number of lost items, all unclaimed items will be displayed on a table during PTSA meetings. After the items are displayed, all unclaimed clothing is given to a charitable organization.

Parent Phone Calls to Students_________________________
The first step is to make plans before school starts. We highly encourage parents to plan ahead to avoid miscommunication. Telling your child face to face at home if there is going to be a change in the normal plan is the best, most effective and efficient way of getting the message to your child.

For safety, parents need to create one plan before the school year starts for a child to get home from school and stick to that plan; ride the bus, car pick up, or whatever. Changing this plan can cause problems for everyone involved and will require a written note from the parent and signed by the administration.

Getting phone messages to students during the school day are an unnecessary interruption of class learning and disturb the learning of others. Mistakes in this area can lead to serious issues. 
Students are NOT to use cell phones to call, text, or receive messages during the day without permission from school personnel. Your help and support in this matter would be greatly appreciated. Please note that if your child uses the cell phone without permission, it will be taken up and you will be required to come to the school to retrieve it. Misuse of cell phone will result in ISS. Parents texting their children will result in the child receiving ISS. Please be mindful of the cell phone use policy and encourage your child to follow the policy.
Planners/ Agenda____________________________________
We feel strongly encourage your child to use an agenda planner. The use of a planner helps the students be successful. Teachers will aid in the organization and use of planners.
Positive Recognition__________________________________
Students who have exhibited exceptional classroom performance may be recognized in many ways. These may include a proficiency report, a post card with positive remarks, or teacher and/or team recognition. In addition to these forms of recognition, students who maintain excellent behavior (no corrections by teachers or team) will be allowed to participate in all extra-curricular activities.
At the Awards Program held at the end of the school year, students are recognized with the presentation of medals and certificates for various areas of accomplishments.
Progress Reports___________________________________
Progress Reports will be issued following the end of four and one-half (4 1/2) weeks of each nine week grading period. Parents should sign and return the original copy of the report to the teacher.

Parents can also receive, via e-mail, weekly progress reports from their child’s individual teachers. We have the capability of communicating with the parents via the internet and want to utilize this technology as often as possible. Please understand that a weekly progress report is “after the fact” and is not a good substitution for the student to write down assignments and complete them as instructed in a timely manner. Progress reports are historical and not actually current for the day as would be the Agenda Planner. Students need to develop organizational skills and self-control rather than having someone looking over their shoulder constantly.

Report Cards will be issued following the end of each nine week grading period. The student is responsible for making the report available to his or her parents or guardians. Nine-week grade report envelopes are to be signed by the parents or guardian and returned to the homeroom teacher within three (3) school days.

Ranger Friday Flyer_________________________________
One of Veterans Memorial Middle School's main channels of communication between home and school is the Ranger Friday Flyer. Each Friday a school/team/PTA newsletter is sent home with each student. Be sure to check your child's book bag or ask him/her for the newsletter. The Ranger Friday Flyer will be posted on the VMMS website. This communication tool is very important and if you miss it, you miss a lot.
Schedule or Class Changes____________________________
No schedule changes will be made after the first week of school.
Student Support Team_______________________________
The Muscogee County Board of Education believes that the Student Support Team (SST) is an effective method of meeting the instructional needs of students who are experiencing problems.

The SST provides services through the regular education program, including instructional planning and consultation that includes those individuals responsible for the educational well being of the students.

Supervision of Students_______________________________
Students are supervised during the school day (7:45 – 3:30). When the first bell rings (8:15), students will report directly to homeroom. After students report to homeroom, they should not be in the halls without a hall pass. Students should not be on school property at times other than supervised times.

Students are supervised after school hours only for school-sponsored meetings and activities. Parents should be prompt in picking up their children from activities. Parents assume full responsibility for supervision of their children beyond a fifteen-minute period after the closing of any school event.

Parents and students should not depend upon a telephone being available so that a student may call when the school event is over. 
*Note: Students who are not picked up within a reasonable time (30 minutes) after the ending of an event will be assigned ISS and points deducted from their conduct grade. The parents of habitual offenders will be reported to the Department of Family and Children Services for neglect.

Textbooks, Equipment, and Instruments_________________
All materials, textbooks, equipment and instruments are purchased by the taxpayers of Muscogee County through Muscogee County Board of Education. Veterans Memorial Middle School is authorized by the School Board to issue and/or loan materials, textbooks, equipment and instruments to students for their use during the school year.

The student and his/her parent are responsible for returning the materials at the end of each school year when an inventory is taken. Students will be charged for items lost, misplaced or damaged. If the item is later found, a refund will be given. Muscogee County Public School policy requires that restitution be made for all such loss or damage subsequent to the issue of grades, records, or certificates of progress.

