STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Through a sound and challenging course of study, The Agricultural Education Department helps students to become productive in the work force and in society. 
Agricultural Education includes study and practical experiences in the many diverse areas of the agricultural industry. This includes horticulture, agronomy, animal science, conservation, natural resources, forestry, agricultural products and processing, food science, sales and service, communications skills, computers and technology, economics, marketing, and leadership development. By developing knowledge and skills in these areas of study, young people develop a greater understanding of themselves and the world around them. 
A quality Agricultural Education program provides students with opportunities to acquire agricultural knowledge and skills through actual experience. Only through participation in all three facets of the Ag Ed program, 1) Classroom and laboratory instruction; 2) Participation in FFA; and 3) Conducting a Supervised Agricultural Experience project; will students gain the maximum benefit. Agricultural Education recognizes that each student is an individual, and helps each individual to determine and develop their career interests and aptitudes. Upon completion of the sequence of courses offered by the department, young people are prepared for entry into an occupation or entrance to technical school, community college, or a university. 
The Agricultural Education Department places an emphasis on applied academics, incorporating business management, physical and biological sciences, social sciences, communications, and mathematics into the curriculum. Applying them to agricultural situations reinforces the knowledge and skills learned in these other disciplines. 
Everyone in the community can benefit from Agricultural Education. Infusion of agricultural topics into the K-6 curriculum, and a middle school Exploratory Agriculture class are ways that this department strives to enhance the agricultural literacy of all in the community. Agriculture, like other subjects in education, benefits both the individual and society. This department strives to improve the quality of life in this community by helping all citizens to gain skills in and knowledge about agriculture. 
