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Social Studies - Study Sheet 

Chapter 6

1.  Know all of the vocabulary for this chapter:

governor – The leader of a colony or state

proprietor – A person who owns something by law 

rebel – To struggle or fight against control

royal colony – A colony governed by England

cash crop – One main crop that is grown to be sold

plow – A farming tool with a blade for cutting into the soil

plantation – A large farm that raises mainly one crop

naval stores – Products such as tar, pitch, and turpentine, used to make ships

 watertight.

military – Having to do with soldiers or the armed forces

pilot – The person who steers or guides a ship

pirate – A thief who raids ships at sea

hardtack – Flat, hard bread like dried biscuits

cutlass – A short, thick, curved sword

2.  Understand the basics of a timeline.  They are used to help you remember when events happened and in what order they occurred.  They help us study history.

3.  Know all of the original explorers in NC and where they went. 

Giovanni Da Verrazano – He was sent by France in 1524,to find a new route to China and landed on the NC coast and explored the east coast of the US.

Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon -  Led a Spanish expedition in 1526 to start a colony in America.  He sailed up the Cape Fear River and started a colony at Southport.  Many of the colonists died from hunger and disease, and the rest moved further south to SC to start a new colony.

Hernando de Soto – In 1539, he led a group of Spanish north towards NC in search of gold.

4.  Know about Sir Walter Raleigh's part in the colonization of North Carolina.  

In 1584, he sent a group of Englishmen led by Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlowe to explore America and find a good place to set up a colony.  He landed in NC and found a pleasant climate, there were many trees, and the soil was rich.  They thought that Roanoke Island would be a wonderful site for a colony.    

5.  Know who Ralph Lane and John White were, and the part they played in the colonization of North Carolina.  

John White led a group of English colonists as the colony’s governor and settled on Roanoke Island.  There were conflicts with the Native Americans and suffered from a lack of supplies.  They returned to England in 1586.  In 1587 Sir Walter Raleigh sent John White to America to start a new colony.  They also settled on Roanoke Island but arrived too late to plant crops.  John White returned to England for supplies and was delayed in his return.  When he got back to Roanoke in 1590, the colonists were gone.  He never found them. 

6.  In 1629, King Charles I of England gave Sir Robert Heath some land that we now call North and South Carolina.  Charles named the land Carolana after himself.  The area was hard to settle because of a lack of good harbors and shifting sandbars, but people came from other colonies such as Virginia.

7.  Some of the first towns to be settled in NC include Elizabeth City, Hertford, Edenton, Windsor, New Bern, and Beaufort.  Bath is the oldest city in NC settled mainly by the French in 1705.

8.  In 1663, Charles the II of England gave the colony of Carolana (which was renamed Carolina) to 8 of his friends.  These “proprietors” controlled the new colony.  In 1677, many of the settlers rebelled because of taxes on their tobacco.  Their rebellion was called the Culpepper rebellion.  By 1715, the colony of Carolina had grown to 11,000 people.  In 1712, the proprietors divided Carolina into a North and a South colony.

7.  Know about how the colonists got along with the Native Americans.  They had good and bad relations with Native Americans.  One particular problem was with the Tuscaroras.  They had a 3yr war with them and finally won.  Most of the Tuscaroras fled to New York.

8.  Know what the Great Wagon Road was, and why it was important.  The Highland Scots Settled in the Cape Fear Region while other settlers came to NC by a Native American trail from Pennsylvania and Virginia.  It became known as the Great Wagon Road.  They used Conestoga wagons. 

9.  Take a good look at pages 152 and 153, it's a good summary of the settlement of North Carolina.

10.  Know where the colonists came from and why they wanted to come here.  Most settlers came from Europe, mostly from Great Britain, France, Germany and Spain.  They were attracted by the inexpensive and rich lands available to them.  Early settlers stayed in the Coastal Region because of the rich farmland and because they believed the Piedmont was far away and difficult to reach.  

