AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Agriculture is our nation’s largest employer. The average annual demand for college graduates with expertise in agriculture will exceed the expected supply by 13 percent. Many of these jobs require a college degree in agriculture, something for which high school agriculture provides essential preparation. 

The Benton Agricultural Education (Ag Ed) department offers a sequence of courses that will prepare students for employment in agriculture and/or further education in an agricultural field. Students learn to appreciate the diversity of agriculture, practice technical skills used in agriculture, and develop leadership abilities that will assist them throughout life. 

Membership in the Benton FFA Chapter and completion of one or more Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects outside of class are considered integral parts of all courses offered in the Agricultural Education Department. FFA and SAE are intra-curricular (not extra-curricular) activities and are an extension of the learning that takes place in the classroom. To gain the maximum benefit from the Ag Ed sequence of courses, students are encouraged to take one agriculture class each year of high school, rather than condensing the program into a shorter period of time

