Carrie Barnes

Writing Lesson Plans
Lesson Title:  Persuasive Writing Using Commercials
Strand:  Writing

STANDARD 1:  The student uses writing processes effectively.

Benchmark LA.B.1.2.1:  The student prepares for writing by recording thoughts, focusing on a central idea, grouping related ideas, and identifying the purpose for writing.

STANDARD 2:  The student writes to communicate ideas and information effectively.

Benchmark LA.B.2.2.3:  The student writes for a variety of occasions, audiences and purposes.

Benchmark LA.B.2.2.4:  The student uses electronic technology, including word-processing software and electronic encyclopedias, to create, revise, retrieve, and verify information.  

Benchmark LA.C.2.2.2:  The student recognizes and responds to nonverbal cues used in a variety of nonprint media, such as motion pictures, television advertisements, and works of art.

Benchmark La.D.2.2.5:  The student understands that a variety of messages can be conveyed through mass media.

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

· Form an opinion and learn to support it. 
· Complete a graphic organizer on persuasive writing.

· Create an interactive advertisement.
· Write a persuasive commercial with a main idea, three supporting details with examples, and a strong conclusion.
· Understand that writers use various techniques to persuade an audience.

· Understand how the media works to persuade the consumer.  
· Work in cooperative groups 
· Dramatize the commercials for videotaping. 
***This lesson introduces the concept of persuasive writing that leads to a five paragraph essay.
Rationale of Technology:
· Provide on-line sites that connect students to real world experiences.
· Provide interactive on-line sites that provide facts and information about persuasive writing.

· Provide interactive on-line sites that engage students and motivate them to learn the content area.

· Videotaping- Provide feedback for students and assessment of skill.

Materials:
Computer/LCD projector, Computer Lab (reserve on specific day) 

Writing journal, Reflection questions on board

Prepared homework sheet, Persuasive graphic organizer

Videotapes, VCR/TV, Camcorder
Persuasive Writing Prompt, Rubric for Persuasive Writing
Introduction:
Day 1:
Explain to the students the purposes of writing are to persuade, inform     and/or entertain.
· Have students brainstorm the differences and give examples.
Teach students that persuasive writing defends an opinion and tries to get people to support or agree with that opinion.  A good persuasive paper has a main idea and supporting details. Inform students that their beliefs and opinions have to be supported; like an expository paper.  At least three reasons are given for this opinion and evidence is used to support the reasons.  
· Use these slide presentations to explain to students that advertisers try to persuade their consumers using different strategies and techniques.  Have students write techniques and examples in their Writing journal.
           http://www.thematzats.com/propaganda/prop/sld001.htm
           http://teachers.usd497.org/cgoolsby/adtech_files/frame.htm
Day 2:

· Review the different types of strategies and techniques that advertisers use to persuade. Go to Computer lab and have students explore this interactive site.  Students work in pairs learning about the tricks that advertisers use to sell their products. Students can explore these links:   advertising tricks, buying smart, your entertainment, and what can you do. Students create their interactive advertisement on burp cola at this site. 

           http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/
· Assign students to watch two commercials for homework. Write what techniques the advertisers used to sell their product. 
Day 3:
· Share homework assignment and discuss how the commercial persuaded the consumer to buy their product. Have students compare their observations.
· Model how to plan for a persuasive paper using an interactive persuasion map on the LCD projector.

         http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/persuasion_map/
Day 4-5

· Students will work in groups and write a script advertising a product of their choice. Then students will perform their script and make a commercial advertising their product.  Remind students the purpose of the commercial is to persuade the consumer to buy their product.
· Students must fill out the persuasive graphic organizer to help them create their script.  Students can make or bring in props to help with their commercial.    
           http://www.beavton.k12.or.us/greenway/leahy/forms/persuasv.htm (Use this site to print graphic organizer)
Day 6-8

· Videotape their commercial to show to the class.  When all the commercials have been videotaped, watch them together.  Students will decide if the commercial persuaded them to buy the product. Students will vote on the most convincing commercial.
Evaluation:
· Observe student-made commercials for understanding of persuasive strategies and techniques.
· Students write reflections on what they learned about persuasive writing in their Writing journal.
Questions:
           What does it mean to persuade?

            List three types of persuasion techniques and give examples.

            What did you enjoy most about this activity?

            What would you change about this activity?

           Do you have any questions about what you learned? 

· Students will be given a prompt and will complete a persuasive graphic organizer including main idea, three details, and a strong conclusion.

          http://www.beavton.k12.or.us/greenway/leahy/forms/persuasv.htm   

          (Use this site to print graphic organizer)

Ideas and Credit:

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LASSPersuadingWithCommercialsProjectIdea67.htm
http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/02-1/lesson024.shtm
Extensions:  
· Show students how to use the graphic organizer to write a persuasive essay on their product. Choose a groups’ planning sheet and write an essay together.  

· Show students another example of a persuasive essay.
           http://library.thinkquest.org/10888/pershs.html
· Students will write to a persuasive writing prompt for 45 minutes.  

