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LEARNING COMMUNITY

First and foremost, my classroom will be a learning community.  Each student is a citizen of our classroom community and takes ownership within our classroom.  I believe this helps prepare students for real life application and encourages good character development.

Classroom Management System
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PUNCH CARD – Many of the fourth grade teachers use a punch card system. All students are given an opportunity to make positive choices. Students receive a verbal redirection to help promote a positive choice. If the student continues the negative behavior, a punch is given to an index card that is dated and the behavior is noted. This gives the student a visual cue coupled with the verbal queue to help them redirect their action. If a student receives 3 or more punches within a day, parents will be notified. Students, who receive one or less punches in a two-week time frame, are eligible to attend the fourth grade reward activity. As students become familiar with the system and expectations, they will only receive the reward activity if they have no punches. 

Classroom Bill of Rights
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Our class will develop a classroom “Bill of Rights” during the first few days of school and each “citizen” will sign it. We recognize that we must respect each other’s rights and with every right, there is also a responsibility. My hope is to help the students practice this in a small classroom environment and therefore they will learn to apply it outside of the classroom as well.
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I encourage cooperative learning in the classroom.  Research has shown that all students do better when they are allowed to discuss and defend their ideas as they learn. Working in small groups also helps students learn valuable social skills they will need throughout life.  Parents are often concerned about grades in the cooperative learning classroom. I want to assure parents that all grades come from individual assignments and tests. No student's grade will be raised or lowered based on the performance of others in the group.  I welcome the opportunity to discuss cooperative learning with anyone who has questions or concerns.

Homework
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Homework is sometimes necessary for practicing skills that have been learned in the classroom or for enriching the classroom experience. Our math program has daily study links that are sent home to reinforce that day’s lesson. Please work with your child to complete the daily study link and return the following morning. At the beginning of a unit, a family letter will be sent home, you will want to keep this handy (. It will explain what the unit will cover and has an answer sheet on the back, which corresponds to the daily study links. We will take spelling tests on Friday’s. Students will have a list handed out to them on Monday. We also work on these during class and you may have some homework, as well. 

WEEKLY COMMUNICATION

[image: image6..pict][image: image7..pict]Agendas- are filled out on Monday for the lessons planned for that week. (Sometimes not all lessons are started or completed due to scheduling and time.) Students may bring this home on a daily basis, if parents choose, or they may just bring it home on Friday to have the parent sign it and return on Monday. If the agenda is taken home during the week, it will need to be brought back the following day or there will be a punch on the punch card for missing materials. 

Friday Folders- Every Friday I will be sending home a Friday folder you’re your student’s work, for the week, in it. Also, it may contain important notes that you might need to address. This is one way I will be communicating with you through out the year. Please look through this folder with your child, remove all items, sign on the appropriate line, and return on Monday. 

[image: image8.wmf]E-Mail- I check my e-mail at least twice a day. If you have an e-mail account, please send me a short note so I may save your address in my address book. I feel using e-mail gives me, and the parent, a better means of quickly dealing with any issues that may arise. I also realize that e-mail sometimes can be impersonal and I am always willing to talk with any parent face to face or via telephone when needed. If I receive the majority of e-mail addresses, I would like to conserve paper and send notes, announcements, or other communication via e-mail. Any parent who does not have access to an e-mail account, I would send a hard copy to them. If you have any questions or concerns with this, please let me know. My e-mail address is: dyohe@usd394.com
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I have a class webpage called Yoheville. It has many useful links. It will help you find a wealth of information! It has details about each subject of our curriculum and the links in these subject pages will take you directly to items that relate to our studies. These can be a great resource to help your student succeed. You can also go to the Parent/Student link and find downloadable documents, like the handbook! Please take some time to surf around and see treasures you can find. Under the Language Arts link you can download spelling lists, under the Math link you will find specific Everyday Math help.  When you click into the Science link, you can get online to view the student edition of our book. These are just a few of the valuable resources you will find. The address is:


http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/DYohe/
If you ever find a link that is broken, please let me know so I can fix the problem. Happy surfing!!!! 
The following pages are some of our daily procedures and or routines. I thought you might be interested in knowing what some of the expectations are for your child.
Morning Routine

1. All students are to report to the gym if before 8:00 am M,T,TH, F or before 9:15 am on W.

2. I will greet each student at the door every morning to welcome them into the classroom.

3. Students are to enter quietly and check in on the board.

4. Empty book bag. Put in locker.

5. Have 2 sharpened pencils ready.

6. Hand in all completed homework.

7. Check board or front table for morning work or instructions.

8. Begin morning work on your own.
Behavior Abbreviations


T


Talking


D


Disrespectful


NFD

Not Following Directions


OT

Off Task


W


Missing Work





R


Recess


S


Specials



A

  
Agenda 


FF


Friday Folder 


Hallway Rules

H – Hands behind your back

A- All eyes forward

L – Low speed

L – Lips Zipped

S- Straight line to the right

Restroom Behavior

1. Voices Silent

2. Only four students in at one time

3. Wash and Dry Hands

4. NO HORSEPLAY!

Dismissal

1. Check your area to make sure it’s clean.

2. Gather all materials to take home.

3. Remain in your seat.

*Teacher will dismiss the class, not the bell.

4. Stack chairs beside desks.

5. Walk out of the classroom quietly.