The students and his/her parent are also responsible for losses, damages or vandalism, whether accidental or purposeful, that occurs to any material, textbook, equipment or instrument that has been issued or loaned to a student.

 Middle School Places


Clinic

Veterans Memorial only has a part-time nurse to supervise the clinic. Students who are ill will report to the front office where their parents will be called. They may remain in the clinic for a short time, but there is room only for one student.

The school does not supply any medication. If a student is on a daily medication, this medication must be supplied in the original container (no loose pills in a baggie). This prescription medication (including inhalers) must have a copy of the pharmacy label taped to them. This serves as the doctor's signature. These medications are to be delivered to the front office where the student will be responsible for returning during the day to take his/her medication. The parent must complete a special form/document before medication can be administered at school.

We ask that over-the-counter medications not be sent to school. In the event your student must have this type of medication, it should be sent on a daily basis with a note from the parent. The medication and note should be taken to the front office immediately upon arrival to school. The parent must complete a special form/document before medication can be administered at school. Students in possession of medication of any kind will be referred to Tribunal.
Lunchroom
Middle school students are expected to act properly in the lunchroom Students are escorted to and from the cafeteria by their assigned lunch period teacher.
· Students are to walk to and from lunch without talking.

· Students must have their students ID cards daily. 
· No lunch card will result in conduct points deduction. 
· No lunch card – no extras or bottled juices/ water.

· Cards can be replaced for $5 in the media center. 
· Students should arrive and leave at designated times.

· Students will go to the shortest line.

· No going back to the line.
· No cutting in line.

· Students will sit at their assigned class table.
· Make sure the table is clean and chairs are placed under table before leaving.

· No outside food is allowed unless it is in a plain brown bag and plain cup.

· No cokes or carbonated beverages are allowed.

· No energy drinks are allowed.

Meal Prices

Students -




Adults -

Breakfast ……….. $1.15


Breakfast ……..$1.50
Reduced Break …. $0.30


Lunch …………$3.00 MCSD employees

Lunch ……………$2.00


Lunch …………$3.75 other adults

Reduced Lunch…. $0.40

Media Center
Sign In

Remember to clock in at the desk when you enter the media center if you come without your teacher.  

Checking Out a Book

Students will be issued a library card. Each student is responsible for this card and any books checked out using the card. These cards remain the property of the school and must be replaced if lost. A $5.00 fee will be charged for a replacement card. A student must have his/her card with him/her when checking out or renewing a book. A book is due two weeks from the day it is checked out, excluding holidays. Students may have up to two books checked out at a time.

Overdue Books

No fines are charged for overdue books. Students may not check out another book until the overdue book is returned or paid for. 
Reference Materials and Periodicals

Students may check out reference materials and periodicals overnight. Items may be checked out after 2:30 P.M. and returned before second period of the following day. You must get assistance when checking out these materials.

Community of Readers
Veterans Memorial Middle School seeks to create a community of readers based on the Accelerated Reader Program. This program consists of a reading list, which includes a variety of literature, both classic and new. Each student selects books from the extensive lists, reads at his own pace and then completes multiple choice tests on the computer. Students are awarded point values based on the reading level of the books. Recognition will be given to students throughout the year.

The AR list has over 800 titles; thus, we will not be giving out individual lists. You may see the list in the Veterans Memorial Middle School Media Center.

School Office

The office is where you report if you come in late to school, or you are checking out early. The phone is available to use by students but you must have teacher and office permission to use the phone. Phones are only available for emergency use.

School Store
Pencils, paper, and pens are sold through the school media center. The vending machine can be used anytime with teacher permission and a hall pass.
Middle School Subjects


Academics

Language Arts and Literature
Mathematics – regular, advanced, and honors
Science

Social Studies

Exploratories

Art 

Band

Chorus

Computer Education

Drama

Family & Consumer Science (Home Economics)

Health

Orchestra

Physical Education

Technology Exploration 

Academic Subjects

At Veterans Memorial Middle School, all students receive instruction daily in academic subjects of mathematics, language arts, science and social studies. We take scholarship seriously and strive to make student learning our number one goal.
Language Arts, Language Lab, and Reading
Language arts classes help students develop their power to communicate through listening, speaking, reading and writing. Activities are designed to appeal to middle school students' interests while integrating instruction in all areas of the language arts. 
Mathematics
Mathematics includes review and extension of concepts taught the previous year. The new Georgia Performance Standards dictate that math is taught in the following courses:

Preemptive (remedial) math 6-7-8
Mathematics 6-7-8

Advanced Math 6-7-8

Honors Math 6-7-8

Science
Earth science is taught in the sixth grade. Life Science, including such studies as plants, animals and living organisms, is taught in the seventh grade. Physical science is taught in the eighth grade.

