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              Chapter 5

Vocabulary
Bison - The American buffalo, with short curved horns and a humped back.

Maize - A grain crop called corn.

Longhouse - A large house built by Native Americans in which several families lived.

Stockade - A fence made of large, pointed stakes, set firmly in the ground.

Harvest - The gathering of ripened crops from the land on which they were grown.

Ancestor - A person from whom one is descended.

Surveyor - A person who measures the size and shape of land.

Town meeting - In a Cherokee community, a gathering of the adults to make decisions.

Husk - The dry outer covering, as of an ear of corn.

Artifact - An object made and used by humans.

Archeologist - A scientist who studies evidence of human life in the past.

Document - A written record.

1.  You should know that a "primary source" is a source of information created by people who were present at an event.  They can be written records, journals, pictures, and maps.

2.  An oral history is helpful for telling us about the past because it is usually based on information from a primary source.  The oral history can be translated into words that can be kept for use at a later time.

3.  The first people who lived in North America and South America came from Asia across a land bridge between what is now Russia and Alaska.  They came to North America in search of food and ended up following herds of animals into North America and they may also have been looking for more suitable places to live.

4. A land bridge is where two large land areas are connected by a narrow piece of land that was once covered by water.  It was created during a time when much of the ocean’s water was trapped in glaciers and the level of the ocean fell, this exposed many pieces of land that had been in shallow seas or bays.

5. The first people crossed the land bridge from Asia over 30,000 years ago.  They reached what is now North Carolina around 12,000 years ago.  Before these people arrived, NC was covered by forests and filled with all kinds of animals.

6. Several thousand years later, the large animals began to die out.  Native Americans began to hunt smaller animals like deer, and turned more towards fishing and gathering nuts, berries and wild plants.

7.  Around 7-8,000 years ago, people learned to plant seeds and grow their own food.  They were now able to stay in one place and supplement the food that they got from hunting and fishing.  They now could produce enough food to store for lean times such as the winters and periods of drought.  They were also able to build more permanent homes and villages.

8. The "three sisters" of farming are corn, beans and squash.  The corn would grow very tall and allowed the beans something to climb as they grew.  There was a lot of space below the corn, so squash was grown right below the corn.

9.  The early Native American Indian nations began to develop in different ways.  One of the most important differences was their language.  There were three major language families, the Algonquian, the Iroquoian, and the Siouan languages.    

10. The Algonquian family lived on the edge of the coastal plain.  The Hatteras were on the Outer Banks; the Pamlico lived inland.  They lived in longhouses and farmed and fished for their food.

11.  The Tuscaroras were part of the Iroquoian language family and lived on the eastern side of what is now the Piedmont area.  They were a large and powerful tribe.  They also lived in longhouses, and wild animals were sources of food and clothing.

12.  The Cherokees were also part of the Iroquoian family but lived in the mountains, separated from the other tribes.  They hunted, fished, and farmed for their food and often built their villages near rivers.

13.  In the middle of the Piedmont region were the Catawbas and Waxhaws which were both part of the Siouan language family.  They lived in circular houses and fished and hunted for most of their food, but also did some farming.  They made baskets and clay pots which they traded with other Native American groups.

14.  The Town Creek Indian Mound is a great example of an early Native American village.  The temple was the most important part of the ceremonial center of the village.  It was built on a large mound to make it stand well above the other buildings in the ceremonial center.  The village itself was made up of strong wooden poles and straw.  The entire village and ceremonial center was set up within a stockade of large pointed stakes planted in the ground for protection.

15.  The Green Corn Celebration was to give thanks for the harvest, and was a part of your religion and way of life.  The mother prepares a large meal and the men all fast to prepare themselves.  After the houses are cleaned, anything that is old or worn out is thrown away.  Then, the cooking fire is put completely out to get ready for the new fire.  Everyone is quiet and avoids arguing.  On the last day, the fast is broken and dances are performed and stories are told of brave ancestors that help celebrate their traditions.  Everyone enjoys a wonderful feast and finally, the new fire is lit and the new year begins.

16. The Cherokees used the natural resources within their environment such as forests and the rich soil to provide for their families.

17. The Indian Trading Path from Virginia to Georgia.  It was used to travel from village to village and as a route for trade especially with European settlers in the 1700s.  Native Americans did not use money, they would trade different items.  This was called bartering.  Trade was important to Native Americans because it let them share the fruits of the land with their brothers and provide for their families’ needs.

18. John Lawson was a surveyor that explored the Indian Trading Path from South Carolina through the Piedmont of North Carolina.

19. The Cherokees lived in the mountains where there was abundant wood for building and for fires.  The forest also provided great hunting grounds.  In the rich valleys of the mountain area, the Cherokees also farmed the land.  In the summer, they would live in long rectangular houses and in the winter, they would move into small round houses. 

20. They usually built their houses in clusters of 30 –50 houses, and at the center of each town was a meetinghouse. 

21. The structure of the Cherokee government centered around town meetings where most of the adults would meet and have the opportunity to speak before important decisions were made.  The Cherokees had two important leaders, one for war and one for peace.  The leader in peace was always a woman and a man was leader in wartime.

22. The women were in charge of the fields.  They planted, tended, and harvested crops and also prepared and cooked all of the food.  The men were warriors and protected the tribe and hunted animals for food.  Occasionally, they would help the women with plowing.

23.  Cherokee girls were taught by their mothers and grandmothers.  They were taught how to farm and cook, how to make clay pots, weave baskets, and how to sew clothing.

24. Grandfathers would usually teach the boys, because their fathers were out hunting for food.  They were taught how to track animals, how to make and use bows and arrows, how to fight and prepare for war.  They were taught tough competitive games to build up their minds and bodies and their courage, skills they would need in their lives.

25.  We study history to learn from the past, sometimes out of curiosity and also to hopefully not repeat mistakes that were made, especially ones that might lead to war.

26. Archeologists help us understand human life by studying the remains or artifacts left by people of the past.  Some of these artifacts could be spear and arrowheads or pieces of pottery.  Some of these artifacts tell us how the people moved from place to place, what they ate, or their religious beliefs.  You need to know what artifacts have been found in North Carolina.

27.  Some of the important Native American artifacts found in North Carolina are pieces of old pots and jars which give us clues of how people prepared their food.  Tools such as axes and fishhooks tell us how they protected themselves and how they hunted.  Tools known as choppers were used to pound nuts and seeds to make them easier to eat

27. Written records provide other clues to our past.  Newspapers, letters, and records that people have left behind are primary sources and can give us a lot of valuable information.  Diaries and journals are especially helpful because they tell how ordinary people lived in the past.

28. Sequoyah was a Cherokee leader who took 12 years but developed the Cherokee alphabet so that they could all now read and write and therefore preserve their history in writing.

29. Maps and photographs can show how communities have changed over time and how they have grown and photographs can show us in detail what things looked like in the past.  These are both excellent primary sources of information.

30. NC originally looked very different.  According to the old map found at the beginning of this chapter, part of the mountain region was added later to make it look as it does today.

Quite a few questions on the test will be about Native Americans, their villages, and their way of life.  Know all of the vocabulary!  Know how to interpret and use the maps on pages 42 and 139 for the map skills portion of the test.
