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Social Studies Study Sheet

Chapter 13

Read and know all of the "Focus" statements at the start of each lesson.  They are 

the main ideas of the lesson.

Vocabulary
1.  renewable resource - a resource that can be used and replaced.

2.  pollution - something that makes the air, soil, or water dirty or harmful

3.  erosion - the wearing away and moving of rock or soil by water and wind

4.  habitat - the place where an animal or plant is usually found

5.  peat - dark, sticky soil made of plant material and found in pocosins

6.  sewage - waste matter carried off by underground pipes

7.  river basin - the area that receives the water of a river and its smaller streams

8.  barge - a flat-bottomed boat used to transport goods

9.  irrigate - to supply land with water through ditches or sprinklers

10.  endangered - in danger of becoming extinct or dying out

11.  species - a group of plants or animals that are alike in certain ways

12.  terrace - a flat platform of earth with sloping sides that help prevent erosion

13.  runoff - something that runs off, as rain in excess of the amount absorbed by 

the ground

1.  There are four steps that will help form a plan of action to solve many problems you will face in life.


a) Identify the problem as clearly as possible.


b) Make a list of possible solutions. 


c) Investigate each solution.


d) Decide on the solution that seems like the best idea.

2. North Carolina's resources are very valuable to our state’s economy.  The climate, forests, rivers, and rich soils of our state made the early industries of furniture making, textiles, and the growing of tobacco possible.

3.  Of North Carolina’s many resources, several of them are renewable meaning they can be used over and over again such as replanting forests after they have been harvested.

4.  Our water resources provide us with drinking water, water for industry and transportation, and for recreation, and our mountains are rich with various minerals such as mica and feldspar.

5.  Our forests and soils provide us with a strong agricultural foundation in which our state is a leader in things like furniture making and the growing of sweet potatoes.

6. The effects of erosion are to waste valuable soil and adds pollution to our rivers.

7. There are many habitats in the three NC regions.  The mountain region has forest and stream habitats.  Some are threatened by road and housing construction and the pollution they bring with increased population.

8.  The Piedmont region has changed greatly since the first settlers arrived because so many people have settled in this area.  Cleared forest habitats transform into old-field habitats.  But these are threatened by the land being sold for shopping centers and additional housing.  Another common habitat in the Piedmont is the stream forest which is sometimes the only habitat left for wildlife in the region.  Beaver dams help trap polluted materials before they enter streams.

9.  The Coastal Plain contains bottomland hardwood forests and pine forests.  These are both threatened as the demand for wood for construction has soared.  Careful management of this resource will ensure that we have lumber for many years to come.

Longleaf pine savannas bordered by a pocosin in another habitat of the Coastal Plain.

The savannas produce lumber and the pocosins provide peat that is used for electricity and to heat homes.

10. North Carolina must balance the growing needs of our growing population and industry with the need for a healthy environment.

11.  With a growing population, our state faces several challenges like how to get rid of garbage and waste efficiently, and how to keep our air and water clean.

12.  As stewards of our environment, we must find a balance between using our natural resources and preserving our natural resources.

13.  One of our most valuable resources is our water.  We use it for many things such as drinking, bathing, recreation, irrigation, producing energy, and carrying away wastes.  It is a renewable resource.

14.  Our water supply is threatened by pollution from many sources.  One of the biggest pollutants is from the very fertilizer that helps our crops grow so well.  The fertilizer contains nitrogen.  Runoff carries the nitrogen into streams and other bodies of water; it causes large amounts of plantlike organisms to use up all of the oxygen in the water.  When all of the oxygen is used up, fish and other water animals begin to die off.  Silt from erosion is another source of pollution that is harmful to animals.

15.  Nitrogen comes from farms, factories, and from sewage carried underground by pipes.  Pollution can slowly travel underground through groundwater until it reaches a body of water.  Water travels down ridges to river basins where the water is collected in streams, rivers, and eventually to the ocean.

16.  There are many sources of water pollution in North Carolina.  Many rivers are troubled by excessive nitrogen, especially the Neuse and other Piedmont rivers.  The high number of people and construction has caused many trees to be cut down and without their roots to hold the soil in place; a lot of silt has been washed into the river.  Much of the nitrogen entering the Neuse comes from animal waste and sewage from cities.  Pesticides and poisons used to kill insects and weeds on farms and in yards make its way into the river also.  Automobile fumes are another source of nitrogen, which makes its way into our rivers.

17.  Growth along our Coastal waters has created pollution that threatens our fishing and tourism industries.

18.  Many groups actively try and protect our rivers be helping to cut the sources of pollution and make people more aware of how important are rivers are to our state.  

19.  One of our most troubled rivers, the Chowan, is now doing better because state and other government officials forced a paper mill, a fertilizer factory and a sewage treatment plant to remove polluting materials from the river.

20.  Water stored in reservoirs, is sometimes passed through a hydroelectric plant but then is sent through a water treatment plant and is then piped to cites and farms for use by everyone.

21. There are many endangered and threatened species in our state.  Some of the species of endangered wildlife and plants in NC are the Tar spinymussel, the Red cockaded woodpecker, the Piping plover, and the green pitcher plant and Mountain golden heather.  It is not all bad news though, the American alligator, the bald eagle, the peregrine falcon, and the red wolf have all made comebacks.

22.  Loss of species can cause a chain reaction of events because they are all connected through various food chains.

23.  What do you know about the Red Wolf in NC?  Our zoo is famous for 

helping the Red Wolf.  We also had a big art exhibit in honor of the wolves.

24.  The purpose of soil and water conservation districts is to conserve our state’s soil and water resources.  They help landowners who have soil and water problems, help conserve wildlife and forest resources, plan urban development, and educate the public about the environment.  They provide education for both adults and children.  Some results are grassy road banks, farm ponds, and terraces to help prevent erosion.

25.  The Agricultural Cost Share Program is part of the Division of Soil and Water Conservation.  It shares the cost of projects that help control soil erosion, between the state and the farmer.

26.  Stream watchers adopt streams and help keep them clean and protect them from water pollution.

27.  There are numerous cleanup groups in North Carolina.  The largest clean up organization in the nation, is the North Carolina Adopt-A-Highway program.

There is a storm drain stenciling program that tries to keep people from dumping wastes into storm drains and catch basins that lead to drinking water supplies.  Another project is Big Sweep which encourages environmental stewardship and has an annual cleanup day of all North Carolina’s rivers, lakes, beaches, and streams.

28.  Under the Safe Harbor Program, landowners can help protect endangered species.  They agree to preserve land for a particular endangered species.

29.  Our clay looks orange because of all of the iron in it.

30.  Stewardship can mean planting a tree, picking up litter, or encouraging your family to recycle more items and cut down on water usage.