Social Studies
All students are taught social studies each year. The emphasis for sixth and seventh graders concentrates on a study of world geography and eighth graders focus on Georgia studies.

Connections

Connection classes provide students with a variety of interesting experiences that connect to the traditional academic curriculum. Students may choose to be in a rotation of different exploratory classes each year, or to take band, orchestra or chorus for the entire year
.
Applied Technology

Students in this course will gain actual experience in the use of computer systems, robotics, computer repair, and a variety of other computer based modules designed to allow the students to use computers in various technology applications.  Sixth graders are given an introductory overview application course. Seventh graders are taught the different modules and how to work in teams at the various computer stations. Eighth grade students are required to complete projects in various areas using the computers as a tool for designing their projects.

Art

Art is taught to sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students. Students are taught visual awareness through the elements and principles of art by exploring drawing, painting, ceramics, printmaking, puppetry and sculpture. Student works are exhibited community, and in several art exhibits in the county and state.

Band

Band offers students in all grades the opportunity to learn to play musical instruments in the brass, woodwind and percussion families. Previous musical experience is not necessary for sixth graders. To help ensure student success, our band director will counsel each student in selecting an instrument that is best suited for the child. Students have the opportunity to receive instruction in full band, small ensemble, and solo performance. A variety of musical styles are covered including symphonic, jazz, rock, Broadway, and pop.

Our band students have many performance opportunities. In addition to performing for students and parents at school, our bands travel to other schools, festivals, and music conventions. Quality will be the hallmark of the VMMS Band program. Band students receive high praise and honor for their outstanding achievements. Bands under the direction of Ms. Lyn Pharris have consistently earned the very highest ratings from the state music educators association. Many of our students will be chosen to participate in district and state honors groups. Of course, home practice and concert attendances are a required part of this valuable learning experience.

Chorus

Chorus is open to all students who enjoy singing and wish to learn more about it. No previous experience is required. The chorus performs several times during the year and attends the district choral festival each year. Students in chorus have the opportunity participate in All-City and All-State Chorus competitions. The Veterans Memorial Middle School Chorus will receive top ratings each year at the district competitions.

Computer/Business Education

The purpose of the computer science program for Veterans Memorial Middle School is to provide each student with an opportunity to understand both the capabilities of electronic information systems as well as an opportunity to know of their applications and impact on society. Each student will be provided hands-on experience using computer hardware and current types of applications software. Each VMMS student is expected to be able to type a minimum of 35 words per minute.
Computer education for sixth grade students is an introduction to microcomputers and keyboarding. Students learn to operate the computer. They work with prepared computer programs that support the middle school curriculum.

The seventh grade students will learn database and word processing skills. This computer utilization allows students to become more proficient with computers.

Eighth grade computer courses combine keyboarding, computers and technology of the business world to give students practical ideas of courses to take at high school which applies to careers. The utilization of word-processing, database and spreadsheet helps students to create well-designed, well-structured presentations for use in business and private life.

Drama

Drama class is open to 6th – 8th grades. The course’s objective is to develop the student’s understanding of communication through theatre arts. We have a featured show once a school year that is an after school activity. There are several areas studied, but certainly not limited to the following:

· Theatre history

· Importance of drama

· Terms

· Basic voice skills

· Movement

· Monologues

· Areas of the stage

· Shakespeare

· Playwriting

· Acting

Family & Consumer Science (Home Economics)
Is home economics limited to cooking and sewing? No, but home economics also encompasses many of the basic skills of life. For instance, personal and family living, career, consumerism, clothing care, fashion, childcare, parenting skills, nutrition and technology are taught in this course. Since our children in home economics hold the key to the future, we prepare students to be successful and to live productive lives. 

Health

Health is required for all students at each grade level. Units on human growth and development, human sexuality, drug abuse prevention, mental health, nutrition, safety, and first aid are all part of the curriculum. Special emphasis is placed on skills such as responsible decision making, refusal skills, and conflict management. These life skills help students learn to appropriately meet the challenges of adolescence.

Orchestra

The orchestra program begins in sixth grade and offers sequential instruction to students through eighth grade. The program offers ensemble instruction in violin, viola, cello, and string bass. Previous musical training is not required. Practice at home and concert performance are expected of students. Instruments are not available through the school.

Physical Education

School district policy requires physical education for middle school students. Physical education offers students instruction in team and individual sports.   Students participate in activities such as volleyball, basketball, field hockey, soccer, softball, line dancing, and team handball.

