Name ______________________ Social Studies Study Sheet

Chapter 12

Read and be familiar all of the "Focus" statements at the start of each lesson.  They are the main idea of the lesson.  Know all of the vocabulary!

1.  naturalized citizen - a person who was not born in the United States but who was granted the rights and privileges of a citizen.

2.  Bill of Rights - a list of the basic rights of citizens, such as freedom of speech and freedom of religion. 

3.  checks and balances - a government system that prevents one branch of government from becoming too powerful.

4.  separation of powers - a way to organize government so that the powers of one branch differ from those of the other branches.

5.  Congressional districts - a division of a state from which people elect a representative to Congress.

6.  popular sovereignty - an idea that political power comes from the people.

7.  bill - an idea for a law that is written down.

8.  budget - a plan for spending money

9.  veto - to turn down something - for example, a proposed law/

10.  archive - a place where old public records and books, maps, and papers of historical interest are kept.

11.  gallery - a place where art is displayed

12.  board of commissioners - a group of elected people who are responsible for the management of a county.

13.  sheriff - the chief law enforcement officer of a county.

14.  lobby - to try to influence lawmakers in voting for or against certain issues, in order to benefit a group

15.  dress code - a set of rules about the kinds of clothes that can be worn in school or in other places.

16.  Review fact and opinion on p300.  (We've done this before in Language Arts)

Remember that a fact is something that can be proven.  An opinion is something that someone THINKS is true.

17.  A citizen is a person who is protected by and obeys the laws of a certain country.  You are a citizen if you were born in the U.S., or if your parents are citizens of the U.S.  A naturalized US citizen is someone who becomes a citizen later.  They have all the rights of a regular citizen, except they may not become the President or Vice President.

18.  Some of our basic rights as US citizens are given in the Bill of Rights and they include the freedom of speech, religion, and others.  They are protected by the constitution.

19.  You have responsibilities as a US citizens like voting and obeying the laws of our city, state, and nation.

20. A national government is a group of people who work together to make laws and to provide services.  The United States is a Democratic Republic.  That means that its citizens have the right to vote for people to represent them and to pass laws.  Washington DC is where our national government is located and that DC stands for District of Columbia.

21.  Our government has the responsibility of protecting land, our water, air, food, and us.  It does this by passing laws and providing armed forces.

22.  The three branches of government are the Executive, Legislative, and the Judicial.  Each branch of government has its own responsibilities.  This is called the separation of powers.  There is also a system of checks and balances so that no one branch has all of the power.  Each branch can limit the other two.

23.  The Legislative branch is the Congress made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives.  It is responsible for making our laws.

24.  The head of the Executive branch is the president.  He is responsible for carrying out the laws made by the Legislative branch.  The rest of the Executive branch is made up of the President’s advisors.  They are called his Cabinet.

25.  The Judicial branch of the government explains the laws and settles arguments.  The Supreme Court is the highest court in the land made up of nine judges.

26.  The White House is where the President lives in Washington.  It is located at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

27.  There are 100 Senators and currently about 435 U.S. representatives in the Legislative branch.  There are 100 US Senators with 6-year terms, TWO from each state.  Our U.S. senators are Elizabeth Dole and Richard Burr.
28. One of our local representatives is David Price but it depends on just where you live in this area.  Members of the House of Representatives only serve for two years and our state has 13.  The number of representatives is based on the population of the state.

29. In North Carolina, we have 50 state senators and 120 state representatives. 

30.  Three Presidents have come from North Carolina.  They are Andrew Jackson, James Polk, and Andrew Johnson.
31. North Carolina has had three constitutions.  The last constitution that was approved was in the 70’s.  That was because there were so many amendments.  Two very important ideas in our state constitution are popular sovereignty and limited government.  The government has to have enough power, but not too much that it might threaten people’s freedoms. 

32. Our state capitol building was built twice.  It burned down the first time and was rebuilt in 1840.

33.  The state income tax supplies most of the money to pay for state services.  The highest amount of money taken in, 39%, is used for human services such as care of children, the elderly, and the disabled.  Almost as much is spent on education, about 36%. 

34. The General Assembly is the legislative branch and is the equivalent of the U.S. Congress.  They write bills, pass laws, and set state taxes.
35.  Our governor is elected for a four-year term.  He or she may only serve two terms in a row, but he can be reelected again at a later time.  The governor prepares the state budget.  He cannot make laws, but he can veto them.

36. The most powerful court in our STATE is the State Supreme Court.  The U.S. Supreme Court is the highest body of law in the COUNTRY.  They explain the laws and make sure that each person’s rights are protected.

37.  A bill becomes a law in North Carolina through several steps.  First a senator or representative writes a bill that is suggested by someone.  A Senate or House committee studies the bill and votes on it.  Then it goes to the other House and their committee looks at it and votes on it.  If passes both houses, it goes to the governor.  He can sign the bill into law or veto the bill and then it goes back to the legislature for more discussion.

38.  There are many important government & historical buildings in Raleigh such as the Capitol, which is right in the middle of the city, the State Legislative Building, the State Archives, the Executive Mansion where the governor lives, many museums like the Museum of Natural Science, the History Museum, Art museums and many more.  We also have Art Space and the City Market that are very interesting.

39. Each county is governed by a board of commissioners.  The government offices and courthouse are located in the county seat.  The board of commissioners can vary in size and their duties can vary but mostly they are responsible for public education in their county and writing laws that help and protect the members of that county.

40.  Counties keep records of births, marriages, and deaths, and tracks voters in the county.  They also operate parks, county fairs and sponsor sports teams.  For the public’s safety, they offer fire prevention programs, EMS, and services for some pets and animals.  One of the most important officials in the county is the County Sheriff.  He is the top law enforcement officer in the county.

41.  Cities in North Carolina are governed by one of two types of city government.  One is the mayor-council form of government.  The mayors and city councils make laws and govern the city.  In larger cities, they have a city manager.  The people elect a council that passes laws and collects taxes, but they hire a manager to run the city.

42.  City and town governments provide fire and police protection, repair streets, maintain the city water supply and its parks, run libraries, collect trash, & light streets.

43. A school board has the right to hire teachers and school superintendents.  It cannot tax people so sit must get the money it needs from the county.

44.  People need to participate in governing by voting, volunteering to help the community, and letting their opinion be heard.

45.  Lobbying means to try and persuade legislators and other people to vote for or against something.  Since the legislators pass the laws and we vote for the legislators, we should let our legislators know what we want from government.

46.  Look through all of your notes since I mentioned some things that are not in the book.  Also look at your workbook pages for this chapter.
