Sketchbook Idea Bank for Foundation Drawing

Green Room/Cafeteria Drawings
Using pencil, draw figures in the Green Room or cafeteria during lunch, in the morning, or after school.

Full Figure Drawings 
Using pencil, draw three different people. Finish your drawing with shading and a background.

Self Portraits
Using pencil, draw a full figure self-portrait. Finish your drawing with shading and a background.

Heads 
Using pencil, draw heads on a page. Include the hair, face and neck of each head. You may repeat the same model using different viewpoints (3/4 view, profile, straight on, etc). Finish each drawing by shading. Do not draw from memory or from photographs.

Hands and Feet
Using pencil, draw your hands and feet. Finish each drawing by shading.

3 drawings of figures in your home
One person in kitchen, full figure and background
One person sitting in the living room, include background
One person sitting at a table eating or drinking, include table and background

5 Mechanical objects
5 household mechanical objects, try to fill the page of your sketchbook. Choose detailed machines with buttons, gears, switches, notches, etc. Do not choose TVs or computer monitors.
Ex) blender, mixer, coffeemaker, vacuum, telephone

5 figures in a public place
Include full figure and the environment
Ex) public transportation (inside of your transportation to school), coffee shops, grocery stores, sports events, the green room during lunch, the front of the school after the 4:10 bell.

 3 Interiors
Under the kitchen or bathroom sink
Inside of a bedroom closet, show floor, walls, and ceiling
Inside of your bathroom, show floor, walls, and ceiling

Contour of bicycle, felt tip pen. Bike must escape three or four sides of the page.
Add color to some of your closed spaces.

2-3 chairs tilted against each other (arranged so that you can see one chair through the other) Fill the page. Felt tip pen, line drawing.

Perspective drawing of the back of your home. Black felt tip pen. Line drawing, show detail.

Draw yourself in a cartoon. 1-3 frames. Include a blurb or text.
Contour drawing of the spiral staircase in the Green Room. Felt tip pen. Fill the page.

Draw a haunted room. Show the floor, ceiling, and walls.

Make a lunchtime drawing in the green room with at least 5 figures in a group. Contour drawing, felt tip pen. Pay attention to proportion. 

Draw yourself as an object. You must have access to the object. 

Line drawing of your bedroom with detail. Include a ceiling, floor, and walls. Do not clean your room first. Felt tip pen.

Make a drawing about how you feel at this moment.

Anatomy Studies: Using an anatomy book or your own body, draw two hands and two feet. Use one page for each. Use a #2 pencil and shade for a completed look.
When using an anatomy book, cite the title, author/illustrator and page number of the book at the bottom of your sketch. This is a requirement. Write legibly. 

Draw an art memory. Use crayons. Fill the page. Give it a finished look.

Anatomy Studies: Using an anatomy book or real people, draw heads. Draw several heads on each page. Draw different views. Draw the heads no larger than an egg. Include hair, eyes, noses, mouths, etc. Draw three pages worth of heads. Use a #2 pencil and shade for a completed look. When using an anatomy book, cite the title, author/illustrator and page number of the book at the bottom of your sketch. This is a requirement. Write legibly. 

Make a drawing about fall. Use fall colors. 
                              OR
Make a fall celebration invitation. Use color. 
Give it a finished look.


Anatomy Studies: Using an anatomy book or real people, draw facial features. 
Draw 3 sets of eyes, 4 ears, 4 noses, and 4 mouths. Draw different views. Use a #2 pencil and shade for a completed look. When using an anatomy book, cite the title, author/illustrator and page number of the book at the bottom of your sketch. This is a requirement. Write legibly. 

Draw a song. Illustrate a song using color. You may incorporate the lyrics into the drawing, but you cannot rely on them to be the whole drawing. It does not have to be a song that everyone knows. Cite the song and artist on the back of the sketch.
Give it a finished look.

Draw a self-portrait. Do not draw your face straight on. Use multiple mirrors to show an interesting perspective. (3/4 view, profile, looking from below or above) Include part of the neck and shoulders. Use a single light source. Shade with pencil. Fill the page.

Draw a dream. Use color. You can draw your most memorable dream, or elaborate on fragments of dreams. 

Draw a carton of eggs with ebony pencil

Open up a junk drawer and draw what is inside. Use contour line and colored pencil.

Draw people with your non-dominant hand using contour line.

Draw a small object over and over until it creates a pattern ex) scissors, hole punch, key, fork, pliers, jewelry

Research an artist and print out images of their work. Tape them in your sketchbook and take notes. Make sketches of their artwork.

Visit the Nasher Sculpture Center and make drawings of the sculptures in the garden.

After you eat dinner, draw your plate or wrappers with the left over food on it. Include the silverware and and napkin.

Stack or pile several chairs in your house and do a contour drawing. Use colored pencil on top of your contour lines.

Make a pencil drawing of your face using a flashlight as your only light source.

Draw a rumpled pair of jeans with black pen and blue colored pencil.

Doodle: fill a page with mark making, shading, patterns, dots, spirals, waves, etc.
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