Participation is an important part of the physical education grade. Students are required to dress out daily and must have a written note signed by a parent if they cannot participate. If they cannot fully participate, the teacher will modify their program for up to three (3) days. The note should be used to cover colds, flu and short-term illnesses. When a student needs to be excused from physical education for more than three days, a doctor's note is required. Students are responsible for their personal items during P.E. Lockers with combinations are provided in locker room.

Other Subjects

Gifted Education

Our gifted education program serves 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students. Gifted students are served by both their team teachers, gifted certified teachers and the gifted facilitator. 
Information about this program can be obtained from the student’s teachers, the counselors or the administration. Gifted education is available for students with exceptional academic abilities. To be eligible, a child must meet specific criteria. The four categories evaluated are: Mental Ability, Achievement, Creativity, and motivation. 

Special Education

Students with special needs who meet the eligibility requirements are provided services in academic areas and emotional support as is warranted. The students receive help during all or part of the school day throughout the year.

Information about these programs can be obtained from the student’s teachers, the counselors, or the administration.

Team Time

This is a flexible time each day for teachers to work with students who need additional help in mathematics, reading, or Language Arts. Those students who have mastered the standards for these subjects are taught enrichment activities during this time. Team Time is part of our school’s Pyramid of Intervention to help prevent students from falling behind.
Extracurricular Activities


Academic Bowl Team

Sponsor – Mrs. Burch
The Academic Bowl team consists of students from various classes who are selected based on their knowledge and ability to think quickly to answer a variety of questions in all subject areas. Practice begins in the fall and the competition is during the winter months.

Cheerleading

Sponsor – Coach Blanton
Veterans Memorial Middle School has spirited cheerleaders each year. These students are members of the seventh and eighth grade class. Cheerleading tryouts are held each spring and physicals are due before tryouts. The purpose of the cheerleading program is to promote and uphold school spirit, to develop a sense of good sportsmanship among the students and foster a better relationship between schools during football and basketball season. 

Golf Club
Sponsor – Mrs. Jay
Boys and girls are encouraged to join the golf team. There is both a fall and spring season. The top 12 students are selected to compete in the weekly tournaments, but all students practice and learn together. The golf club does not provide beginning instruction in the game of golf; this can be provided through the First Tee Golf Program at Godwin Creek.

Mathcounts Team

Sponsor – Burch
Mathcounts provides math enrichment activities designed to prepare students for school, district and state Mathcounts competitions. Qualified students attend by invitation for a period of twelve weeks. Students work individually and in teams to solve challenging math problems, many involving algebra and geometry concepts.

Math Team

Sponsor - TBA

Math Team includes 6th through 8th graders who participates in the Muscogee county Invitational math Tournament. Competition consists of written exam and ciphering rounds. All students are eligible to participate will practice after school.
National Junior Honor Society

Sponsor – Mrs. Cox,  Mrs. Perry, Mrs. Pugh
Selection to the National Junior Honor Society will be based on Scholarship, Character, Leadership, Citizenship and Service.

Open to selected 7th and 8th grade students. Selection to the National Junior Honor Society will be based on Scholarship, Character, Leadership, Citizenship and Service.

Students must be in 7th or 8th grade and have been enrolled at VMMS for at least one full semester before being considered for selection. At the end of the 1st semester, students who have attained an overall scholastic average of 92.5 or above will be invited to express their desire to be considered for membership by submitting an interest packet to the faculty council. Scholastic average is only ONE of the criteria for selection.

 After completing and submitting the interest packet, candidates will be evaluated by their teachers according to specific criteria set forth by the faculty council. This criterion includes general behavior and attitude as well as components of the 5 tenets listed above.

After careful consideration of all criteria, candidates will be notified in writing of their selection or non-selection. Final selection for membership will rest solely with faculty council. 

Reading Bowl Club/Battle of the Books Club

Sponsor – Mr. Baxter
Students can join this club which competes in the annual Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl Competition. Students must read a selection of books and compete to answer questions about the books they read. Mr. Gary Baxter is the Battle of the Books Sponsor.

Science Olympiad Team

Sponsor – Mrs. Cox
The science team is open to all interested 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. This very active team meets in the afternoons to prepare for the Science Olympiad competition held during the spring of each school year.
Student Council
Sponsor – Dr. Breazeale
Co-Sponsor – Mrs. Jay

Student Council at Veterans Memorial Middle School provides an opportunity for students from all grade levels to participate in service and school spirit activities. Students must go through an application process to qualify. Students must submit with application the following:

· teacher recommendations

· conduct grade must be 80 and above from prior semester

· a copy of the previous semester’s report card

Applications will be review and 15 members will be selected by a committee. Election of officers will be held every fall. Officers are selected from the various grade levels. 

