AG ED 3: Plant Science & the Ag Industry
Mrs. Wright
PREREQUISITES
Ag Ed 1: Intro. to Agriculture or Instructor Approval
HOW THIS COURSE WILL BENEFIT THE STUDENT
1. You will gain knowledge and skills in the areas of the Agricultural Industry dealing with Plant Science--Specifically, Agronomy, Soil Science, and Horticulture.

2. You will gain an understanding of issues and perceptions in the Agricultural Industry, and will gain an appreciation of the impact that Plant Science has on the Agricultural Industry and the world around you.

3. You will develop skills in leadership, citizenship, and cooperation through class work and involvement in FFA.

4. You will learn through hands-on experiences in a related field through class work and SAE project(s).
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is a course in the plant sciences.  The primary focus will be on agronomic crops, soil science, and horticulture, but other areas of plant science will be covered as well.  Planned units of instruction include:

	Unit Topic
	Days
	Unit Topic
	Days

	
	
	Landscape Design
	7

	The Role of Plant Science in Agriculture & Society 
	6
	Applied Math/Business Concepts in Horticulture
	4

	Global Agriculture
	5
	Principles of Floral Design / Project Work
	5

	Ag Issues & Perceptions
	5
	Plant Identification
	3

	Sustainable Agriculture & Precision Farming
	7
	Greenhouse Management & Production
	15

	Plants as Living Organisms
	6
	FFA Project Work / Supervised Ag Experience
	6

	Plant Reproduction & Growth (Including Propagation)
	8
	Unplanned/Field Trips
	4

	Soils
	4
	Planning FFA Week
	2

	Land Classification & Use
	3
	TOTAL:
	90


STUDENT EVALUATION
You will earn your grade in this course.  I believe that the best way to assess your learning is to use several different methods of evaluation.  This will include quizzes, tests, daily work, lab work, group projects, individual projects, and oral and written reports.  Your attendance is crucial.  It is in your best interest to show up each day with a positive attitude and ready to work.

Lab Work: You will receive 5 lab points every time we are working in the greenhouse.  If you miss a day, YOU are responsible for coming in before or after school to make up the points.  

Absences: If you are absent you will be given a yellow sheet with the work you missed. You will be allowed one day for each day you are absent to makeup work. 

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted.  You will however get three “FREE PASSES” at the beginning of each term.  The free passes allow you to turn in homework without there being any point deductions up to two weeks after the assignment is due.  After two weeks however, the credit in which you will receive will be no more than 70%.  Once the free passes are gone, late work will not be accepted.  If you have your free passes at the end of the term, you will be granted extra credit.

Tardies: You will be allowed 2 tardies per term.  If you exceed 2 tardies, you will be given a detention to be served before or after school.
TEXT & REFERENCES
Introduction to Plant and Soil Science & Technology, by Biondo and Lee. Interstate Publishers.

Introductory Horticulture, by Reiley & Shry.   Delmar Publishers.

Other books, magazines, the internet, and other various references will be used frequently.

CLASSROOM RULES 
1. Treat one another with respect and do not interfere with another student’s right to learn.

2. RESPECT

3. Come to class on time with appropriate materials.

4. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  Respect the property of other students, your teacher, and the school.

5. Do not use profanity in this class.  

6. Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a 0% for the assignment/test!

7. You are responsible for your actions.
8. NO pass book = NO leaving the room!

9. NO Cell Phones!!

