What can I read?  

 Chapter Books for 3rd – 5th graders!

 Whether they're outwitting bullies, acing tests, or trying to fit in, these characters and their stories will develop your grade-schooler's reading skills, stimulate his/her imagination, and build confidence to face academic and social challenges.

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman
Shoot for the stars with a girl who proves to her classmates that talent is more than skin deep. 
 

Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon by Paula Danziger
How will Amber handle 3rd grade if her best friend moves away?
 

Blubber by Judy Blume
This time-tested tale still speaks volumes about what it's like to be both a bully and a target.

The Boy Trap by Nancy Matson
See the battle-of-the-sexes explode when a 5th grader conducts a science experiment to prove that girls are "better" than boys.

Frindle by Andrew Clements
When a grade-schooler decides to turn his teacher's dictionary obsession around on her, he creates classroom chaos.

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone by J.K. Rowling

Because the next best thing to attending Hogwarts is reading about it!
 

Loser by Jerry Spinelli
Delight in the trials and triumph of a kid who's just like — yet so different — from his peers.

Matilda by Roald Dahl
No one can resist this simple chapter book starring a precocious grade-schooler who gives her terrorizing principal her comeuppance.

My Teacher Is an Alien by Bruce Colville
Does your child think her teacher's from another planet? See how two 6th graders get rid of an extraterrestrial substitute in this humorous novel.

Ramona's World by Beverly Cleary
Now a 4th grader, the incomparable Ramona Quimby sets out to charm her teacher, sister, and the next generation of chapter book readers.

The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg
Explore the interwoven stories of five kids who form a formidable academic bowl team in this Newbery Award-winner.

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar
Weird happenings abound in these humorous stories set in a school where 30 classrooms sit on top of one another. Don't miss the further adventures in sequels such as Wayside School Is Falling Down.

For Elementary School (from Scholastic).

Inkspell by Cornelia Funke
Prepare to be dazzled by this action-packed book about the blurred line between fiction and real life. 

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Lord
When her family moves to Brooklyn in 1947, a Chinese immigrant assimilates into American life through her newfound love for baseball.

Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata
Don't miss this poignant novel about a Japanese-American girl who draws strength from her loving family to face prejudice - even when tragedy hits close to home.

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
A Newbery Award-winning tale of a boy whose athletic accomplishments made him a legend and helped unify his segregated town.

Matilda by Roald Dahl
Share the thrills of precocious Matilda, who uses her intelligence, patience, and a little bit of magic to settle some scores.

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
Drive into this classic land of wacky words and complex conundrums. 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
Enchant with a memorable tale of a literary mouse, a driven rat, and a lowly servant girl who give hope to underdogs everywhere.

For upper level readers:

Belle Teal by Ann M. Martin
A Southern girl reaches out to new classmates during desegregation. 

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
Two social outcasts become firm friends in this novel that inspired the feature film The Mighty.

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg
Claudia and her brother run away to live in a New York museum and discover a mysterious statue. 

Kit's Wilderness by David Almond
When a 13-year-old goes to live with his grandfather in an English coal-mining town, he discovers a place haunted by ghosts of the past.

Monster by Walter Dean Myers
Written as a screenplay, this thought-provoking book reveals what happens when a teen finds himself on trial for murder. 

The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer
Hold onto your seats in this epic by an award-winning author that takes you into the worlds of mythology and history. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Witness the trial of a black man through the eyes of two children in the 1930s South.


Suggested grade level for each entry: 4–6 by The Horn Book: Promoting good books for children and young adults is the heart of the Horn Book’s editorial mission. Listed below are annotated booklists of recommended, mostly recently published titles

Miss Crandall’s School for Young Ladies & Little Misses of Color written by Elizabeth Alexander and Marilyn Nelson, illustrated by Floyd Cooper (Wordsong/Boyds)
Two dozen sonnets describe the little-known historical episode of Miss Crandall’s School, created by a Quaker who defied the citizens of her time to teach African American girls in 1930s Canterbury, Connecticut. 48 pages

.

Photo by Brady: A Picture of the Civil War written by Jennifer Armstrong (Atheneum)
Matthew Brady’s pioneering photographs are the focal point of this chronological overview of the war. 147 pages

.

York’s Adventures with Lewis and Clark: An African-American’s Part in the Great Expedition by Rhoda Blumberg (HarperCollins)
An account of William Clark’s “personal body servant,” the only African American on the famed expedition. 88 pages.

