HOW TO: Panorama -Photomerge

Boring Landscape @004 Heaxthar Protz

1) shoot 3-5 images to merge (stitch together)

For best results when shooting pictures for a Photomerge, follow these tips:

*Use a tripod, and ensure that it is level before shooting.

*If you can't use a tripod, lock your arms and legs and pivot your torso to capture all the shots.
*Line up the markings in your viewfinder with the horizon to help you keep your shots aligned when
you don't have a tripod.

*Capture between 20 to 30 percent overlap between images.

*Do not change your exposure settings from one exposure to the next.

*Avoid scenes with moving objects in them.

*Focal length and lenses -Use a consistent focal length. Avoid using the zoom feature of your camera
while taking a series of images for use with Photomerge. Avoid using lenses, such as fish-eye lenses,
that cause noticeable distortion to the image. Small amounts of barrel distortion (found in many
cameras at the wide-angle setting) are tolerated, but strong distortions interfere with the automatic
registration process.

*Exposure The advanced blending feature in Photomerge helps smooth out different exposures, but
extreme differences make alignment difficult.
*Avoid using the flash in some pictures and not in others.

2) Download your images to the computer

3) Open the 3-5 images to be merged

4) Evaluate the images -correct for any exposure or color differences before merging.

5) File - Automate - Photomerge (this can be accessed from the File Browser or the Main Menu. If
using the File Browser you can select the images here to merge)

6) A dialogue box opens asking what you want to merge. Make your choice of images. Check the At-
tempt to Automatically Arrange check box to on, and click Open.

7) A merge will happen. Hopefully

8) The merge may not happen. A dialogue box pops up saying Photomerge could not automatically
merge the images together. click OK. We can attempt to merge them by hand.
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9) Manually drag the images into the work space with the Arrow Tool. Make sure the Snap to Image

check box is turned on.

8) Place the images in rough order. Rotate the images if necessary to line them up (the images will

go transparent when moving to make lining them up easier) If a common overlap is visible to Pho-

tomerge it will snap to place and blend the lines together.

9) Use the Navigator slider to zoom in and check the positioning.

10) Check the Advanced Blending Box and click Preview to see how things match up.

11) When you are satisfied click Save Composition. Your finished Panorama will open in Photoshop.

12) If needed, crop your image to a rectangle or show the combo.

13) You may need to use your retouching skills to touch up seam areas (Clone Tool, Healing Brush,

Patch Tool) Maybe even color correct areas or dodge and burn.



