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	The Crucible
By: Jamie


A play by Arthur Miller about witchcraft, deception, and greed,
The characters spawned from an evil seed.
Salem, Massachusetts is where it all takes place,
In a society where people are completely straitlaced.
The settings in the story are very dark and confining,
Foreshadowing the scenes that are now a'coming.

Near the town 

The Devil's forest is all around.
Abigail Williams and Cousin Betsy try to escape a punishment.
By doing so, many people in the town meet their day of judgment.
Innocent people are accused of witchcraft and later die.
Some attempt to save them but it was too late to try.

John Hale, from Beverly, is called down, 

To give his thoughts on witchcraft to the small town.
Later he quits the court calling the accusations madness.
The small town is in chaos, and the play ends in sadness.
John Proctor is lolled; he is hanged by the neck.
The ending is grim; it's what we come to expect.

Power and greed lead to this town's demise. 

That's what results from deception and lies.
Shrink Poem Instructions

100 pts.

Inside every fat book or play is a skinny book/play trying to get out, struggling to cut through the mummy like wrapping of long-winded descriptions, superfluous characters, and endless conversations.  Our literary salvation depends on our making less and less of more and more.  With that in mind literature can undergo a SHRINKING process which boils out the fat and renders the meat into verse…

                                                                                                          -Maurice Sagoff

Directions for creating a Shrink Poem:

1. Review your notes/study questions on the play or novel which is the subject of this assignment.

2. Create a shrink poem about the play or novel.

3. Your poem must be a minimum of three (3) stanzas of 6 lines each + 1 couplet (2 lines) for a total of 20 lines.

4. Follow a set rhyme scheme and be certain your poem is rhythmic.

5. Decorate your poem with significant images from the play or the novel.

6. Remember to include the following elements in your shrink poem:

*Setting(s)             *Characters

*Plot                       *Theme(s)

BE CREATIVE!!!

Review of events in The Crucible:

ActI-Girls dancing in the forest, Parris sees them and does not want to be blamed for witchcraft, Putnams find out and thrive on the idea that it could be witchcraft because they don’t like parries (remember they wanted Ann’s brother-in-law to be the church’s Rev. , Proctor doesn’t believe the girls and thinks they are faking it. He has a moment alone with Abigail where she tells the truth.  No one else hears her confession. They bring in Hale to straighten things out.

ActII-  Elizabeth and John argue over his lie.  He was not supposed to be in Salem.  He claims to have been working the farm.  He doesn’t want Eliz. to know he was with Abigail, alone.  They argue about forgiveness and Eliz.’s inability to forgive him.  Mary Warren, their servant, returns from the court proceedings and tells them that many have been accused of witchcraft.  She gets in trouble for having gone without permission.  Hale pays them a visit to check their Christian beliefs.  He asks John to recite the ten commandments, and he forgets the one about adultery.  Cheever comes to the house to escort Eliz. away since he finds the poppet with the needle in it.  Remember Abigail claims that Eliz. Practices voodoo.  They take her away, and John flips out, promising to get her out of jail.  His guilt is tenfold as a result.  He tells Mary Warren that she will go to court to straighten this all out.  She will tell the truth about Abigail.  She warns him that Abigail will reveal their affair to which he replies that he will confess himself.
Act III-The court scene where John confesses to lechery to reveal Abigail for the liar that she is.  They call in Eliz. to confirm his story and why they fired Abigail.  Elizabeth never lies, but she does this time to save John’s reputation.  Of course, it’s too late and John is condemned since Mary Warren switches her testimony because she’s afraid Abigail has the judges’ faith in her.  She claims John is a witch and made her sign her name in the Devil’s black book.
Act IV-Danforth and Parris and Hale are worried that they have been wrong about the accusations, and they worry about their reps. so they want Eliz. to talk John into confessing to save his life.  Remember he is a good citizen in high standing in Salem.  It doesn’t look good for these judges to hang John or Rebecca Nurse.  John confesses, but then he won’t sign the contract that would be nailed to the church door.  He chooses to hang alongside Rebecca Nurse.  At the last minute Hale urges Eliz. to change John’s mind, to which she replies, “He has his goodness now.  I will not take it away.”