· Use this rubric to assess the student’s persuasive paper.

    http://www.orangeusd.k12.ca.us/yorba/persuasive_writing1.htm#Rubric

Additional Websites for Future Lessons: 
http://www.tv411.org/lessons/cfm/reading.cfm?str=reading&num=4&act=3&que=1
· Use these websites as a follow up activity. 
             http://www.geocities.com/fifth_grade_tpes/persuasive.html
        http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/viersmilles/greenl/tvturnoff.html
· This websites has many persuasive prompts to choose from.
               http://home.earthlink.net/~jhholly/persuasive.html
· Use this site for background information.

http://www.orangeusd.k12.ca.us/yorba/persuasive_writing1.htm#Rubric

This is an optional rubric to use to score the persuasive writing prompts.

http://www.mariemontschools.org/Library/MJH/projects/socstu/writingrubric.htm
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Writing:  Lesson Plans

Lesson Title:  Metaphors and Similes

Strand:  Writing

STANDARD 2: The student understands the power of language. 
Benchmark:  LA.D.2.2.1: The student understands that word choices can shape reactions, perceptions, and beliefs. 
Benchmark:  LA.D.2.2.2:  The student identifies and refers to symbol, theme, simile, alliteration, and assonance in oral and written texts.

Benchmark:  LA.D.2.2.2.4.1:  The student understands similes, metaphors, analogies, and alliteration.
Objectives:
Students will: 

· Study different types of figurative language such as:  simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration, and onomatopoeia. 
· Learn the differences between a simile and a metaphor. 
· Learn that figurative language gives writing feeling and expression.
· Interpret figurative language.
· Use figurative language in their writing.

Rationale of Technology:
· Provide explicit teaching of figurative language.
· Provide on-line sites that give information and examples of figurative language.
· Provide online sites that engage students and provide practice learning the content area.

· Provide an on-line site to assess students’ knowledge of the different types of figurative language. 

· Provide an interactive on-line site to complete a Stapless book on the different types of figurative language.
Materials: 
List of similes and metaphors

Writing journal

Books with examples of figurative language
LCD projector/computer
Computer Lab (sign up for specific day).

Plays:  META-4 News and Simile City:  by Melissa Forney
Day 1:  Warm-Up/Instruction and guided practice

· Begin lesson by asking students- How do authors make their writing exciting and vivid? What are some good describing words?  How can we write things to show comparisons?

· Have students brainstorm the different types of figurative language they already know. Write them on the board. 
· Use LCD projector and discuss the definitions and examples of figurative language using this site. There is an interactive quiz to practice the different types of figurative languages.  
       http://www.promotega.org/msc00010/figlang1.htm
· Have students write the five different types of figurative language in their Writing journal and give examples.  
Day 2:  Instruction and guided practice

· Use the LCD projector and review the types of figurative language. Use this site to teach how figurative language is used in poetry.

     http://library.thinkquest.org/J0112392/
    The teacher models the use of figurative language as she reads.    
Day 3:  Instruction and guided practice

· Use the LCD projector and explain to the students that this lesson focuses on the differences between a simile and a metaphor.  Teach students the differences using this website.

             http://www.brainpop.com/english/writing/similesandmetaphors/
· Divide students in groups and read the plays- Simile City and META-4 News by Melissa Forney.   The groups will read the plays to the class.
· Give students a worksheet with examples of the different types of figurative language.  Have them keep examples in their writing folder.

  Day 4:  Independent Practice:
· Give quiz on metaphors and similes. Students write if the sentence contains a metaphor or a simile.

           Use poetry 1 sentences on this website for the test.

           http://volweb.utk.edu/school/bedford/harrisms/1poe.htm
· During independent reading time students look for figurative language in their self-selected book and additional books in the classroom.  Have students write what they found in their Writing journal. They can share and discuss what type of figurative language was found.
Day 5-6:  Independent Practice:

· Students make a Stapless book using figurative language on this interactive website in the Computer Lab. Have students go the website and choose the 3rd template.  Using their notes from their writing journal students will write a figurative language sentence on each page.  Page 1 metaphor, Page 2 simile, Page 3 onomatopoeia, Page 4 personification, Page 5 alliteration, Page 6 their choice. 

          http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/stapleless/index.html
          Have students print book and then illustrate the figurative language. 

     Day 7:  Group Practice

· Students share their Stapless books with each other. 

Evaluations:
· Day 3:  Quiz- Students write if the sentence contains a metaphor or a simile.

· Observe students’ use of figurative language in their Stapless book.

· Have students reflect in their Writing journal what they learned about figurative language.

Credit:
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=115
Use this site to print a handouts:   types figurative language and list of books to teach figurative language.
Additional Websites for Future Lessons:
http://www.kidskonnect.com/FigurativeLanguage/FigurativeLanguageHome.html 

Definitions listed on chart.  This site also expands the different types of figurative language.  

http://www.abcteach.com/Writing/metaphor.htm
Use this site to print a worksheet for additional practice.

http://www.dowlingcentral.com/MrsD/area/literature/LitTerms.html
Use this site for further study of figurative language.

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/idioms/
Use this website for students to practice writing ioioms and explain the meanings.           

http://webnz.co.nz/checkers/idiom2.html
…more idioms  
http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000561.shtml
This site has additional activities to extend the lesson.