Examples of Council activities:

· Made and sold Christmas ornaments to raise money for the underprivileged families

· School Beautification
· Perform in community activities
· Community Service projects
Tennis Club
Sponsor – TBA
All students are invited to join the tennis club which will practice and play at Cooper Creek. Look for announcements on the web site and Veterans TV program for details.

Youth Alive
Sponsor – Mrs. Fitts

This is a Bible based before school club that meets weekly with a local youth director, Mr. Tye Dudley. He speaks to the students about current issues related to their lives and how to make proper choices in life. It is strictly voluntary and open to any student of any faith. The meeting day has not been determined. 
Pick-up Time for Extracurricular Events

At the conclusion of any extracurricular activity held after school, it is the responsibility of the parents to make sure their child is picked up after the event in a reasonable amount of time. If the child has not been picked up after 15 minutes, school security/ law enforcement will be called to transport the child home. 

*Note: Students who are not picked up within a reasonable time (15 minutes) after the ending of an event will be assigned ISS and points will be deducted from their conduct grade. The parents of habitual offenders will be reported to the Department of Family and Children Services for neglect.
Most sporting events are over at 7:30 P.M.

All Dances will be over at 9:00 P.M.

Teachers will inform students of the ending times for all extracurricular activities.

Extracurricular Activities - Sports


Intramural Program

During the year, the Physical Education Department will hold intramural sporting events for all 6th, 7th and 8th grade students enrolled in PE. Eliminations are held until one team from each class period is left and then the two class periods compete. The special day held for the intramural finals is called Big Friday. Big Friday is conducted two times each year.

Seventh and Eighth Grade Sports

Volleyball

Seventh and eighth grade girls will make up our volleyball team. The season runs from August through late September.

Football

Veterans Memorial Middle School has a football team, and tryouts are during the month of August and September. 

Basketball

Veterans Memorial has girls’ and boys’ basketball teams that play other middle schools in Muscogee County. Team tryouts are during October, and the season begins November and runs through the end of January.

Soccer

Our school will have separate girl and boy teams and the season tryouts begin late January. The season opens February.

Track

The VMMS track team tryouts are held late February. The track season opens the first week of April.

Note: Good conduct and grades are mandatory requirements for team membership. Poor academic standing or poor conduct could result in a player not being allowed to play or being removed from the team. If a student plans to tryout, then he/she must have a physical before the tryout date, which will be announced well in advance. High standards for grades and conduct must be maintained in order to participate in all extracurricular activities and sports.

Supporting our teams by attending games is a popular middle school activity.

Participation Eligibility for Extracurricular School Sport Team Activities:

Requirements:    In order to be eligible for participation. The student-athlete must complete the following.   

1. Current “Up-to-date” physical (physicals good for one calendar year)

2. Photocopy of insurance provider

3. Waiver form

4. Parent Permission form

*All forms must be turned into the VMMS Athletic Office, before any form of participation will be granted.

5. Meet all Athletic, Academic, and Behavior Guidelines set forth by MCSD and VMMS.

You will be ineligible for participation if:
1. New transfer to school without corresponding move by your parents/guardians into new school service area.

2. Have been in middle school more than two consecutive years after entry into the seventh grade.

3. Have attained your 15th birthday prior to August 1st preceding the year of participation.

4. Do not have a standard GHSA physical exam during the past 12 months.

5. Have not completed a Parent Permission form, Waiver form, and/or turned in a photocopy of insurance provider to the Athletic Office.

6. If you are currently on Out-of-School Suspension, In-School Suspension, or in Alternative School for disciplinary reasons, or have been expelled by your previous school.
7. Conduct grade must be 80 or higher.

8. If the student fails 2 or more classes in a semester, he/she loses eligibility for the next semester.

*To be eligible to participate, practice, and/or compete you must meet the above MCSD eligibility requirements.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact VMMS and ask for Coach Wilson.

Physical Education Program


VETERANS MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL

PHYSICAL EDUCATION SYLLABUS

The Physical Education staff warmly welcomes you to Veterans Memorial Middle School. The Physical Education teachers are Coach Foor, Coach Dean, Coach Richburg, and Coach Wilson.

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS:

We expect all middle school students to be able to fulfill the following responsibilities:

 Daily Class Rules:  Students are expected to……………….