Maritcha: A Nineteenth-Century American Girl by Tonya Bolden (Abrams)
In the 1860s, Maritcha Remond Lyons fights for the right to become the first black student at a high school in Providence, Rhode Island. 48 pages.

Dangerous Engine: Benjamin Franklin, from Scientist to Diplomat written by Joan Dash, illustrated by Dusan Petricic (Farrar/Foster)
A seamless integration of the personal, scientific, and political dimensions of Franklin’s long life. 246 pages.

Escape!: The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleischman (Greenwillow)
The author, a magician himself, presents an energetic biography of the great escape artist and illusionist. 208 pages.

Whale Port written by Mark Foster, illustrated by Gerald Foster (Lorraine/Houghton)
The ebbing-and-flowing fortunes of a fictional New England harbor town are traced from colonization in 1683 through whaling, shipsmithing, candleworks, and milling industries as well as storms, fire, war, and the discovery of petroleum. 64 pages.

Jane Addams: Champion of Democracy by Judith Bloom Fradin and Dennis Brindell Fradin (Clarion)
The life of Nobel Peace Prize–winner Jane Addams, whose humanitarian work and writings were particularly controversial during World War I, is presented in its full complexity and enduring timeliness. 213 pages.

Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell Freedman (Holiday)
Balanced but impassioned, this is an expertly paced presentation of one of the defining episodes in the fight for racial equality. 114 pages.

Who Was First?: Discovering the Americas by Russell Freedman (Clarion)
Introducing Chinese sailors, Viking explorers, Native American civilizations, and prehistoric settlers, Freedman demonstrates how these connected continents have been discovered and settled over and over since the Stone Age. 88 pages.

The Lost Colony of Roanoke written by Jean Fritz, illustrated by Talbott Hudson (Putnam)
What happened to the colonists of Roanoke? Fritz brings the characters of this enduring mystery to life. 58 pages.

The Many Rides of Paul Revere by James Cross Giblin (Scholastic)
Numerous archival photographs of paintings, engravings, maps, and artifacts are accompanied by an efficient yet fluid text detailing Revere’s political and business contributions to the embryonic nation. 85 pages.

Up Close: Elvis Presley written by Wilborn Hampton (Viking)
Compelling and thoughtful chapters present a wealth of information without oversimplifying the life of the rock-and-roll king. 197 pages. 

Shutting Out the Sky: Life in the Tenements of New York, 1880–1924 by Deborah Hopkinson (Orchard/Scholastic)
First-hand accounts by young people depict immigrant life in New York City at the turn of the twentieth century. 134 pages.

The Forbidden Schoolhouse: The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her Students by Suzanne Jurmain (Houghton)
Prudence Crandall is full of hope in 1833 when she opens a school in Connecticut for middle-class black girls. Two years later, her dream is destroyed. 160 pages.

The Brothers’ War: Civil War Voices in Verse by J. Patrick Lewis (National)
Eleven poems featuring apt rhyming and jagged rhythms offer little consolation but plenty of intensity in depicting the Civil War. Grade level: 4–8. 32 pages. 

Liberty or Death: The American Revolution 1763–1783 written by Betsy Maestro, illustrated by Giulio Maestro (HarperCollins) 
This compact survey of America’s long struggle for independence is handsomely and generously illustrated by pen-and-ink drawings. 64 pages.

A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968 by Diane McWhorter (Scholastic)
An exemplary account of the movement’s major players, events, and themes by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Carry Me Home. 160 pages.

USS Constellation: Pride of the American Navy by Walter Dean Myers (Holiday)
The long, proud history of one of America’s earliest frigates. 86 pages.

Ain’t Nothing but a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry written by Scott Reynolds Nelson with Marc Aronson (National)
Illuminating the mystery of history, Nelson follows clues, from song lyrics to census data, engineering reports, and prison records, in search of the truth about a folk hero who originated during the racial injustice of the 1870s. 64 pages.

Free at Last!: Stories and Songs of Emancipation written by Doreen Rappaport, illustrated by Shane W. Evans (Candlewick)
Historical summaries, vignettes, poems and songs convey the African-American experience from emancipation through Brown v. Board of Education. 64 pages.

Nobody Gonna Turn Me ’Round: Stories and Songs of the Civil Rights Movement written by Doreen Rappaport, illustrated by Shane W. Evans (Candlewick)
Pivotal events of the 1950s and 1960s are recalled in songs, poems, and vignettes, deftly contextualized and powerfully illustrated. 64 pages.