11.  Know about early farming and trade with other countries and colonies.  Farms were mostly small subsistence farms, just what a family needed.  Occasionally, they would grow a larger crop of corn, rice, cotton, or tobacco that they would sell for money.  These were called cash crops.  There were some large plantations in the Coastal Plain.  They exported or traded these cash crops with England and with other colonies.

12.  What was the influence of slaves in North Carolina?  Large plantations required many workers and unfortunately, many slaves were brought to NC to work on the large farms in the fields.  Some slaves were also used as cooks, servants, and housekeepers.  Not all North Carolinians used slaves.

13.  Know all about naval stores.  Naval stores were important products produced from pine trees and used with sailing ships.  They included tar, pitch, and turpentine.  They were used as preservatives and waterproofing material.  This was an important part of NC’s economy at that time due to the large number of pine trees in our state (possible source of the Tar Heel name)

14.  How did farming differ between the Coastal, Piedmont, and the Mountain regions?  Most farms in the Piedmont were small like the Coastal Plain.  They grew what they needed for their families.  This was partly due to poor or difficult transportation and bad roads.  The Piedmont farmers were often Scots-Irish and German and they weren’t used to big farms in their countries.  They were also not used to the idea of slave labor so they didn’t use slaves.  Corn and wheat were big crops in the Piedmont.  They also grew oats and barley.  In the Mountain region, farms were also small and usually only in the rich river valleys.  They were also settled largely by Scot-Irish and German and usually grew corn, potatoes, and cabbages and raised pigs and cattle.

15.  Be able to explain what they think happened to the Lost Colony of Roanoke.  John White was the governor of the Colony of Roanoke.  When he came in 1587, he had hoped to find some of the men left behind from the first expedition the year before but he found no one.  He also hoped to move on to the Chesapeake Bay, but it was too late in the season and he was forced to stay on Roanoke and rebuild the settlement.  Because it was so late in the season, they were also unable to plant crops.  John White was forced to return to England for supplies.  But not before seeing his grand daughter Virginia Dare born.  She was the first English child born in this new land.  The first non-Native American child born in the United States was actually William Tucker, the son of black slaves brought to America by the English to help build the colony at Jamestown, Virginia in 1624.  A war with Spain keeps John White from returning to Roanoke for almost 3 years.  Finally, in 1590, he returned to find everyone gone, no houses, and a fence around the old settlement.  There are 3 letters carved on a tree CRO.  On a post, the word CROATOAN was carved, an Indian tribe that they had been friendly with.  Between 1590 and 1602, several ships looked for the colonists but they not a trace of them was ever found.  In the play, “The Lost Colony,” actors reenact the story of John White and the colony on Roanoke.

16.  Know what a pirate is, who the famous North Carolina pirates were.  Pirates were sailors who would attack other vessels to steal their cargoes, especially their jewelry, clothing, gold, and silver.  They would then sell the goods to anyone who would buy them.  They spent much of their time doing nothing but waiting to find ships to attack.  Piracy was a problem for our early colonies in America because the supplies the new colonies needed were being taken by the pirates.  Many people were also killed.  Piracy was very popular off the coast of North Carolina in the early 1700’s, because they could hide among the many islands and inlets along our coast.

One of the most famous pirates was Edward Teach (also known as Blackbeard), who tried to make himself look as fierce as possible.  There was also Stede Bonnet who was rich but bored with his life so he turned to piracy for some excitement.  Ann Bonney was one of a few female pirates but very tough and as heartless as the men.  The colonies of Virginia and South Carolina sent out sailors to capture the pirates and after a year or two, many of the biggest pirates were either captured or killed.

17. North Carolina's first town was Bath and it was settled mainly by the French who came from Virginia in 1705.  New Bern, settled in 1710, is the second oldest town.  It was settled by German, Swiss, and English colonists.  

18.  Europeans wanted to explore North America and North Carolina in particular to find new locations for colonies, find good land for farming, and whatever gold and other resources they could find. 

19.  The first permanent settlers to live in NC arrived from other colonies such as Virginia.  Nathaniel Batts was the first known settler living near Albemarle Sound.