1. Have P.E. uniform and lace-up sneakers.

2. Change clothing every day for Physical Education class.

3. Practice self-control at all times.

4. Respect the rights, feelings, and properties of all students and teachers.

5. Be on time and in the proper location.

6. Participate (Try) in all activities.

It is strongly preferred that you wear the VMMS Physical Education uniform to class. You are required to wear a red, white, or blue t-shirt and athletic shorts to PE each day, so purchasing a VMMS PE uniform (athletic short ten dollars and shirt ten dollars) is your best option. Students are also required to have their last name written in permanent marker on the outside of both their shorts and shirts.   You need to come to school each day prepared to dress out for Physical Education class.  Sweatshirts and/or wind-pants (any color) may be worn to PE if needed during cooler weather. Students will be issued a PE lock and locker during PE class at a cost of five dollars. If a student’s lock is lost, stolen or damaged, it is the student’s responsibility to replace the lock at a cost of ten dollars.  Students are NOT to share lockers or give out locker combinations to other students.

GRADING:

Each student will begin each grading period with a grade of 100.  The following 3 categories will be used to determine a numerical grade for grading period.

1. Dressing out. 

2. Participation. 

3. Tests (10 points) and written assignments (10 points): All students are required to complete a writing assignment at the end of every semester. These will be assigned by your teacher. 

Points will be deducted for the following:

(5 Points)   will be deducted for not dressing out in proper attire.  Proper attire includes lace-up sneakers (not sandals, flip-flops, slides, boots or any other shoes except lace-up sneakers), socks, athletic shorts, and t-shirt.  The student will also lose points (1st day=5 points deducted from grade, and 10 points deducted every day after 1st day)  from participation when he/she does not dress out unless he/she turns in a written excuse from parent for that day and/or doctors note the following day.  Up to (5 points)  may also be deducted from a student making little or NO  EFFORT  to participate in the day’s activity.
ATTENDANCE:

You must make up ALL Physical Education absences. Make-up work can be accomplished by:

1. A written note from a parent or coach validating 30 minutes of physical activity outside of school.  OR;

2. A written assignment given by your PE teacher.  All make-up work should be completed within one week of the absence. It is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the teacher in regard to making up an absence.

CONDUCT:

The PE staff follows the school-wide discipline system. A student’s conduct grade will be lowered with every violation. Minor conduct offenses will be dealt with on a four-step plan:
1. Conference with student

2. Parental contact

3. Written assignment and Parental contact

4. In-School Suspension, Written assignment, and Parental contact

Major conduct offenses will automatically be referred to the main office (resulting in a lower conduct grade).

PROVISION FOR IMPROVING GRADES:

Recovery is an opportunity for students to recover from a low (69 or below) or failing cumulative grade for each nine weeks. 

· Recovery is allowed when all work required “to date” has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements, including attendance. 
· Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. 
· Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. 

· All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed 5 days prior to the end of a nine-week grading period. 

· Recovery opportunity is granted once per nine-week grading period.
Teacher/Parent Communication:

Please feel free to get in touch with your child’s PE teacher with any questions or concerns by contacting the front office at (706) 748-3204, or by e-mail: rfoor@mcsdga.net; cdean@mcsdga.net; krichburg@mcsdga.net; and jlwilson@mcsdga.net.  We will make every effort to reply within 24 hours.

The PE department believes in all students participating in a wide variety of physical activities during the middle school experience. The curriculum is designed to offer a broad spectrum of activities including team sports, individual sports, fitness, and health-related activities. All activities have significant worth; however, not all students will enjoy the same activities. Thus, in designing the curriculum, we have created a program in which every student will find a favorite activity.

The basic objective of the Physical Education department is to encourage each student to develop a lifestyle based on healthy behaviors. In order to be healthy, students must possess an acceptable level of physical fitness - not athletic fitness, but rather health related fitness. For that reason, we are beginning the school year with a fitness course, which will naturally progress into a rotation through the planned physical education activity units. Appropriate stretching and warm-up activities will be done daily prior to the day’s main activity.

We are looking forward to a year filled with wellness, activity, and fun!

VMMS GYM EXPECTATIONS/PROCEDURES:

“PRIDE in the Gym”:

P:
Actively Participate  with a positive attitude, encourage others, and use positive language.


R:
Follow the Rules  of the game or activity, listen to the teacher, and return all equipment to its  appropriate place.

I:
Honestly report Injuries and Illnesses to the teacher.
D:
Make wise Decisions  and use all equipment for its intended purpose.
E:
Always be Exceptional  and try your best in activities, challenges, and tests.  Be willing to help others.

1. Students are to come in orderly and quietly and SIT down on designated solid blue line.

2. Once students are “ready” (sitting quietly with arms length space between every student), they will then proceed to locker room for dress out.