United No More!: Stories of the Civil War written by Doreen Rappaport and Joan Verniero, illustrated by Rick Reeves (HarperCollins)
Drawn from both Northerners and Southerners, seven dramatically told biographical accounts of Civil War partisans illustrate the national divide. 132 pages.

Down the Colorado: John Wesley Powell, the One-Armed Explorer written and illustrated by Deborah Kogan Ray (Foster/Farrar)
Despite the book’s subtitle, Ray emphasizes the accomplishments rather than the limitations of the Civil War veteran who, in 1869, led the first recorded expedition down the Green and Colorado rivers, mapping and scientifically studying a large portion of the Grand Canyon. 48 pages.

George vs. George: The American Revolution as Seen from Both Sides written and illustrated by Rosalyn Schanzer (National Geographic)
The contrasting roles of George Washington and King George III in the causes, events, and aftermath of the American Revolution. 60 pages.

John Smith Escapes Again! written and illustrated by Rosalyn Schanzer (National Geographic)
This beguiling, myth-busting tribute to John Smith as “America’s first genuine superstar” and “escape artist” explores his many exploits outside of being that guy Pocahontas saved. 64 pages.

Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon by Catherine Thimmesh (Houghton)
Starting pre-launch and ending with splashdown, an account of all the people who made the mission possible — from the contractors who built the rockets to launch operators at NASA. 80 pages

Intermediate Fiction
Suggested grade level for each entry:  grades 4–6

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis (Scholastic)
Elijah, the first child born free in Underground Railroad–era Buxton, a Canadian refuge for freed slaves, grows up over a series of increasingly heart-rending lessons, tests, and adventures. 341 pages.

The Loud Silence of Francine Green by Karen Cushman (Clarion)
Once happy to fly under the radar at her conservative Catholic school in 1949 Los Angeles, thirteen-year-old Francine befriends a fearlessly outspoken, nonconformist classmate. 228 pages.

Bringing Ezra Back by Cynthia DeFelice (Farrar)
Set in the nineteenth-century Ohio Valley, this sequel to Weasel follows Nathan’s efforts to rescue Ezra, who was mutilated while saving Nathan’s family in the previous book, from cruel exploitation. 148 pages.

Shooting the Moon by Frances O’Roark Dowell (Atheneum)
When twelve-year-old Jamie’s older brother joins the army in 1969 and begins to send packages of undeveloped film from Vietnam, she learns that things aren’t as simple as they seem. 163 pages.

The Game of Silence written and illustrated by Louise Erdrich (HarperCollins)
Ordered off their traditional lands by the U.S. government, Omakayas and her Ojibwa family prepare for an uncertain future. A sequel to The Birchbark House. 258 pages.

The Giant Rat of Sumatra, or Pirates Galore written by Sid Fleischman, illustrated by John Hendrix (Greenwillow)
A page-turning romp through the California countryside begins when the crew of Captain Alejandro Gallows comes ashore at San Diego in 1846. 194 pages.

Water Street by Patricia Reilly Giff (Lamb/Random)
In 1875 Brooklyn, thirteen-year-old Bird aspires to be just like her healer/midwife mother, the now-grown protagonist of Nory Ryan’s Song. 167 pages.

Tomorrow, the River by Dianne E. Gray (Houghton)
Fourteen-year-old Megan, younger sister of the heroine of Together Apart, spends the summer of 1896 traveling up the Mississippi on her sister’s steamboat. 233 pages.

Cracker!: The Best Dog in Vietnam by Cynthia Kadohata (Atheneum)
A loyal bomb-sniffing German shepherd and her trainer relate the story of their work in Vietnam, providing an accessible introduction for those unfamiliar with this chapter of history. 314 pages.

Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata (Atheneum)
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, a Japanese-American girl and her family are relocated to an interment camp. 260 pages.

The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Klages (Viking)
During World War II, ten-year-old Dewey joins her mathematician father at Los Alamos in this intense but accessible coming-of-age page-turner. 324 pages.

Gemini Summer by Iain Lawrence (Delacorte)
In 1965, nine-year-old Danny, traumatized by the death of his older brother Beau, runs away to Cape Canaveral and meets Beau’s hero, astronaut Gus Grisson. 265 pages.

Letters from a Slave Boy: The Story of Joseph Jacobs by Mary E. Lyons (Atheneum)
The son of Harriet Jacobs (Letters from a Slave Girl) keeps a diary of unsent letters, chronicling his escape from slavery and subsequent adventures in 1840s Boston, California, and Australia. 198 pages.

Here Today by Ann M. Martin (Scholastic)
After JFK’s assassination, small-town eccentric “Doris Day” Dingman pursues a new life in New York, dragging her daughter along. 308 pages.

