
Objectives 
 
 1.  Using strobe lights, the object of this assignment is to produce a portrait which consists primarily of a 
      subject wearing dark clothing on a dark background. 
 2.  There should be a separation between the subject in the foreground and the dark background as well as 
      good detail in the dark areas of the subject. 
 
Specifications: 
 
 1.  B & W 120 film bracketing one normal, one 1 stop over, and 1 stop under. 
 2.  Process using D:76 1:1 solution. 
 3.  Overprocess 10%. 
 4.  Turn in a 8 x 10 mounted print on an 11 x 14 Pebble mountboard with a black and silver submount. 
 5.  Must be spot toned before it is submitted for grading. The mountboard must be spotlessly clean and un
      damaged for presentation purposes. 
 6.  The student must keep a detailed record of their shots.  This must be taped on the rear of the print with 
      your proof sheet also taped to the back.  Your name must be on the back of the board at the time it is 
      turned in or it will not be accepted for grading. 
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Key light is moved in an arc to 
create a shadow of the nose on 
the side of the face beside the 
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the shadow side of the face just 
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Remember everyone’s nose has a curve to the right or to the left.  They also have one eye slightly larger than the 
other.  Generally the large eye is on the opposite side of the nose curve.  Pose the subject so that the curve of 
the nose is going towards the camera lens thereby leaving the larger eye further away from the camera making it 

appear that both eyes are in proportion to each other.  Also, the part of the hair should not be going directly into 
the camera lens.  It should be at an angle away from the camera lens.  Glasses should be removed or the arms of 
the glasses should tilt slightly upward to take the glare off the glass. 
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Summary 
 
1. The five (5) basic types of lighting are: 
 
 A.  Butterfly 
 B.  Short Loop 
 C.  Long Loop 
 D.  Rembrandt, 45 Degree, or Paramount 
 E.  Split 
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the side of the face that meets 
the shadow side of the face cre-
ating a triangle of light just 

below the eye 

Helpful Hints 
 
 1.  If you have someone with a large hairdo (woman), you can turn the background light around pointing up 
     towards the hair and you will create a halo effect on the hair commonly called rim lighting. 
 2.  Make sure all the clothing is as wrinkle free as possible.  Pull the clothing down and create pleasing 
      folds that will press as flat as possible so they won’t create ugly shadows in the final photograph. 
 3.  Have a new hairbrush handy in case you need to straighten out the hair.  Health regulations do not 
      permit you to have even a new brush unless it is wrapped in cellophane.  When you start to use it, then 
      you can break it out of the wrapping. 
 4.  Make sure the hands are place in a pleasing manner.  On women, make sure that the middle finger and 
      the ring finger are placed very close to each other to create a feminine appearance.  On men, those two 
      fingers can be slightly further apart which gives a more masculine appearance. 
 5.  When posing the subject, tilt the head slightly towards the working side (side farther away from the 
      camera) to create a “C” curve appearance.  This is effective in men and women to make the final photo
      graph have an aesthetically pleasing look.  With women, you can tilt the head slightly the opposite way 
      to create an “S” curve.  This is feminine only.  Do not pose men this way! 
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