3. Students will follow locker room rules and procedures at all times.

4. “Class Misbehavior” will result in losing activity time at the end of class. 

5. A class that receives two reds loses game day on next scheduled day.

LOCKER ROOM RULES:

USED FOR CHANGING ONLY.  No horseplay.

NO FOOD, CANDY, OR DRINK.

KEEP LOCKER ROOMS CLEAN. 

NO AEROSOL DEODORANT.

NO FOUL LANGUAGE.

Standards for Discipline and Behavior 

No one has the right to:

1.
Physically injure themselves or others or threaten injury.

2.
Discriminate against others (to treat others as though they are not as good as you).

3.
Damage or destroy materials.

4.
Steal from others.

5.
Impose on others (to force someone to see, do, or hear something that they do not want).

6.
Interfere with others (to make a sound or movement that keeps others from hearing, seeing, or concentrating or from participating in class).

7.
Misrepresent yourself to others (to make false report about yourself or others).

General Rules and Information

1. Gum and candy are not allowed at Veterans Memorial Middle School or on the school bus.
2. Shoes with rollers on the bottoms are not permitted on campus or in the building at any time.
3. I-pods and video games, etc. are not to be brought to school except with special permission from the school.
4. Students who wish to use the telephone must have a pass and check with front office for permission before using telephone.
5. Classes will not be interrupted to call students to the telephone.
6. All food is restricted to the lunchroom unless otherwise instructed.
7. The school accepts no responsibility for items that are lost, damaged or stolen.

8. Faculty workroom drink and snack machines are not to be used by students at any time. 

9. Aerosol cans, hair spray, cologne sprays, whiteout, inhalants, breath sprays or any other item that might be hazardous to the health of students are unacceptable at school.
Local Discipline Procedures

1. The Classroom Teacher is the first line of student management. The philosophy of the school is to provide an optimum learning environment for all students. A conduct point record is kept by the teacher on all students having discipline problems. If a student continues inappropriate behavior and after several different teacher intervention strategies are tried, an administrative discipline referral will be the next step.

2. Behavior Contracts are developed to help students by listing specific behaviors that are expected in school. Failure to meet these expectations will result in predetermined consequences. All aspects of the behavior contract will be established and reviewed by the parent(s), student, teacher, and administration.

3. Detention is assigned by the Team Teachers. Written notification will be sent to the parents by way of the student. Failure to attend detention will results in 1 day ISS. 

4. In-School Suspension 
In-School Suspension is assigned by an administrator. Notification will be given to the parents. Students will complete classroom assignments during In-School Suspension. Students will not be allowed to participate in or attend any school-sponsored activities while in ISS. A student who is removed from In-School Suspension for disciplinary reasons will automatically be assigned Out-of-School Suspension.  Each In-School Suspension will result in 10 points deducted from the student’s conduct grade.
5. Suspension from school Out-of-School Suspension is assigned by an administrator. Notification will be given to parents. FOR OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION – STUDENT WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO RETURN TO CLASS UNTIL AN ADMINISTRATOR CONFERENCE IS HELD. An OSS student is prohibited from being on school property or attending any school-sponsored activity at or away from school. Each Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) will result in 20 points deducted from the student’s conduct grade.
6. The principal, for any student who has a major offense or an accumulation of minor offenses, may call a Muscogee County School District Tribunal Hearing. (See System-Wide Disciplinary Procedures Booklet for details) 

7. If rules are broken on days before holidays or summer break, students will receive consequences upon returning to school.

8. Corporal Punishment is not administered at Veterans Memorial Middle School.

9. Dances, Field Trips, Sporting Events, and Extracurricular Activities
Students who have been assigned to ISS/OSS may not attend or participate in sporting events for the day of the suspension. In addition, students who have been assigned ISS/OSS may not attend school related activities, school dances, or field trips during the 9-week grading period in which the suspension occurred. After a second assignment to ISS/OSS, the student is ineligible to attend these functions for the remainder for the semester.  A student must maintain an 80 or above in conduct each 9 weeks in order to qualify for the field trips, dances, and any school related activities. 

Behavior Intervention Plan

Veterans Memorial Middle School’s discipline program is designed to develop and promote good citizenship and self-control for its students. The program provides opportunities for students to take responsibility for their actions as well as accepting the consequences for their misbehavior. Thus, under this system, students lose points for inappropriate behaviors. Every 9-weeks conduct points start at 100.


CONDUCT GRADES
Student’s Conduct Grades are computed each nine weeks determining the number of conduct points lost from 100. Students must maintain 80 or better in conduct to participate in school-sponsored activities and events. Students who fail conduct for the year may be required to attend conduct summer school at a cost to the parent. 
Behavior Code

Misbehavior results in the student receiving consequences. It is hoped the consequences will serve as a corrective measure to improve student behavior in the future.

