Course Description
AG ED 1:  INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURE
Offered 1st & 3rd 9 Weeks (two term course) 1 credit hour
An introductory course that presents students with the foundations of agricultural sciences, technology, and marketing. Students will develop skills and knowledge about plants, animals, natural resources, food processing, ag business procedures, leadership, and record keeping. Learning experiences will include classroom and lab experiments as well as role-playing, simulation, field trips, computer work, and problem-solving activities. Students also develop leadership and communications skills through FFA activities. THIS IS THE CORE COURSE IN THE AG ED DEPARTMENT. IT IS A PREREQUISITE FOR ALL OTHER AG ED COURSES.
Course Competencies
Ag Ed 1: Introduction to Agriculture 
The learner will be able to:
Explain the interrelationship between Ag Education courses, FFA, and SAE. (HOTS)
Plan and execute at least one Supervised Agricultural Experience Project. (CAR)
Keep accurate records to record receipts, disbursements, and skills attained in at least one Supervised Agricultural Experience Project. (CAR)
Memorize and recite the FFA Creed. (COM) (LEAD)
Explain the important historical events in the evolution of the National FFA Organization. 
Summarize information gathered from magazines, newspapers, and internet by giving a 3-minute presentation to the class. (COM) (HOTS) (LLL)
Identify the six major dairy cattle breeds. (CAR)
Describe the characteristics of the six major dairy cattle breeds. (CAR)
Explain the origins of the six major dairy cattle breeds. (CAR)
Develop an understanding of the knowledge and skills necessary to run a successful dairy operation. (CAR)
Define pasteurization and homogenization. (CAR)
Compare trends in consumption per person in the United States for whole milk, skim milk, and cheese. (CAR)
Determine the presence of a milk quality defect in a given sample of milk. (CAR)
Identify the type of milk quality defect present in a given sample of milk. (CAR)
Explain possible causes of milk quality defects and methods of prevention. (CAR) (HOTS)
Describe how milk is handled and held or transported after it leaves the cow. (CAR)
Identify major parts of the mammary gland. (CAR)
Identify major parts of the dairy cow’s external anatomy. (CAR)
Identify dairy products and artificial substitutes. (CAR)
Identify assets and liabilities. (CAR)
Classify assets and liabilities as current, intermediate, or fixed. (CAR)
Complete a Net Worth Statement. (CAR) 
Calculate Net Worth. (CAR)
Make change accurately. (CAR)
Speak effectively in front of others. (CAR) (LEAD) (COM)
Organize thoughts and clearly express a point of view. (COM) (CAR)
Plan, organize, and conduct an event such as an informational program, dance, banquet, parent meeting, teacher appreciation breakfast, or livestock show. (LEAD) (COM) (CAR)
Compare and contrast four types of agricultural business organizations (sole proprietorship, partnership, cooperative, corporation). (CAR)
Explain the role that cooperative business organizations play in today’s agricultural industry. (CAR)
Explain the importance of agricultural safety. (CAR)
Explain the challenges faced by individuals who work with a disability. (CAR) (MCNS)
Create solutions for people with disabilities to accomplish tasks in the agricultural workplace. (CAR) (MCNS)
Identify the major horse breeds. (CAR)
Describe the characteristics of the major horse breeds. (CAR)
List and describe the three natural gaits of horses. (CAR)
Identify major parts of a horse’s external anatomy. (CAR)
Develop an understanding of the knowledge and skills necessary to properly care for horses. (CAR)
Utilize search engines to locate agricultural information on the internet. (CAR) (TECH)
Explain the difference between enterprise budgets, partial budgets, and whole farm budgets. (CAR)
Complete an enterprise budget and a partial budget. (CAR)
Make production decisions based on budget information. (HOTS) (CAR)
Serve in a leadership position in an organization. (LEAD) (CAR)
Correctly use a gavel to maintain order in a business meeting. (LEAD) (CAR)
Demonstrate a working knowledge of at least 5 types of parliamentary motions. (LEAD) (CAR)
Lead a business meeting using correct parliamentary procedure. (LEAD) (CAR)
Participate in a business meeting using correct parliamentary procedure. (LEAD) (CAR)
Identify qualities that a leader should posses. (LEAD) (CAR)
Planned Instructional Units (Ag Ed I)
	TERM: 1
	
	TERM: 2
	

	Unit Topic
	Days
	Unit Topic
	Days

	
	
	
	

	What is in FFA/Ag Ed For Me?
	10
	Current Events/Issues in Agriculture
	4

	Public Speaking (FFA Creed)
	6
	Conduct of Meetings/Parliamentary Procedure
	10

	Current Events/Issues in Agriculture
	4
	Agricultural Cooperatives
	7

	Dairy Products
	8
	Environmental Science
	5

	Dairy Cattle Breeds & Production
	5
	Career Profile Research / Presentations
	4

	Supervised Ag Experience
	2
	Horse Breeds & Production
	5

	Net Worth Statements
	4
	Farm Safety
	2

	Livestock Evaluation
	4
	FFA / SAE
	6

	Unplanned / Field Trips
	2
	Unplanned / Field Trips
	2

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	45
	TOTAL:
	45