A Friendship for Today by Patricia C. McKissack (Scholastic)
In 1955 suburban St. Louis, Rosemary, the lone black child in her newly integrated classroom, forms an unlikely friendship with Grace, the polio-stricken class bully. 174 pages.

The King of Mulberry Street written by Donna Jo Napoli (Lamb/Random)
Only nine when his mother smuggled him out of Italy, Dom Napoli quickly comes of age on the dangerous streets of 1890s New York City. 246 pages. 

Keeping Score by Linda Sue Park (Clarion)
Nine-year-old Maggie learns to score baseball games from Jim, a new firefighter at the station where she hangs out, then expands her talent to tracking the war when Jim is called up to serve in Korea. 193 pages.

Edenville Owls by Robert B. Parker (Sleuth/Philomel) 
In post-WWII Massachusetts, eighth-grader Bobby uncovers a secret about his teacher, which reveals a hidden world of violence and prejudice. 194 pages. 

Bread and Roses, Too by Katherine Paterson (Clarion)
Two children, one an Italian immigrant attending school, one a native-born New-Englander laboring in the textile mills, are caught up in the Bread and Roses Strike of 1912 in Lawrence, Massachusetts. 272 pages.

Sky written by Pamela Porter, illustrated by Mary Jane Gerber (Groundwood)
Eleven-year-old Georgia’s home on the edge of Montana’s Blackfeet Reservation is washed away in a 1964 flood. 83 pages.

Ghost Girl: A Blue Ridge Mountain Story written by Delia Ray (Clarion)
An eleven-year-old’s life is transformed in the 1920s when a school opens in her isolated Blue Ridge Mountain community in Virginia. 216 pages. 

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt (Clarion)
Seventh-grader Holling receives unexpected guidance and companionship from his teacher against the threatening backdrop of the Vietnam War. 264 pages. 

Finest Kind by Lea Wait (McElderry)
Jake must keep his family, including his disabled and stigmatized little brother, intact after the Panic of 1837 forces them to move from Boston to Wiscasset, Maine. 246 pages.

The Earth Dragon Awakes: San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 written by Lawrence Yep (HarperCollins)
The alternating perspectives of two eight-year-old boys tell the story of their fictional families’ experiences before, during, and after the earthquake and firestorm. 117 pages.

Some new paperbacks!

Framed by Frank Cottrell Boyce (Harper)
When paintings from London's National Gallery, which has suffered flood damage, are temporarily relocated to narrator Dylan Hughes's Welsh hometown, it seems to be just what the former slate-mining community needs to improve its self-image. 308 pages.

Free Baseball by Sue Corbett (Puffin)
In a fast-paced, engaging story, eleven-year-old Felix knows almost nothing about his father, a baseball star who stayed behind when Felix and his mother left Cuba. After Felix runs away with a minor league Florida team, his mother finally realizes his passion for the game and reveals how his father risked everything to get them to America. 152 pages.

Space Station Rat by Michael J. Daley (Holiday)
Lab-escapee Rat meets twelve-year-old human Jeff on a space ship, and the adventures begin. 182 pages.

Water Street by Patricia Reilly Giff (Random)
The story begun in Nory Ryan's Song continues: it's now 1875, and Nory is a hardworking healer/midwife; her thirteen-year-old daughter Bird aspires to be just like her. 164 pages.

The Road to Paris by Nikki Grimes (Puffin)
Mixed-race foster child Paris goes to live with the Lincoln family in upstate New York, but when her biological mother comes back for her who will she choose? 153 pages.

The Cat with the Yellow Star: Coming of Age in Terezin by Susan Goldman Rubin, with Ela Weissberger (Holiday)
Relying on such well-documented sources as interviews with Terezin survivor Weissberger, Rubin extends the story she told in Fireflies in the Dark focusing on the children's concentration camp production of Hans Krása's opera, Brundibár. Ind. 40 pages.

House of the Red Fish by Graham Salisbury (Random)
In this sequel to Under the Blood-Red Sun, Tomi has one dream: to raise and repair his father's sunken fishing boat. 293 pages.

Bella at Midnight by Diane Stanley, illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline (Harper)
A new twist on the story of Cinderella. 278 pages.

 Mr. Greene Recommended book:

Crow and Weasel by Barry Lopez . Literature/Mythology.  In the distant era of myth time, when young people and animals still spoke the same language, two young men set out on horseback to travel farther north than any of their people have ever traveled before. (79 pages)