Teachers/administrators/school personnel may deduct conduct points for any violation and/or repeated offense. Conduct points are recorded as a grade on the report cards in HR.
Guidelines for Student Behavior

Some things to remember…

1. Always do your best – do not settle for anything less!

2. Be sure to show respect to teachers and other adults around the school.

3. Make it a point to be in the right place at the right time!

4. Use reasonable volume when talking. Yelling disturbs others.

5. Walk – do not run – through the halls and school grounds.

6. Realize that every student has a right not to be abused – physically or verbally.

7. Use proper language on school property.

8. Do your part to keep school buildings and grounds neat and clean.

9. Use school property correctly. Remember, it is shared by all students and is the property of county taxpayers.

10. Leave at home items that do not belong at school.

WARNING: Students are responsible for what they say and write. Spoken or written threats of any type of violence are taken serious by this administration and will be result in serious consequences. Parents usually get upset when their child is punished for things they say and the excuse is, “They didn’t mean anything by it”. However, if your child is on the receiving end of the threats, it is a totally different story. We need all parents to be supportive of this policy and remind your young person of this very important issue.

CONDUCT GRADES
The Discipline Code of Conduct is used to assist teachers in determining the conduct grade for each 9-week. The Conduct Grades are:

100
= Excellent Behavior

90-99
= Good Behavior

80-89
= Needs Some Improvement

70-79
= Immediate Improvement Required

0-69
= Unsatisfactory – Behavior Not Acceptable

Each In-School Suspension (ISS) = 10 points deducted from the student’s conduct grade.
Each Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) = 20 points deducted from the student’s conduct grade.

Students placed in ISS or OSS will not be eligible to participate in any athletic or extracurricular event until the next school day after the suspension is served.
MINOR OFFENSES

Minor offenses are handled by the teacher in the classroom.

EACH  MINOR OFFENSE RESULTS IN A 3-POINT DEDUCTION FROM THE CONDUCT GRADE.

Minor Offenses
(  Distraction of other
      
(  Failure to follow

(  Intentionally providing

    students/talking/off task
    instructions


    false information

(  bookbags


(  Unauthorized location
(  Being rude

(  Refusal to complete
       
(  Unacceptable behavior 
(  Failure to bring/return

    classwork/homework              in the hall/classroom
    materials

MAJOR  OFFENSES
EACH  OFFENSE RESULTS IN ISS (10 point deduction from conduct grade) or OSS (20 point deduction from conduct grade).
Inappropriate Dress





Misuse of Electron Devices


Smoking/ Tobacco Products



Classroom Disruption/ Misconduct

Misuse of Cell Phones 




Severe Misbehavior

Tardiness to School 





Fighting
Disruption during Evacuation Drill


Bullying


Missed Detention 





Severe Misconduct on the Bus 

Inappropriate Showing of Affection


Forgery

(Hugging, holding hands, kissing)



Defiance

Vandalizing, Damaging, or Stealing  


Sexual Harassment


Skipping Class/ School/ Leaving Campus


Profanity

Cheating  and  plagiarism are considered violation of Veterans Memorial Middle School’s Honor Code.

DISCLAIMER
** The administration reserves the right to determine the class and consequences for offenses not listed.

** The administration reserves the right to change/ alter the consequences as deemed appropriate.

School District Policies
Each student will be issued a copy of the Muscogee County School District Behavior Code and Discipline Policy during the first week of school. Parents should study that book with their children and understand that violations of School District policies will result in a hearing before the Superintendent’s Disciplinary Tribunal.
THIS IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE VETERANS MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES. THE MCSD DISCIPLINE CODE TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER THIS HANDBOOK.

Veterans Memorial Middle School

Information
School Phone: 
(706) 748-3204




(706) 748-3211 FAX

School Address:
2008 Old Guard Rd. 





Columbus, GA   31909

School Website:
http://www.orgsites.com/ga/veteransmemorialmiddle/
School Newsletter: 
Ranger Friday Flyer (sent home each Friday with general information and news from various learning communities located within Veterans Memorial Middle School)

School District Website:
 http://www.mcsdga.net
School Starts: 8:10 A.M. (Tardy 8:15 A.M.)

School Dismisses:
3:30 P.M.

PTA Officers: (Parents interested in serving on a committee should contact Gail Clegg at gclegg@aflac.com)
· Diane Fausti - President 

· Gail Clegg - Vice-President 

· Cheri Winterfield - Secretary 

· Diane Edwards-Treasurer
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